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School design:
academic, my
dear architect

By Doug Funke
statf writor

Coming up with a plan for a house
to satisty just one family can pro-
vlde encugh challenges for an archi-
tect.

So -conslder what's Involved In
trying to desigu a building to aceom-
modate some 1,800 high school stu-
dents, 160 (eachers and support
staff, and the community at large,
which also will use the facilities and
foot the bill.

Archltects llke C, William Brubak-
er, o partner at Perkins & Will in
Chicago, know what it's all about.
His firm deslgned the new Troy High
School now under’ construction at
Long Lake Road and Northfield
Parkway. .

“You analyze the slte and the
nelghborhood and you also analyze
the educatlonal necds — those two
things are the primary form genera-
tors," he said.

“We met with dozens and dozens
of {eachers, community groups,
board of education, students and ad-
ministrators to find out what is
golng to be taught and how it's golag
10 be taught,” Brubaker said. “That
determlines space needs."

“Community lnput s very import-
ant," added Lowell Crandall, execu-
tive director of auxillary services
for the Troy schools. "Recognlzing
from the outset it's a community
building, we wanted to hear what
they had to say.”

PLANS ADVANCED f(rom
schematic design to design develop-
ment, worklng drawings, construc-
tlon bidding and now the work Itself,

‘The highlights:

® Two academic wings, one of
three storics, the other (wo stories
nearest a resldential arca graded so
that they appear not as high.

® Sectlonallzation so that gyms,
pools and locker rooms are clustered
at the opposite end of the bullding
from the academle wings, fine arts
classrooms are placed near the audi-
torium, and the llbrary and cafeterl-
as are cenirally located and caslly
accesslble from all points.

® A spire at the main entrance
plapotnitng adminlstrative and coun-
seling offices.

® An integrated audio/visual
communleations system.

® A curved library wall to get
away {from a box look and a scries of
outdoor sieps bullt off the library to
produce an amphitheater.

® Three kinds of exterlor brick
trcatment to glve the building a less
massive appearance.

® Alr conditioning in classrooms.

BUT THAT'S not all,

There's lighted parking for nearly
750 cars.

The athletic facHitles — a footbal)
stadlum/track, three practice foot-
ball ilelds, three baseball dlamonds,
three softball dlamonds, a practlce
soceer field and clght tennis courts
— will be placed on the 72-acre slte
well west of existing residentlat sub-
divislons,

The schoal Is scheduled to open.in
the fall of 1992. Constructlon costs
are estimated at $35.5 milllon,

Jim DcLage is an asslstant super-
Intendent on the bullding site for
Barton Malow, construction mana-

er.

“The first view of the bullding a<
you approach is unigue — It’s not a
typlcal box design,” he sald. “They
have some curvature, some deslgn.
They . have three kinds of brick.
That's eye appeallng and impressive
right off the bat. That carrles right
through the bullding. There's a lot of
openness.

“My personal thought is what a
nice atmosphere to learn in," De-
Lage continued. “I think there's a lit-
tle something here for everyone. It's
more 2 college atmosphere than high
school.”

BRUBAKER SAID hls firm has
designed a half dozen high schools (n
the last few years.

“I think the (Troy) bullding has
more {he spirlt of a college and less
the feel of an ald high school,” he
sald, “We're trylng to make this a
good academic environment.

“Noise of the gym Is away from
the library. You cluster art and mu-
slc around a big audltorium. Shops
also are In the arts wing with acous-
tical separation., The dinlng areca
opens onto a beautlful terrace.

“Troy HIgh School (s going to have
a nice entrance tower," Brubaker
sald, “At a lot of schools, you don't
know where the maln enirance Is,
You get dozens of visitors cvery
day.”

A naturally sloped amphitheater
off the library probably will beeome
a noon time gathering place and
may prove attractive for an occa-
sional class or low-key artistle per-
formance, Brubaker projected.

And why only 800 audltorium
seats in a schoot that will service
some 1,800 students? It makes for a
much nicer theater,” he said. “And
i's more economical.”

Asscmblles can be held In the
main gym, which will seat 3,000,

Windows — large and expansive
in the library and cafeteria, moder-
ate in the academic wings, qulte
small [n the gym to non-existent in
the auditerium — arc more decora-
tlve nowadays than necessary for
light, Brubaker said.

’90s decor: paring

{AP) — Nancy Novogrod glves her
readers more than a window on the
design world. As the editor-In-chief
of HG magazlne, she opens the doors
to some of the world's most Interest-
ing resldences.

‘The slick, chic magazine, whose
40-something readers have a medlan
Income of $90,000, is billed as “the
authority on design, decoratlon and
style.”

“We aren't driven by those reader
statistics," Novogrod sald. “We have
many readers in their 203 and 30s as
well as in thelr 508 and 60s. They're
sophlsticated and Interested ln de-
sign”

Current trends go under the mag-
nifying glass in HG, much like a mu-
seum curator examines his speci-
mens. But Novogred readily admits
the magazine does more than report
and record trends, -

BY CilOOSING which designers
and houses 1o leature, the editors
make the magazine a (rend-settor
with the abillty to change the way
decorators, and the Americans who
hire them, think.

Novogrod brings it all Into focus,
matter of factly, by saying the '90s
wlil be characterlzed by a scallng or
parlng dawn and pulling back in de-
cor, mirroring the tight economic
times,

“My house has to function as a
family home, with some formal as-
pects but with places where we can
be comfortable, oo,” Novogrod said.

“Knickknacks and crowded table-
scapes are disappearing. The num-
ber of furnishings In a room wlll be

sparer, too, to create a more open
feeling. Fed up with crowding, we
want to spread out again.

“Every piece wllt hold Its own,
rather than being a generic uphol.
stered sofa or chalr, Gilded chalrs ar
mirrors will be more Important than
ever for accent pieces because
they'll stand out more when there
are fewer things around them,” No-
vogrod concluded,

The move away {rom very crowd-
ed, chintz-covered rooms and cxpen-
sive window trcatments with ela.
borately draped fabrles and dangting
tassels, as well as sofas nearly
concealed by assorted throw pillows,
is a natural response to the excesses
of the 1980s.

“The Marie Antolnette approach
just doesn’t work,” Novogrod sald.
The same movement means the fad-
ing of -the English country look, ac-
cording to the editor-in-chlel, wha
acknowledges that although she is
tired of it, [t still works on the East
Coast.

NOVOGROD, WHO attalned her
cditorial post three years ago thls
month, has had a sharp deslgn focus
for substantially more than a dec-
ade, first as cxecullve eoditor at
Clarkson Potter (where she was re-
sponsible for their highly successful
series of [llustrated design-lifestyle
boaks), and then as HG senior editor
developing feature ideas and over-
sceing the decorating and gardening
departments of the magazine.

She's in a positlon to sce new fab-
rics, textures and furnishings every
day. But she avoids the temptation

An artist's rendering depicts the tower and malin entrance with
administrative olfices at the new Troy High School. The site

THE INTRA-BUILDING commu-
nications system for the new Troy
High goes way beyond a PA system
between central office and individu-
al classrooms.

“A teacher can come Into the -
brary and say, ‘Tomorrow at 10 a.m.

show the tape on birds.’ At 10 am.,
she can hit a button on the panel and
the {ilm starts showlng (In the class-
room),” he said.

Educators and architects appar-
ently have made an Interesting dls-

plan, with the school shaded in red, shows the physical layout
of all tacilitics on the T2-acre property,

covery In recent years.

“Schools aren't just schools any-
mor¢, they're community centers,”
Brubaker sald.. “You have to be
more seasitive to adult needs. You
need better night lighting, better se-
curity, a better relatlonship between

building and parking.

“Schools are concrete, brick and
stee beamns. The way yeu assemble
them is where good design comes in.
You can design well or in an ordi-
nary manner. It {construction} will
cost the same,” he said.

down to mirror economic weakness

‘Remember that styles do change.
Pick something because of its comfort
and because it appeals to your own
tastes. A home that is conceived to
meet the needs of people who live
there, with some elegance and some
comfort, will age well.”

— Nancy Novogrod

to change her surroundings with eve-
ry trend that comes along. “I'm not a
perpetual tixer-upper.

"One of the problems I've seen In

decoratlng Is that I see so many.

things I tike, T know, however, that
before I would have time to Incorpo~
rate them, they'd be cliches. Besides,
change Is disorientlng when (he
whole ldea is to be comfortable tn
your surroundings.”

She admits she lived with “a lot of
red palsley and chintz, with yellow
and red walls” and lats of clutter for
nearly 15 years before she tired of It
and followed her own vision of the
{future.

TODAY, SHE AND her attorney
husband and two children (ages 8
and 11} live In an apartment deco-
rated In soft creams and belges.
There are simple blue slik curtains
and a few interesting picces tlke 2
French Directolre desk, neo-classl-

cal chairs covered with lcopard-pat-
terned sllk velvet and an ottoman
with gilded .ball-and-claw feet. Of
he more open 100k, she says, “What
1 love is that I can look move closely
at the things I do have.”

She's almost as lixely to find those
Interesting accenis at flea markets
as she is by using the services of a
decorator.

“1 love 1o go to flea markets be-
cause it's satlsfylng to find things
that have value for the way they
100k, rather than for their expensive
price Lags."

But don't Mea-market acqulsitions
add to clutter?

“No,” said the admitted collector
of everything from English 18th- and
19th-century porcelain (o 20th-cen-
tury ceramics and sllver. “People
are simply more careful and selee-
tive about what they buy and dis-
play,” she sald.

She schools readers in selecting

{furnishings that will last at lcast five
years, preferably 10, “Buy wisely:
start with a color scheme, a great
fabric, a rug or a great plece of clas-
sical furniture and go {rom there.”

SHE REVIEWS deslgn decades as
quickly as a person can pull down a
shade.

“Extremes of any style, lixe whale

bones and bustles of carly fashlon,
don't age well, The 1970s minimallst
look was something of a straitfacket
that Isn't casy to live with. The 1980s
version of English country house Is a
very decorative look that has been
overdone. Today, Regency and Vie-
torian decorative looks will be the
next to be overdone. When a look Is
too identltiable, It doesn’t age well,
cither. _—
- "When choosing your furnishings,
remember that” styles do change.
Pick something because of its com-
fort and because It appeals to your
own tastes. A home that Is conceived
10 mect the needs of people who live
there, with some ctegance and some
comfori, will age well.”

Adding o few easily ldentifiable
antiques or quality reproductlons
wlil 2dd interest, but avoid recreat-
Ing a partlcular historical period.
"Unless you have the help of a deco-
rator or a great sense of the era, this
is a good way to get Into troudle,”
Novogrod sald.

Mizing periods lsn't without its
pitfalls, either. An American country
table in a Louls XIV room would
clash.

Although It's  possible to rede-
corate successfully without the help

)

of a professional, about two-thirds of
the homes featured in HG have been
professionally decorated. In some
cases, the decoralor is the architect
wha designed the heme.

“SELECT A decorator on ihe basis
of referrals. If you visit a friend's
home and Jearn that he or she em-
ployed a decorator, ask for the deco-
rator's name. Look at magazines to
tind designers” work you like. Ask to
see pictures or scrapbooks of homes
they've donc and speak to two or
three before making your choice,
Consider personalitics, 00, because
redecorating can turn out o be a
very trying collaboration,” Novo-
grod said.

No matter whether you hire help
or opt to go it alone, keep In mind
that the end goal is making your
home more comfortable. It doesn't
have 1o drain your wallet, cither. No-
vogrod named a number of tactics
that don’t require a big budget:

“Simply by taking some things off
the tables you can clean out a lot of
the crowding. Lighting should be
good, because poorly lit rooms aren't
jovitlng.

“A new carpet or rug, some sim-
ple new curtains or a different color
paint on the walls can give a room a
new look.

“Make surc the traffic flow s
§00d, because you want 1o be able to
go from the tiving room to the dinlng
room witheut tripping over a bench,

"The seating area should accom-
modate you and your family or
guests. Any seating should be com-
fortable. No one should need to clear
plles of pillows before sitting down."”
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