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‘. WITH ONE BIG exception, Oak-
land proseculor Richard Thompson
probably took the correct course of
action when looking Into a get-to-
gether county ‘commissioners beld
March 17, while attending  meeting
of the National Assoctation of Coun-

Ues (NACO) In Washlngton D.C.
But I'm concerned the prosecutor many
2optAWTONg message; namely that a—consulted -with-the-county-atlorney,—upset.
plalnt from an dusl citizen that he did

i3 less important than one from an the

peeded

Prosecutor sent wrong message

‘That alone should have prompled  the newspaper, Thompson
conscientious commissioners to boy:  convey that somebow it had preced-
cott the meeting. If commissioners ence over ooe from a private
ted on something  citizen. . . as if the concerns of Bur-
of public Interest, let it be done In  ton-Ristau were less important.
public. That'’s basic to the intent of "
any open meetings act.

to be upda

people were concerned
But-two-flled

Tats s O
Act intended. It was designed to as-
When they learned of the meeting, - (13t citizens ~ s well as news-

papers — have access to publie fo-

FOR SEVEN YEARS as his'top
assistant, I watched school Superin.
tendent John Schultz of Rochester do
one whale of a job.

1 have worked for superintendents
Mike Jiober of Plymouth/Canton,
George Garver, late of Walled Lake

not Intend to  the maln remedy prescribed In the
Act. law. written

Ignoring he complalnt from Bur-

organization, In this case & weekly He just’ wanted commissloners — on the

gan's Open Meetings Act 13 “for tion on the solid waste
newspapers” rather than the general
public. — including la:

|or businesses — should be heard. believed they were dolog anything latin

The Open Méetings Act protects the illegal. *T didn't think &e‘ Michigan- vh .
general public as much as the Inter- 1aw applied when were were outside
-| ests of @ newspaper. .. - —.the state,” Rewold

newspaper. I also think the prosecu- Republicans and Democrats alike —  were Marilynne

tor reinforced the idea that Michl. to get the most up-to-date informa- head of RAIL (Residents Agalnst In- Investigated the meeting If the news-
clnerators and Landfllls) who lves paper had pot filed the same com-
and David A. plaint?

coced In Gruber, news editor of The Splnal
People — as much as Institutlons public service as well as the law —  Column, a weekly newspa,

program.
Neither Rewold nor his colleagues in Orion Township,

meeting al

county. - e
At a press conference, how
said be based his ln-

Here's the gr When ﬁny 1

Auburn Hills, reached, and no action was taken.
But the meeting was beyond public

REWOLD, WHO SAID he first scrutiny.

- .the
Oakiand officials g
Rewold and 18 other commissioners met to discuss a local project — the :::L;‘a‘;::, °“‘m.h
swere In Washington, they met to dis- most expensive and ambitious in. about why be did not pursue the
cuss the county’s proposed $500 mil- county bistory — at a meetlng tax-  other — or both. Thompson acknowl-
lion solid waste program that in- payers could not reasonably be ex- edged the complaint from Burton- Meetings Act intended. S
cludes a controversial inclnerator In  pected to attend. No declsions were  Ristan only in response to questioas.

THAT'S THE WRONG message.
By responding to the complaint from Eccentric Newspapers.

bout (he same time  ton-Ristau also
Burton-Ristau, the Would the proseculor’s oftice have

ralses a qguestion.

The prosecutor could bave easlly
avolded any seccond guessing. He
in the western part of the didn't bave to go 5o far as to base his

. . ... probe on Burton-Ristau's complaint.
All' he had to do was publicly ac-
| knowledge that her concerns — &s
the complaint of the “much as the newspape
po explanation enough to prompt an investigation

per circu-

After all, that's what the Open

Pat Murphy reports on Oak-
tand County for the Observer &

and Livonla, and Bill Kease of Berk-
~lejand-the~Oskiand-Intermedlate.
District.

N et
(B process. All"of -this

Hills, Terry Follbaum of Centerline, an Indepth venture.
George DePillo of Warren and for- ITiIs A

of Detrolt, Lew Schulman of Farm-  there came forth from

.. Flam of Berkley.
The best ly

r's —.Were

curriculum,
and strateglc planoing. It is ln the
latter category that Dr, Schultz by reduced allocations

Take a few lessons
... from school planner;

1 am also closely d with  iotense o time
other highly knowledgeable CEQ's sources that discourages most otber
lixe Bob Docking of Bloomfield districts from even attempting such’

beightened misfortune
mer-superintendents Art Jefferson that last year with little ‘wamin,

Laming a po-.
ington and the bard-driviog Sam ltica) expediencey called “categari-
cal recapture” which slashed school
L by milllons of dol
work BO-bour weeks, and they share lars (and incidentally cansed me to |
an eclectle expertise in budgeting, decide Lo retire to save the jobs of
personnel deployment  some of my younger stafl),
This recapture was accomplished
to districts

boasts a T-leg: Yy Tep with high
His intricate long.-range planning
model bas recelved national atten-
tion.

formula” districts are

Art makes changes in quality of life

last dime, they're not gonna lle down

THE THOUGHT of leaving the po- s

slilon of Creative Living editor after
more than 15 years produces a rush
of conflictlng emotions.

‘There will be more time for get-

' Corlnhe Abatt writes

and play dead. I love that quality
about people in the arts, 5o many are
doggedly persistent and innovative
in approach at the same Ume.
They'll find a way, they always have.

ting the muscles and the golf swing
back in shape — more time to walk
and swim, polish the photography
skills, do research In the library and _That's my consolation  prize.
take a couple of investment and dec.  They say It to be lce, but it happens
oratlve arts (I never 3ald I knew [t 1o be true — in spades. Many of the

a0l classes. Course I'm-looking.for-—people_I've_interviewed bave been !
ward to more leisurely v] W —painters; musicians;-scul|

the kids and grandson — are they (ors, authors and cecastonally Interi-
gonna be thrilled or what? Yes, these  Or desigoers, architects, gardeners
good things .and some possible new  and builders.

career directions bring o smile of  With the artists, particularly, the
antlclpation. act of creating — preducing some-
. But, right along with these comes  thing that has never been seen, heard
a tlnge of sadness. Friends, on thelr  or printed before — Is in 2 sense a
third, fourth or 10th million, are birthing or 1ife-glving process, and
prone to try to comfort me about my  &s sueh, it can be intoxicating. What
fack of extreme, vulgar, financlal a joy to play even a minor role In all
success by remarking how lucky I  this, especially since the quality of
am 1o have met $o many interesting &t coming out of this part of Michi-
people. gan continues to Improve.

of creation

counclls,
groups for that.
An‘:ism- that the arts have fallen
on bard times in

How can anyone call the teaching
of arts tn the schools frills? The act
Involves Innovative
thinking and problem seclving and

amateur or professional level in-
volves math, sclence, history, philos-
aphy and possibly even hlology, bota-
ny and cultural studles.
Aris In Michigan have flourlshed
in the last decade or 0. Thank the
now defunct Michigan Council for
(he Arts, regional art centers, deter-
mined, dedicated community art
orchestras and  artists

It's just that sometimes It gets hard-
er and harder to be a vislonary or a
seer, to polnt out the foibles of our
society, to make the environment
more beautiful, more lnteresting,
more challenging or more exciting.

_.._Sure, nobody ever promised these

T em—but—t

whom I've worked with and written
about and to the many I've missed ~
bere’s a long-stemed rose {rom me
for your valiant and heart-warming
efforts. We're talkin' about quality of
lfe — you really do make a differ-

bet your

no different than most other bu-

{ntendent. Each department carried  tional millions for 1991

to develop procedures for long-range
::salysu based on corporate meth-

3 bus facility.
Throughout the winter we sur-
veyed the key players in the district

to—al Mas

Then we‘ developed likely scenar-

cach scenario in terms of SWOTS
(strengths, weaknesses, opportunl-
ties, threats). From this we estab-
lished long-range goals, concrete ob-

them.
Angually, we repeated and refined  outh Canton district.

evaluation per pupll. These “out-of

Any hope for visionary school
planning goes up in smoke when our.
and analyzed the findings. In No-  state government imposes such
vember we looked at changes In the  of-the-pants legislation that cuts vie.
community; In December the staff  tall trees In the forest without 2pp
underwent scrutiny: in January the ciably nourishing the short ones. In:
topic was enrollment projections, dolng this, It bad no inkling of the:
Iollowed by student “profiles” and cruel impact on school employees'
financlal assessments In February livellhoods and children’s learning ;
reh———————————————————&0 ‘

0o Jonger

reimbursed for some things such-as
special education, driver education |
THE ROCHESTER schools were and student transportation.
Rochester alone Jost millions ¢l

reaucracies when he became super-  dollars from this, as well :,dl:l;
Uy

out its own plans minus any coordl- recently enacted residential proper- |
nation with other departments. The ty tax freeze. Adding 1o that iarge |
predictable result: chaos. Schultz  and growing district's difflculties ds
and his new leadership team set out  a desperate need to pass a:§3tunil- -
lion bond to renovate deterioratsd |
buildings and purchase -land

for a

%
Maybe our governor and leglsla- .
jos If nothlog happened to change ture could use some long-range plan- |
current trends. Finally, we studied  ning lessons from John Schultz.
John Telford, a Rochester Hills
vesident, most recently was on |
assistant superintendent in the
ence. . . Rochester School District. He pre-
Corinne Abatt is retiring Gf  jectlves and strategles for meeting  viouslywas executive director for
Oakland County Creative Living

secondary education in the Piym-
editor after 15 years. i
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Reg. SALE
Breakfront china .. _ -~ $4198
| Side chairs. ¢a . 538 377
} Arm chairs, ea. _. . .. 030 . 441
. Extension dining lable . 1858 1299
t Serwver | . . ... 1822 1275

e Crrsawbiy yours. These impressive Harden solid cherry

. pieces receeate a charming 18th Century atmasphere in
Hand crafted and finished to a lustrous radiance, these ¢

i tradition means . . . visit our showroom today!
Now SAVE 30% on every piece of HARDEN FURNITU
! SAVE 25%.
fhut hurry, the sale ends Scptember 16,

 Swd Gl

Zﬁﬁf’sﬁ;,,\‘j};‘,"‘“'*;;‘J,’,};”- of Bloomfield Hills

o bornant e g a0

w49 HARDEN

' LAST 4 DAYS TO SAVE ON. . .

Your new Harden dining room

H " Fine furniture . . . designed to last from generation to genesation

dining room
your home.
fassic pieces

are the next generation's heirlooms. Discover what living with refined

RE. Also

0% on every other manufacturer in the store.

332-8348

Open Mon., Thuts., Fri ‘tl 9 p.m

,Wed, Sat.'al s:30pm.

1991 NBD HOUSING CONFERENCE
0

A HomelIsThe
American Dream.

Affordable

ousing

To help solve this problem, NBD Bank is sponsuring the 1991 Housing
Conference on Saturday, September 28, at the Univensity of Detroit
Merey Conference Center. Conference workshops are designed to help
Metro Detroit N

INDIVIDUALS
« determine how much
they can afford

 CHURCH LEADERS

* tart their own housing
developmient projects

« build and stabilize
neighborhoods

REALTORS AND DEVELOPERS

+ transform housing
. development into profits

+ learn how: to buy a hone
and sources of financing

COMMUNITY GROUPS
+ acquire and rehabilitate
property
« obtain financing for
developiment projects -

+ abtun mnovative
financing .

Warkshops will be led by community feaders. developers. tegal experts., rep-
resentatives from Detroit, HUD, and local universities. and NBD officers.
The cost is $15 for the fint person from an organization, and $10 for others
from the same organization, or for individuals. Scholanships are available.
To register before September 20, call 225-3492. .

A home is the American Dream. Let's tum those dreams into realities.

The right bank can male a difference.

- IsANightmare.
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