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Outrageous opera

Performances of the Birming-
ham Theatre production of "Lend
Me-a’ Tenor” continue through
Nov. 3. For ticket information,
call the box office at 644-3533.

By Barbara Michals

the natlonal tour of “Lend
B Me a Tenor,” stars Barry
Nelson and Ron Holgate are still
freshly enthusiastic about tie Bir-
mingham Theatre production open-
Ing this week.

. Holgate plays Tito, a Mamboyant
lalian tenor, who is about to make
his American debut with a Cleveland
opera company. His sudden, acciden-
tal Incapacitation sets off a chaln of
bltarious complications, Nelson por-
trays Saunders, the distraught im-
presario trying to cope with it ail.

Batry Nelson portrays the op-
era impresario who is bring-

ing an internationally re-
‘nowned opera siar to Cleve-
land for his American debut
In the zany comedy “Lend Me

. .

know the show so well,” he sald, “but

sometimes it is like trylng to be in

iwo places at once, I must rely on

others’ eyes when I'm on stage
G

myse!

With his shock of gray halr and
sparkling dark eyes, the tall and
_._handsome Holgate looks llke a daz-

g 2 star even when' he's rev

Jaxing between rchearsals in jeans

““-anda hot plnk pola shirt. =~ -

Though best known for his work in

on comedy that goes back to his co-
starring in the very popular televi-
slon scries ‘My Favorite Husband®
for 103 live performances In the
mig-"50s.

HE BEGAN hls career starring in
“Macbeth™ at the University of Cali-

Reminiscing about the
of lve Nelsan

mustcals {“A Funny Thing
on the Way to the Forum,” “1778,"
and “The Grand Tour” on Broadway
plus the national companies of

nie,” *42nd St.,” and *Can Can"), the
affable South Dakota natlve began
his career as an opera singer after
theater tralning at Northwestern
University and extensive volce traln-
Ing.

NELSON, INTERVIEWED in his
comfortable dressing room, is the

a Tenor” at the Bir

BOTH ACTORS clte the show's  rpospre.

fine writing as the reasen for its
enormous success.
“The genlus of the play is that the All that movement proved hazard-

situation is sa believable. This Is the  ous when the shaw was rehearsiag in

genial Ithesis of the
-high-strung Impresario he plays. Has
he ever warked for anyonc like Saun-
ders?
“David Merrick,” he sald, “for.
whom I did ‘Cactus Flower' on

most important day in the lives of P Holgate
these characters. The wrlting sets  recalled. The much-used doors had
the situation up so that [t makes sharp steel edges, and the perform-
sense and never scems forced,” 2ald  ers all had bandaged knuckles and
Holgate who nlso dirccis (his pro-  even a few stitches.

* duetion, “Tenor™ Is a farce “of clas-

|

HOLGATE ORIGINATED the

sleat proportlons” with eight play-
role of Tito when “Tenor’ was first

ers, one sci, and slx doors in frequent
use.
“The comedy comes from the
inter-relationships of these very vol-
Lo,-colorful characiers. The humor

Festival and performed it In the
London and Broadway productions
as well. Yet he says be stlll finds new
is not dep on Uners. In ad- for comic nuances cach
dition, the show has tots of visual ap-  timc around. .
peal, with lots of movement plus a Dirccting the show at the same
Tush set and 1} Y time he is p has some ob-
sald Nelson. vious difflcultles. “It" helps that I

and ‘42nd Street’ on tour,
There aren't many colorful tm-
presarics around any more; produc-
crs are businessmen now.”

He spoke fondly of the weeks on
tour with “Tenor.” He Joves 1o trav-
el, and-has done:so extensively (n
Europe and Asa. “This gave me a

said, “1 rented a car and drove be-
tween citles. | loved seeing the coun-
tryside, the old houses, stopplng off

{or dinner at some old mill. I hope .

another chance to toyr comes up.”
Nelson has'had a leng, varied ca-

recr cncompassing ‘comedy, drama,

and muslcah,’wm! a’heavy emphasis

“It was far from glamorous; it was a
fousy life, you went to work when it
was stil] dark out and returned home
tn the dark to learn the lines for the
next day, and there were no residu-
als from those days.”

Nelson has the distinction of belng
the first actor to pertray James
Bond. this was in a live telecast of
“Caslno Royale” with Peter Lorre as
the villain, pre-dating the movle
Bonds, “The pressure was great with
live televislon. The orchestra was in
a room next-door, If your iming was
off, the orchestra would be playing
to underscore the ‘actlon at just the
wrong time.”

SHAKING HIS great mass of red
halr, Nelson expressed no desire to
return to televislon work regularly.
Nelson said he believes the Blr-
mingham production of “Lend Me a
Tenor" benefits from al) the careful
polishing the show has had since its
inceptlon. He stresses though, that he

nderein bl o S e T ond Mo & Teror,” WHIGH SEaNed TU
clone of what previous actors have show “Len e a tenor,” whic

done. He secs the character as hav-
Ing “many colors, nat just one-note
comedy. There’s a lot of dry humor
that makes his ecxploslons more
meaningful."

Afier long invelvements with the
show, both Holgate and Nelson con-

fornla,-but switched to.comedy. “bes
eause 1 want to get patd,” he joked
—with a warm grin. .

pressures

STEPHEN CANTAELL/stal photographer

Ron Holgate watches opera fans sing for free tickets to the’
esday st the Birs———
mingham Theatre, Holgate stars as Tito Merelli, known to his

tans as “ll Stupendo,” an international opera star.

" tinue to speak of “Lend Me a Tenor™

with a deep affection and respect.
Barbara  Michalsis a retired
Southficld English tcacher. A the-

ater critic for the last 17 ycars,
she is an inveterate playgoer who
regularly catches up on all the
New York productions.

{3
Rick Frederick and Miriam Yezbick in a scene from “Laughing
WIiid" 1o be presented at the Attic Theatre in Detroit, Sepl. 13-
15. : :
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Performances of the Attic The.
atre’s production of “Laughing
Wild" continue through Sept. 15
at the Attic Theatre in Detroit,
For ticket information call &75-

By Kesly Wygonik
stat! writer

It sounds like an unusual comblna-
tion, soctal work and theater, but An-
nette Madias of Farmington Hills
has shaped her career to accommo-

« date both

“One gives me a lot of material
for the other,” sald Madias, pro-
ducer. dircclor af “Laughing Wild,”
an outrageous comedy by Christo-
pher Durand, Sept. 13-15 at the Attle
Thealre in Detrnit.

160 by Machus

A cozy place for gathering
located In the heart of
Downtown Birmingham

1

Open Sundays!

1| .. Noon - 5 pm
" Featuring 3 selettion of soups; salads,
sandwiches, burgers and much, much
more! We are also open for breakfast!
Monday thru Wednesday 8:30 am - 8:00 pm
Thursday & Friday 8:30 am - 9:00 pm
Saturday 8:00 am - 9:00 pm

644-1018

SR —J

LI 460 W. Maple + Birmingham

She works the midnight shift at a
suiclde preventlon center in Detrolt
and runs drama therapy workshops
for adult survlvors of Incest. She's
also an artlstlc associate and faculty
member at the Actors Alliance Con-
scrvatory In Southfleld, and a direct-
ing stafi member at Crossroads Pro-
ductions in Redford.

Madias has directed a number of
shows for area theater groups in-
cluding the Actors Alllance Theatre
Company, Somerset Dinner Theatre
and The Theatre Company. She's
also won awards for work as a pro-
ducer, director and production as-
sistant.

A graduate of Harrison High
School in Farmington Hills, Madlas
started out as a pre-law/sociology

major at the University of Detroit.
She started taking theater classes
and liked it.

“I took a couple of classes on a.
lark, and ended up changing my ma-
Jor to fine arts, theater directing,”
she said. :

“Laughing Wild” is about a man
and woman coping with life In the
90s. These two off-the-wall strangers
come together in a number of ways

which Jead them iato a roller-coaster *

relationship with angry, sexy, terrl-
fying and hilarjous experiences are
the result,

“It sounds very hcavy, bui It's
done in a funny stand-up comedy
sort of way,” said Madlas.

The production touches on some of
today's topics — AIDS, the environ-

'Yéii’]jrljrove OurWe

Director draws on real life drama

ment, therapy and New Age religion
areonly a few.

When the woman encounters the
man and his new-age friends med}-
tating, she joins in "Ohhmmm," they
moan together, until she geis bored
and pretends to be a car alarm in-
stead,

Said to be an entertainment poised
oddly between Samuel Beckett,
Spalding. Gray, Monty Python and
Saturday Night Live. “Laughing
Wild” was first presealed at Play-
wrights’ Horizons in New York City
in 1987, :

Tickets are $13 and $15. The Aftic
Theatre is at 7339 Third ‘West Grand
Boulevard. Secure, lighted parking is .
available across the street from the
theater.
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"Masters of Mystery"

This is your chance o live a mystery ...
. stay the night and test your powers of

Mystery Package Includes:
« Welcome reception at 7 p.m,, complate
« Ongoing murder mystery frum 7 p.m. on
. = One night deluxe accommodations

« Continental breoktast Saturday
‘e Doportunity to win a prize

*110

Show dates: Sept. 20, Oct. 4, Nov, 1,15, 1991
Jan. 24, Feb. 21, 28, Mar. 13,27, 1992

313-477-4000
Aoliday D

FARMINGTON HILLS

Resort and Conference Center
38123 W. 10 Mile Road
Farmington Hills, M1 48335

per couple
plus tax*
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Live
Maine Lobster

)t bs. of succulent whole Maine
lobster, with Redskin potatoes.

B Grilled Chicken
i Breast

Seasoned grilled chicken breast,
and Rdskin potatoes.
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i adition o oun regulle menu, w
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Baby Back

S
Half s of ety by bock s
and Prench Fries.

Dinner specials are only $10.95 for adults and
59.95 for seniors and children under 10.
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