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We promise not to violate Open Meetmgs

By Pat Murphy
mn writer

Like reluctant teenagers agreeing
to clean thelr room, Oakland County
commissloners today are ¢
to ap) an agreement that uyl

agreement may seem, “Some com-
missioners donl like it,”. said
Rewold, the board chalrman who
called the meeting. “But I expect it
to be approved.”

. Rewold an Oakland Township Re-
publlcan, uld some cvmm!slunen

‘Some commissioners dah 't like it. But
1expect it to be approved.’ )
— board chairman Roy Rewald -

prove
they - will not vluhh h
Open Meetings Act.
Bat just as teenagers might say :
umlr voom didn't need -cleaning,
yme commissloners ‘claim Lhey
dldn‘t viclale the law In the flrst
place.
Commissioners are scheduled to
. vole during thelr regular seml-
monthly meeun; on an agreement
—reached — by —thelr—chairman;—R
Rewold, and Oakland Cwnly pro-
muwrmchll‘dmm
llnylnmnunlmunrehﬂln
Washington, D.C., during a conven-
tlon of the Natlonal Assoclation ol
Counties “may bave

pase
wl;:lle others seem to !hlnk it mlghi
haunt them during the next election.
Commissioner Donald W. Jensen,
R-Blrmingham, seemed to summar-
ize the feellngs of some colleagues
when he said, “I dida't do anything
wrong (by attending the meeting). 1
don't think we should algn

meeting act.

“That’s not an admission,” said
Malfitt, a lawyer. "Plgs ‘may have'
wings, too. Baslcally, I’m satisfied
with the agreement.”

mlssloners would not be covered by
the Michigan Open Meetings Act be-
causs they were outslde the state,

1 CERTAINLY DIDN'T Intend to

violate any law,” he sald. “And 1
thought we wen acting properly

to meet

that says we dld."

Another. lawyer, commissloger
Thomas A. Law, R-West !
sald he prets the u

an admission of wmngdolng -

with prior to today’s

meeting to explain the agreement,

But-commissioner-Davld-L.- Mof-—- wll) -not approve- H#-"I-didn't donny-—lu tmplications'and any opt!|

fitt, R-Farmington Hills, says the

agreement docsn't necessarily ac-
knowledge misconduct. “It says the
meeting ‘may have constituted an
unintentional violation® of Lhe open

thing wrong."

The meeting was called by
Rewold, who said he had consulted
with county attorney Willlam P.

Hampton, and understood that com-

unintentional violation o( the mm-

to give proper notice of future meet-
ings, hold them within Oakland

County, open them to the public and .

keep accurate notes, as stipulated by
the Open Meetings Act.

AS BASIC AS the (hree-page

.When
to ask
is not
to order

Commissloner John G. Pappa-
george, R-Troy, did not violate the
Michigan Open Meetings “ﬁt by ;sk
lngntpccumrlnlwp g a tape
recorder during W' discussion of the
county's proj lolld waste plan,
according to.0akland County pro-
secutor Richard Thompson.

*Pappageorge did not ordcr the

-~ spectator {0 stop wsing the recorder,

the prosscutor said, “He merely

asked that abe dlscontinuensing it."-

‘Thompson sald his office looked

into the matter alter receiving a let-

-~ ter from Marilynne Burton-Rlstau,

who complained about a March 12

caucus of Repubtlcan county com-
missioners.

AT THAT meeu.ng Papplgwrge.
uucu chalrman, asked spectators
t to use tape recorders because
Ihzy might inhibit the free exchange
of ldeas. He made his request at
least twice — once to the small audi-
ence as & geu»enl coimment before
the meeting began and agaln, spectf-
Jcally to Burton-Ristav, after seelng
that she was reeordlnz some of the
commissioners’ comments,
Burton-Ristau s chalrman of
RAIL (Residents Against Inclnera-
tion and Landiills), and -she was
recording comments about the solld
waste program (hat [neludes a con-
troverslal lncinerator in  Auburn
Hills.

I
Burton-Ristau of Orion Township
sald she was jntimldated by Pappa-
. george — especially when he
« stopped the proceedings and spoke
* directlytoher. -
- Pappageorge subsequently apolo-
gized, although he insisted his com-
ments were indeed a request, not an

order.

“I know the difference,” sald Pap-
pageorge, a West:Polnt graduate
who, presumably, bas issued — and
obeyed — many orders during his 20
years lo the Army. -

Mutt March

Humane SOCIety

‘The Michlgan Humane Soclety
will present its third annual. Fall
Mutt-March on Saturday, Sept. 14, at
_the Nankin Mills Station, Ed. Hines

-~~~ Drive and Ann Arbor Trail.

‘Watkers, with or without a pet,
can walk a fivemlle course along
Hines Drive and benefit the anlmals
at MHS by collecting pledges pcr
mile from [riends and neighbors. If

your. pet will be walking with you,
~you must show proof of current inoc-
ulationy at the time of registration.
:~” Dogs must be leashed at all times.
Breaks are allowed and refresh-
ments will be provided for both two
and four legged walkers.

Officixl - walk T-shirta will be
awarded to all walkers who collect
more than $100 In pledges. Prizes
will also be awarded to those who
ralse $200, $300, and $400 in pledges.
The walker who brings in the most
total pledges will recelve a 25-inch
color TV, Walkers with fur covering
will receive a special neckerchlel
hat says-"i-waiked 5 mlls for the
Michigan Humane Soclety.”

Pledge forms can be obtalned by
ulllnd 872-3400.

Michigan l{umnne Society isa
noﬂ—pmm organization, serving ani-
877 with_full service

Hills In

AR

Kow you €an save money on child care, but we think It won't
be the only reasan you choose Kinder
nelghborhood  Kinder-Care,
environment. With qualified. focal teachers Age-appioprate
fearning-through-play_programs  Call &
viut Enroll your chitld now
Kinder-Checks™ to apply (ouards chid-cate expentes anytime
dunng the year
Enrotl Now For Fall at your Kindes-Caset Center

€199) Kinder Care Learning Centers. Inc,
Oft goal a poticdos rur o e it s o i s
(bl Nw gmrslons

ares, Because ol your
youll lind a sccure, nuturing

today 10 areange your
d youll tecene $73 In free

HnderCare

At 2 press conference last muuth

.'l‘hnmpun nid hls offlce looked into

Act

lnp Act
i Lawrence R. Per-

the meeting after a com-
plaint from the Spinal Column, a

- weekly newspaper. After investiga-

tors Interviewed all or most of the 19
commissloners lovolved, he was
ready to go to court with his findings
10 seek a consent judgement.

Then the board's attorney asked
for an out-of-court settlement.

“ft's the “ogical way to go,"
Thompson told reporters, The out-of+
court agreement does not waste re-
sources, while.likely producing the
same results.

“1 can always go back to cour( i
commluloncn don't approve the
agreement,” be sald, “or 1 there's
another vlalqun of the Open Meet-

Douhle Your Closet Space

FACTORY
DIRECTF
SALE!

10% OFF

Closet
Systems
Sale ends Oct. I1st

473-0700

20 Wabsied Rl Tarmington Wills

nlck D-Southfleld, sald he feels
Thompson ishandled the eplsode.
“He dldn't have to file that sult. He
could have lccomplished the same
end by writlng a letter.”

Pernick speculated the prosecutor
obtained the agreement — and held
a preas conference on It — (o get fa.
vorable publicity at the expense of
county commissioners.

“1 don't intend to “vote for that
agreement,” be said. “But I'm no -
lawyer, and 1 wsmt to hear what Mr.
Hampton says.”

— |t Delliowse &)
Winiatunes Wouth

Doll House Kits up to 25% OFF
Minlatures up to 40% OFF

Start now for the Holidaysi

1 12 e » By - 303201
s lullLlM‘l'c't’lu b

« Bedrooms

« Dining Rooms
- Sofas

« Loveseats

. Entertalnment Cemers

GORMANS

DREXEL HERITAGE

WHEN DO THE BEST

MAKES OF FURNITURE
GO AT THE BEST PRICES?

DURING GORMAN'S INVENTORY

REDUCTION SALE.
-30-60% SAVINGS

Save 30% to 60%*

on some of the best-

made traditional and contemporary fur-

niture. Furniture. by Drexel,
Emerson,

Heritage,

Directional,
Natuzzi and D..A. Furniture for every
‘ room in your home. All at 30% to 60%
off during Gorman'’s inventory Reduction
Sale. it only Iasts 3 days so don't delay.

Henredon,

Eilo,

» Wall Units

« Sectionals

= Occasional Furniture
« Accessories

" 3 DAYS ONLY - THIS FRIDAY, SATURDAY, AND SUNDAY
GORMANS

DREXEL HERITAGE

SHOWICASE

The State Of The Con(cmpomry Art
Telegraph at 12 Mile » Phone 353-3880

SHOWCASE

TROY: W. Big Beaver at Crooks

Phone 643-2070

Open Daily 10to B Monday, Thursday & Fuiday 19, Suntay Noon to0 &

“Percantages off requiat retad peices Priar Salet Entudes

Open Daily 10 to &; Monday, Thursday & Frday 9.

OPENTHIS SUNDAY NOONTO 5.

DEARBORN:
Across [rom Fairlane Mali » Phone 336-0340

Opea Daly 1010 6. Monday, Thorsday & Frday 109, Sunday Noon o %

260 Town Center Drive

© 19 Germany




