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Restaurateur

creates tasty
arts benefit

"By Bob Skiar
. ataff writer

1In the wake of Gov, John Engler's
deep cuts in state arts funding, a

Bloomfield Hills restagrateur bas -
: day of our week with a contldgeat

uavelled a novel idea to help support
cultural jewels like Cranbrook Acad-
emy of Art.

Jim Kokas’ Opus One, at 565 E.
Larned in downtown Detroit's Brick-

“ town, will mix fine dining with en-

* tertainment and

speclal exhibita In a
bid to ralse $10,000 to $20,000 week-

*ly for the arts over the next flve
 weeks. :

He and his partoers also will
donate 50 percent of food revenue
from a la carte weekday dinners
during the five-week drive to a dif-

" ferent arta Lnstitution.

At least $10,000 was raised for the

- . arts at the $100 a person kickoff din-

ner, “Opus for the Arts,” Friday.
Hoping to deepen alleglance to the
cultural enrichment provided by the’

Ilrll, Kokas told 230 dinner-goers,
. many from the Observer & Eccen-

—individials-

tric:ru:“lthupwuchnfmn
al unlty-as-a

sald Roy Slade, presldent of Cran-
brook Academy.of Art, a Bloomfield
Hills graduate school of art, archl-

tecture and design founded in 1932 -

by Eliel Saarinen.
“We plan o come down the Mon-

from the Cranbrook Educational

cludlog chalrman
duteh treat for all.”
THIS YEAR, the Academy, which
Includes a contemporary visual arts
museum, drew $133,800 In state sup-
port, 60 percent of its anticipated
grant of $223,000, The $223,000 rep-
resents 10 percent of the Academy

pes Lo draw at least
$100,000 next year. “Que of our con-
cerns,” he sald, "fa how abrupt the
xovammwt budget cut was. We had
time to seek alternative

State funding gou Into public out-
reach and education — exhiblts, lec-
tures, tours and brochures at the mu-
seura and student scholarships at th

. Southfield Civic
draws attentlon (o quality of art -

Michlgan Outdoor Sculpture III,
an exhibition of works by 20 Michi-
gan artlsts on the grounds of the
Center, again

being produced In this state.
Perhaps (he strongest statement

this event makes is what can be

achleved through cooperative ef-

Ideas taking shape

Southfield display focuses on form

“Bell Weather,” a 12 foot high
work of painted and natural alumi-
num. An honorable mention was
glven to David Newton for “Anoa,
* a figurative work in cement.

Other works In the show were by
Herb Babcock, Robert Blelat,
Jumu Barn, Joseph DeLauro, Nor-

Gl

forts of business, g and
the fine arts commualty

He-
beft Matthew ilolhnd Nancy

Louis

. and cochalrman of lhc exhlbitlon

committee with Michael Curtls,
sald it was organized to “encour-
age business support and partielpa-
tion in the arts, siimulate the cul-

" tural eavironment In Michigan and

enhance publlc awareness and ap-

Sue Linburg, James
Oxtord. Thomas Palazzolo, John
Plet, Willlam Stone, Pamela
Stump, Dale.Wedlg and Marsha
Wood.

The exhlbitlon continucs through
October. It is open free of charge. -
The Civic Center Is at

Jation for outdoor sculp! by
acclalmed Michigan artists,”

The $1,000 Arts Foundatlon of
Mlchigan award went to Dora Na-
tella for her bronze, “La Naclta,”
(birth). The $500 award from the
Business Consortium for the Arts
was glven to Wiillam Mayer for

The free exhibit
continues through
[o]

whole to n:pport the arts In cvery
le.”

. way possible.

“OPUS FOR the Arts” will bene-
it
# Sept. 9-18 — Center for Cre-

" ative Suldlu (studenu will display

- musicat and artisf

artistic talents).

. 0 Sept. 16-20 — Det:au Institate

ters from DIA exhiblts
wlll adorn the walls).
-Sept-23-27-—

y Orchestra (DSO sounds will Il
um muurnnt).

® Sept. 80-Oct. 4 — Cranbrook
Academy of Art (works by nmdemy
artists and students will be
played).

@ Oct. 7-11 — Michigan Opera
Theatre (MOT siogers will perform
opera sets and show tunes).

““This shows incredible initlative,”

Roy Slade

- Detroit Sympho-~

_Elght corporate sponsors have
a to match one-fifth (§2,000 to
$4,000) of all weekly restaurant
donations during “Opus for the
Arts:” Blue Cross and Blue Shield,
Comerica, Coopers & Lybrand, Cross.
Wrock, Detrolt Edison, J. Walter
Thompson, Kowalski Sausage and
Ulrxilvtml Standard Medlcal Labora-
tores.

Calling the arts a communily p.l]- .

lar,~Stade ~urged -Oakland ~Coun
buslnesses to follow the example set
by Kokas and partners E4 Mandxi-
araof Smllng Helghts, George Blet-

zas of Grosse Ile and Gus Kokas of
bnrborn.

OPUS ONE patrons Friday In-
cluded Ron and Deb Muratore of
Farmiangton Hills. “We're losing a
valuable part of our cultural heri-
tage through the arts cuts,”
said. “I don't feel future generations
should have less of that heritage
than we have.”

He lauded Kokas, “It takes a lot of
guts, especlally in these economic
times, to pledge this und of financlal
support.”

Christine Strumbos of Bloomfield
Hills echoed simllar sentiments. “I
think perhaps he has focused In on
something we're all aware of but
perhaps were at odds with what to
do about it.”

She sces a alde benefit. to in-
creased private support to the lru
more freedom of expression. .

“We just think it's approptiate for
private enterprise and individuals to
pick up where the public sector
leaves off so we'll be able to appreci-
ate and teach the arts in future gen-
crations,” sajd Livonla' . resident
Richard Hatseth, attendlog wﬂ.h hix
wife, Judlth,

Stone:
artint, who Ilveo near Grand
Rapids, grew up In Lathrup
Village.

Center.

JEARY ZOLYNSKY/stall photographer

This whimsical 7-foot, brightly painted steel figure Is one of a
‘group ol 'om by Dale -lahn Wedlg.

Evergreen and 10% Mile, South-
fietd.

-~

_ JERRY ZOLYNSKY/staff photographer

“Jate,” of bronza and stone, 5
by 3 by 2 feet, by Norma Pen-
chansky Glasser, is one of
saveral figurative works in
the exhibition,

“Totem Form " by Thomas Palazzolo, a 10-foct high mixed

media work, is the centerpiece

7" JERRY ZOLYNSKY/statt pholographer

of the exhibitlon.

Birmingham house tour Sunday offers
special chance to see unusual

designs, Page 3D

-‘Fascinatin’ Rhythm’
opens pops season

.z

. Blrmingham-Bloomlield Sympho-
ny Orchestra opens the new season
with the flrst of three pops concerts

Scpt. 26, at Tem.

3-ALS paa Thuesday,
ple Beth' E); 14 Mlle and Telegraph,

Bloomlietd Townshlp

Guest =ondllclor Charles
Greeawell will conduct the opener,
“Fasclnatln’ Rhythm,” featuring

: musle by George Gershwin.

. Greenwell s music director for

. WQRS-FM radlo.

. “Invitation to the Dance™ Is sched-

+ uled for 8 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 23,
and “Just for Fun,” will be at 8 p.m.

. Thursday, April 2,

‘The three-concert classlcal season
begins with "Russlan Spectacular”
at 7:30 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 20, with

< guest soloist Linda Snedd:n-
. Smith.“Detrolt Opera Legends” at
: 7:30 p.m. Sunday, Feb, 23, will fea-
+ ture Glenda Kirkland, Shirlcy Love,
ZGeorge Shirley and Ara Berberian
. performing favorite opera over-
B hu-u, arias and ensembles.

Season tickets for botlh
the clagsical and the

' pops series are”
avaliable at special
rates. Individuat
concert tickets are
also avaliiable.

Planist Leszek Barkiewicz will be
the guest artist for the concert at
7:30 p.m,. Sunday, Mny 17, “Eastern
European Freedom,

Fellx Resnick, conductor and mu-
sic director for the BBSO, will con:
duct the classical concerts. This is
his 17th scason with this orchestra,

Secason tickets for cither or both
classical and pops series tickets are
still available at special rates. And
Individual concert tlekets are also
avallable. For Information, cail §45-

(O See “Point of views” page
for Co Abatt's
reminiscences

Longttme Oakland County Cre-
atlve Living editor Corinne Abatt
wlll retlre from the Obscrver & Ee-
centrie Friday after 21 years of
award-winning professionalism tn
a variety of reporting and editlng
roles.

Mary Klemic, a newspaperwom-
an for 11 years and the OE's
ORI O O

succeed Abalt, assistant mmwxlng
editor Bob Sklar announced Sept. 6.

Abatt Is looking ahead to [ree-
lance writing (“for whatever publi-
catlons [ can sell storics to™), penn-
Ing more short stories (“for fun
slnce 1 haven't-had any published
yet”), a Schoolcraft College class-
room (“where I'll teach feature
writing for the {a)] semester”) and
enjoying her famlly (“my (hree
children and one grandson™).

“I've known Co for most of ber
years st the OLE. And I've always
admired her 2pirit for the job and
tenacity for the story,” Sklar satd.
“'She paints wonderfully rich word
portralts on the arts beat and she’ll
lcave behind a legacy as a master-
ful chronicler ofthe arts.”

New 'e'ditor takes helm of Creative Living

S T B

Corinne Abatt
‘an Inspliration’

“Co has been an inepiration to
co-warkers, readers and arts devo-

tees allke,” Sklar added. "We're the *

poorer for her calling It quits but
the richer for her legacy of distinc-
tive journalism.”

MANAGING EDITOR Steve
Barnaby also lauded Abatt’s years
of service.

tlons trom Wayne State Unlversity.
She did a college internship at the
O&E in 1979, then spent three
years reporting for the Dearborn/
Dearborn Helghts Times-Herald.
She jolned the OLE staff in 1982.
She wrote for many sections, in-
cluding Creative Living, before be-
coming a copy desk edilor In 1987,
Klemic is an avld reader and an
arts enthusiast. She plays the plano
and gultar and Ls studying violin.
“She'll bring new ideas, unbri
died enthusiastm and an casy-to-

Living beat,” Sklar sald.”
“I'm looking forward to sharing

Mary Kleml
‘unbridied enthusiasm’

“Anyone who has ever worked
with Co Is touched by her enthusi-
asm, She s a journalist in the best
tradition. She served the public
well She was one of the first per-
sons I met when 1 came here near-
Iy 20 years ago. We all will miss
her," he said.

Klemle, 34, carned a bachelor of
arts degree in mass communica-

my love and appreciation for the
arts with our readers and to share
thelr perspectives on the arts with
one another,” Klemic sald.

“Qakland County has a lot to of-
fer from art follawers as well as
artlsts, Creative lifestyles are vital
and excitlng In a communlty.”

ABATT, A three-Ume Journallat
of the Year nominee, won a 1990
Governor's  Arts  Award, which
salutes excellence and leadership
inthe arts. )

The Beverly Rills resident has
been Creative Living editor in Oak-
land County since 1975, v

Pleasa tumn to Puqola

‘read wru.ins style to the Creatlve |



