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Fashions
For fall — economy,
ecology, eccentricity

By Denies Lucas
spoclal wrllor

HE BEVY of designera who™
“‘suggest’* to us what we
put in our closets and on
our bodies each scason are

definitely Inspired and influenced
by the aigna of the times.

Look back in histery and notice
the garmenta of each century or
decade. The modus operandi
reveals the lifestyles, attitudes and
morala of each cpoch. From the
wophisticated Egyptians, to the
baroque Renaissance period to the
hippie movement of this century
. . . fashion cxpases all.

The en-vogue echoe of autumn
1991 ia no different. This season,
designers were influenced by the

the envi; and our

Fall 1991.. Lifestyle dressing, reflecting a new set
of realistic values based on wearable styles.
From our exciting collection of fall sportswear.
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nced for individual expresaton with
u smattering of eccentricity.
® ECONOMY

Entering yet another scason of a

thelr purse strings and the runway
rags reflected the crunch.

There has become a trend loward
casual, wearable clothes with the
emphasls away from the "Dynasty/
Nancy" era to a focus on “‘real life.”

Making the dollar stretch means
stretching our wardrobe. The impor-
tance of Investing in quallty clothes
{or doy focuses our atteatlon on “suit
dressing™, . . power pleces that can
be changed around for greater ver-
satillty. Watch for sults In optimistic
brights, llvely tartans and playful
plaids.

‘The blg news In fashlon was the
eémergence of lower-priced designer
lines, Anne Kleln came out with its
affordable “A Line," Ellen Tracy In-
troduced "Company” and Escada ac-
quainted us with “Apriorl.” A well-
received awareness,

Washable sllks, opaque tights with
cverything this fall (they last much
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DISCOUNT SHOE STORE
OF METRO DETROIT?

BEST DISCOUNT SHOE STORE
“1f you can't find the shoes you want at the
Vlllage Shoe Inn, they probably don't exlst.
The vast selection In thls former church
would be enough to send Imelda Into a
tallspln. And the discounted designer shoes
would appeal to her new sense of
practicallty. 401 Walnut Bivd., Rechester;
652-2695, Call for other locations.”

A: Village Shoe Inn

THE LARGEST SELECTION IN MICHIGAN...ALWAYS 20% to 60% OFF
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Mon. to Thurs, and Sat. 10-6; Fel. 10-9; s‘m, 12.5; *Rochaestor Thurs. 10-7* .
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longer than sheer hosiery) and a de-
emphasls on jewelry all reflect our
need to conserve.

With the ornamentatlon of whim-
sleal buttons (how about hot and cold
faucet handles found on a spirited
plaid sult at Claire Pcarone, Troy),
metallic studded dresses and leather
jockets (at Guys N Gals, West
Bloomfleld) and the use of bold
zippers un everythlng, the pounds of
Jewels of former seasans will be kept
(ucked away,

Yes, even the rich and famous are
affected. “Blg night out” dresses and
designer ball gowns have moved
away from elaborate, long, sequin
numbers to short, shorter, shortest ln
flirty, full dance sklirts, slim slip sil-
houettes znd bubble hemilnes. A con-
servation of fabrics . . . with satin,
taffeta chiffon and silks the front-
running fabrics for evening.

@& ECOLOGY

The “save the earth” conscious-
ness explalns the rugged, earthy
fashlon saga this scason, Deslgners
looked toward the environment or
perhaps it was the Paclfic North-
west woodsman from “Twln Peaks™
and Kevin Costner's “Dances with
Wolves" that put qullted fabrics on
little slip dresses {spotted at Edward
Dorlon, Birmingham) and Eddie
Baver plaids and tartans on every-
thing.

Sueded western garb, over-the-
knee boots and haule couture fake
furs represent our reverence for
warld wildlife and the back-to-na-
ture revolutlon.
® ECCENTRICITY

Fall's fashion rcbellion reflects
our desire to “break all the rules."
We don’t want to be told what to
wear!

You may wonder what bright
spring and summer's color palette Is
dolng In the traditionally earth tones
scason of autumn, it's because we
want them . . . hot pink, chincse yel-
low, fuchsia, turquoise, blue, hunters
orange and key lime are making the
greatest color explosion since the ne-

Fashion has emerged from our fIt-
ness and athletic tlfestyle. The skin-
ny silhoucties of ski pants and biker
pants have transcended Inte active,
weekend and evening wear, Scuba
dresses and Scuba jackets insplred
by California wave rlders have be-
come clty chle.

More rebellious renderings for fall
will include acrobic-influcnced body
and cat suits, black leather blker
Jackets, harlequin prints, black pat-
ent handbags, belts and shoes (anoth.
er scason lrreverence), modern art
motif prints on classic silk blouses
and blazers {discovered at Saks Fifth
Avenue), Karl Lagerfeld’s “nouvean
rapper” (long vinyl coats over short
skirts, {ishnet hose, pounds of gold
and funky caps), exaggerated mixing
of patterns, prints, casual with glam-
our, hard with soft (leathers over
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Shades of siripes shout “anything goes™ this fall. Short double-knit,
colton cardigan jacket in native American-inspired, four-color-pattern
layers over a ribbed turtleneck tunic in & coordinaled slripe over black
cotton leggings. Sally's Designs, West Bloomtield,

chiffon), and an explosion of clear
sequins on plalds {shown at Episode,
Troy). An absence of rules . . . the
“have it your way” attitude.
@ EXPRESSIONS

In brief, the voice of fashion will
cxplode with enthusiasm and ewno-
tion ... watch for these top 10
tempting trends for fall *91:

— Electric colors vivid

UTUMN EXPRESSIONS

Tracking the trends.
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