T~axpayers pick up travel tab for U.S.reps '

By Richard G. Thomas
special writor

Plancloads of lawmakers, thelr
aides and often spouses too streaked
repeatedly through internatlonal
skica Jast year, as more than half the
House membership took hundreds of
official trips ranglng [rom import-
ant business to patlonally televised
Jjunketing.

Democrats Stephen J. Solarz of
New York and BHI Rlchardson of :
New Mexlco were the leading trav-
clers among the 238 members who ~
made house calls on forelgn ports at
taxpayer expense, according to Roll
Call Report Syndicate’s second an-
nual survey of congressicnal globe-
trotiing.

Solarz spent the most days outside
the Unlted Staes, 64, on six rips to
27 countries, Richardson had the
most Lrips, seven, spending 42 days
in at least 10 countries.

Other House leaders, cach with
five trips and at least three weeks
overseas, were Maryland Republi-
can llelen Delich Bentley and Demo-

- crats Jajme Fuster of Puerte Rico,
Dennis M. Hertel of Michigan, Jim
Moody of Wisensin, Solomen P, Ortlz
of Texas and Charles B. Rangel of
New York, * .

TIE 238 HOUSE members, in-
cluding several who left office at the
end of 1990, took $17 trips over 3,239
days to 1,086 countries al a cost re-
ported by commiltees at $5.8 mii-
Jion. Rofl Call Report's 1989 survey
identified 214 members making 419
trips aver 3,048 days to 929 coun-
tries, at a committee-stated cost of
$4.5 million. The cosT figures also

.ald B.H. Solomon of New Y

cover stall (ravel overseas.

The survey did not cover Senate
travel or. House members’ extensive
global travel at the expense of spe-
cial Interests. .

1t is based on reports that commlt-
tees are required to flle for publica-
tion in the Congressional Record
The reports do not state what the
trips accomplish, nor indicate when
spouses go along. But when the trav-
cl involves miditary aircrafl, as most
trips do, the Pentagon makes a pub-
llc listing of passengers Including
spouses. .

One Defense Depariment manifest
shows that a- four-day Foreign Al-
fatrs Committee visit to Paris in
May, for a NATC parllamentary
conference, Included the spouses of
these members: Republicans Wil-
ltam S. Broomficld of Michigan, Ger-
ork,
Thomas J. Bliley of Virginia, Jan
Meyers of Kansas and Alex McCmil-
fan of North Carolina and Demo-
crats Dante B. Fascell of Florlda,
Jack Borrks of Texas, Ronald D.
Coleman of Texas, James Bllbrary
of Nevada and Nancy Pelosi of Call-
fornia.

CONSISTENT with House rules
and custom the spouses’ transporta-
tion was free because they filled oth-
erwise empty seats on the Alr Force
plane.

House practice alse permitted
spousal lodging to be covered by the
approximately $300 per diem each
lawmaker recelved from taxpayers
for daily expense in Paris.

Several of the Houses' 1989 travel
leaders were much less footloose in
1990. For example, California Dem-
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ocrat Mervyn Dymally had the most
trlps in 1989, eight, and the most
days away, 59. He cut that to three
teips and 28 days In 1990. California
Republican Davld Dreler, who ook
the second most trips In 1989, six,
was shown In commitee records as
golng abroad only three times in
1990 on officta) business.

Trips abread are almost always
scheduled to avold confllcts with leg-
Islative business. But some members
still manage (o miss record votes be-
cause of their travel. -

IN THE “VOTE lag" category —

-sian Gulf than any other destination,
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roll calls miased as a result of jetting
abroad — lhe 1990 leader was Tex-
as’ de la Garza, with 14 no-shows
recorded durlng an  Agriculture
Committee trip to Mexico in June.

Maryland's Bentley was absent for
elght votes while vlsiting Eastern
Europe in May. Ohio Democrat Ed-
ward F. Felghan milssed eight roll
cails as a result of an April trip to
Cyprus and Oregon Democrat Les
Au Coln missed (our votes because of
a June trip to Switzertand,

‘While lawmakers made more trips
to war mobillzatlon areas of the Per-

they also flocked lo such perennial

pléasure zones as Parls, Londen, Vi-

enna, Brussels, Bonn and Zurich.
Barbados, normally a coveted
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part, proved less hospitable than ex-
pected to nine House members who
stopped there in April for a few days |

at or near the beach.
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