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Vote ‘no’

'C’ville is asking too much

1

- [ VOTE IN THE PrIMARY ] -

YOU MUST HAVE DECLARED Ymﬂ .

: l*
"~ 1 PARTY PREFEREN CE To VOTE TODA

School District — which includes a sec-

tion of southeast Farmington Hills —

. will be going Lo the polls to decide the
fate of 2 $19 million bond Issue request,

- The Observer urges a NO vote on the bond is-

ON MONDAY voters of the Clarencevilie

sue.

* The request is to approve borrowing $19 mil-

lion for a period of 30 years. The debt will be

" repaid with annual payments generated by an
annual debt retlrement millage levy not to ex-
ceed 4 mills.

‘1" If the bond issue Is approved, the most addi-
. tional taxes that will be vollected in any given
year is 4 mills or $4 per $1,000 state equalized
valuatlon. The levy could be tess than 4 mills In
any given year since Clarenceville, by state law,

«in any particular year can only levy the exact

ment. B
" When 4 mills are levied, the added tax pay-
: ment for the owner of a $70,000 house would be

$140.
NO ONE IS pleased about the level of property

Farmington Hills’ future, although its
Tocation has yet to be decided.

There have been several interesting
< suggestions, Inctuding the merger of the new
. public library with the Oakland Community Col-
|_lege Li

THERE'S A NEW main public library In

+ty, would be on campus which is bang in the mid-
« dle of Farmington Hills,
This library merger Is an idea with possibili-
" ties. We hope it gels a falr hearing by city and
college officials.

Placing the library on campus would heighten
, the public awareness of OCC and its purpose, We
think Orchard Ridge facilties are underused by
» the genral public.

THE COLLEGE has been around for more

- amount needed to make that year's debt pay- :

taxes— necded—to—support—pub
Clarenceville resldents, already burdened, pay a
total of 41 mills for operation. The prospect of
paying 4 more mills is a dim one,

We have no quarrel with the $19 million loan
or with the items to be purchased, renovated or
repaired. .

We do have a problem recommending that
voters approve an additional 4 mills when they
are already paying dearly for educational ser-
vices, . . .

We continue to believe that it is an unreason-
able burden in recesstonary times to collect an
additonal 4 mills from homeowners,

We believe that Clarenceville homeowners
cannot afford 4 more mills at this point. We urge
the school board to eonsider a more reasonable
levy, such as 2 mills, and build the bond Issue
“backwards” based on what taxpayers can af-
ford, .

For that reason we ask Clarenceville resldents
to vote no on the bond tssue Monday and urge the
board to come back with a more modest, afford-
able proposal. .

|Why not merge libraries?

than 25 years, but it's our feeling that the com-
munity's non-student population has had little to
do with it. Town and gown scem to exist in two
separate worlds, .

And having the library at OCC would take
some of the pressure off Peltz-MDOT, that sliver

ge Library on the Orchard Ridge campus. The _of undeveloped Jand tucked under 1696 west of
+ new library, serving both OCC and the communi-. arminglon Road. —remal

The Community Library has a portion of the
city-owned Peltz land reserved for a new facility
— and it may well end up there, But naturalists
have made some convincing arguements for
leaving Peltz-MDOT in its natural state.

Anyway, with a council election coming up,

- there's bound to be plenty of comment about the

new llbrary’s location and Peltz-MDOT. Resi-
dents are golng to be speaking up on this issue.
We hope officials listen well and make sound de-
cisions. .
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21D~ ALL GROWN-UPS Coutn vore!

Engler education plan
lacks financial backing

GOVERNOR ENGLER last week
unveiled in a special speech to the
Legislature his long-awaited propos-
als to Improve school quality,

The most important thing about
the speech may be that 1t ‘was given
at all. After nine months In offlce, it
Is clear that the governor's promise -
to focus on education Is belng kept.

‘Whether Engler’s proposals make
any sense In substance or En the bur-
Iy-burly political process in Lansing

ains-to-be-seen—My-expert

that the politles of school improve-
ment are much more difficult than
the substance.

Some parts of the Engler package
make more sense than others.

THE EMPHASIS on the young at-
risk kIds is very good.

The governor wants to spend lots
more on all-<day kindergarten for
them. He wants tutoring for these
klds through second grade to give
them a good start in math and read-
Ing.

skills, fewer kids would need help
later on.”

_ANOTHER GOOD idea is to have
schools guarantce the baslc job-re-
lated skills of graduates to thelr em-
ployers.

+ Pioneered in the Plymouth-Canton
school district, the system Ls simple,
Every graduate comes with a war-
ranty that reading, writing, math
and reasoning skills are up to ;_nuﬂ.

ence-{s—I{-the-employer—finds-tha!

the kid 1s returned to schoo! and re-
mediated free.

‘This sensible approach focuses on
results. It uses incentlves — free re-
medlation — to satlsfy customers —
employers.

It is unpopular with a lot of school
people who are accustomed to pass-
Ing kids from grade to grade. I got
dirty looks when T suggested a ver-
slon of the idea to state government
heavywelghts five years ago. Here's
hoplng the cllmate in the Legislature
has changed since then.

government — especially those big, amor-
phous bodies called the Oakland and Wayne
County boards of commissloners,
But the Oakland County group has made a
istake — one that the Wayne County board,
-county prosecutor and state attorney general
-should tearn from.
* Ni of its 27 met March
217 behind locked doors while attending a confer-
-ence of the National Association of Counties in
“Washington, D.C.
- Although no decisiens were reached and no ac-
:tion was taken, the meeting was beyond public
serutiny. .
- That's an apparent violation of the Michigan
‘Open Meetings Act and an affront to the public
‘interest, no matter where you live.

I’l"é HARD TO GET excited about county

THEY WERE MEETING to talk about possi-

bly the hottest issue in Oakland County history:
-the $500 million solid waste program, including
Ahe controversial incinerator in Auburn Hills.
“The issue is also one voters will be invelved in on
‘Nov..5, when they vote on a financing proposal.—
something that needs public information.
T Board chairman Roy Rewold called the secret
:meeting in the nation’s capital, then later said he
-didn’t think Michigan law applied because com-
‘missioners were outside the state.

According to Oakland County prosecutor Rich-
ard Thompson, commissioners were notified of
the morning meeting the night before. “One
commissioner sald he was notified there would
be a meeling before leaving Oakland County.”™

The wife of one of cornmissioner was excluded
from the meeting, Thompson said.

By excluding an Oakland*County resident from

NIVERSAL voting rights didn't come
casily, but were achieved only with the
passage of three key Amendments to
the Constitutlon.

The Twenty-Sixth Amendment, ratified in
1971 when many young people were protesling
the Vietnam War and otherwise expressing their
political views, delivered the right to vote to
adult citizens aged 18 years and older. It was the
[ most swiftly ratificd Amendment.

The Twenty-Fourth Amendment, ratified in

Amendments guarantee
universal voting rights

County board

| gos outweigh logic over act

the meeting, and subsequently locking the doors,
i their intent,

S ated
Thompson said.

THE OPEN MEETINGS ACT says in parl:
“All meetings of a public body shall be open to
the public and shall be held in a place available
to the general public. All persons shall be per-
mitted to attend any meeting except as other-
wisc provided in this act.”

Thompson asked the commission to sign an
agreement, reached with Rewold, that the meet-
ing “may have constituted an unintentionat vi
lation of the Open Meetings Act” and stipulated
that future meetings would comply with the law.

By a 19-5 vete they refused, and the prosecu-
tor promptly filed a civil suit against them, scek-
ing a declaration that a violation of the law oc-
curred and asking for an order that future meet-
ings comply with the Act.

Judge Hilda Gage has sel a trial for Nov. 25.

The only commissioners who favored the
agreement were: Rewold, R-Cakland Townshi
Frank Millard, R-Sylvan Lake; Larry Crake, R-
Waterford, Richard Skarrilt, R-Milford; and
Donna Huntoon, R-Clarkston.

IT 1S TO REWOLD'S credit that he has
worked out a way to make amends. Ditto for the
four commissioners.

As for the rest, it is apparent that their egos
outweigh their logic.

Last year, around 10,000 Michigan
at-risk 4-year-olds attended state-
funded half-day programs, out.of an
estimated 13,000 ellgibles. Another
28,000 chlldren participated in fed-
eral Head Start and Chapter One
programs.

Research fIndings — from a Uni-
verslty of Michigan study in Ypsilan-
U — arc definliive: Special early
help really makes a dlfference for
at-risk kids. As Waync-Westland Su-
petintendent Dennis O'Nelll sald, “If
we can get kids ready at an esrly
age and get them the appropriate

school aid fermula. “The last time
the state did something major for
" eaid

Farmington Superintendent Michael
Flanagan, referring to the "Robin
Hood” bill that shifted $50 million
from rich to poorer districts for the
1980-1'school year. ‘

THE BIGGEST problem remains
moncy.

Take Engler’s interest in lengthen-
ing the schoo) year fram 180 to 200
days. He proposed $300,000 In incen.
tives for pilot profects — a drop .
compared with the hundreds of mik *
lions necded to do it statewlde. .

THE GOVERNOR did pay
homage to conservatlve ldeology.
Schools of choice are to be achleved
through something called “charter”
schools, partly funded by the state
but run by former teachers or prl-
vate business.

Teachers unlons are sure o ©
pose two other good tdeas: making it
harder for teachers to get tenure and
allowlng non-ceriifled (l.e, not un-
lonlzed) people to Leach.

Local superintendents remain
fearful of more Unkering with the

1c the g way
the governor is using the states
present budgetary crisis. He can ad-
vocate all kinds of improvements for -
our schools, knowing full well that
the money (o pay for il just [sn't ™~
there.

It's a politician’s dream, being
able to suppart both sides with no-
body around to call him a hypocrite.

Phit Power is chairman of the
company that owns this newspa-
per. His aword-winning column
will appear perivdically.

from our readers

City must
pay its bills

To the edltor:

An open letter to the residents of
Farmington:

1 have recently received a letier
from Patrick L. Anderson, a Farm-
[ngton resldent, who alleges that the
recyeling fee ndopted by the city
counctl is actually a lax, and an ille-
gal tax at that.

Further, Anderson urges me to
advise resldents that they are not
bound 10 pay the fee as billed. Ander-
son writes on the leiterhead of Alex-
ander Hamilton Life, and we have
been that he, or someone,

The Oakland County Board of Ci
must sign the agreement not to violate the Open
Meetings Act. It's an act which strengthens the
right of residents, regardless of where they live,
to know what goes on in goverment by requiring

. public bodies to canduct nearly all business at

open meetings. .

2ih

| _BillofRighs

1964 at the height of the Civil Rights strugple,
put an end to the use of the poll taxes that some-
times were used to deny the right to vote to oth-
erwisc qualified citizens.

And the Twenty-Third A d cnabled

Is circulating a similar message to
the general print and clectronle me-
dia of the metropolitan arca.

For that reason, I have chosen 1o
answer Anderson publicly.

‘The ordinance which established
the reeyeling program and sel the
fees was introduced at the councll
meeting on May 6, 1991, and adopted
at the councll meeting or May 20,
and that person did not question the
validity, or the prudence of the user
fec as the means of flnancing the
program.

The authority to establish a fee
system to flnance the recycling pro-
gram was reviewed by the city at.
torney prior to the drafting of the ar-
dinance so that clty councl) would be

residenats of the District of Columbia lo partici-
pate In presidential clections. Districl residents
had been clamoring for the vote at least since
1801, butl the Amendment thal gave it to them

. was not ratified unti) 1961, Only later did they

get the right to elect non-voting representatives
to Congress.

Steve Barnaby managing editor

Dick Isham gencral managet

Judith Doner Berae assstant managing editor

In compliance with state law.

THE EFFORTS of the city council
Lo adjust solid waste control practic-
s to rising costs and Increasing reg-
ulatlon have been well publicized, In-
cluding highlighted treatment in the
last two community annual reports
which are malled to every resident.

Recyellng ltself has been highly
visible since the recycling center at
the Department of Publle Services
yard opened in 1989,

Following the open and deliberate
procedures described above, the city
has entered into a contract with
Waste Management Inc. to collect
recyclables.

We are now well into the third
maonth of recyeling and the city Is in-
currlng costs which must be pald.
‘The budget pravides for paying those
costs with the proceeds of the recy-
cllng fee which I belleve was proper-
Iy and prudently adopted by the city
council. For those reasons, the city
has mailed the recycling bills and is
collecting the fee.

Upon receipt of Anderson's first
fetter, the clty -administratlon re-
quested an additlonal review of the
ordinance by the city attorney and
another.respecled law flrm.

Both firms have assured the clty
council that the ordinance Is proper-
ly drawn. Yet Anderson would have
us suspend collectlon of the fee to
permil more discussion.

1 BELIEVE that the resldents of

Mbseruer & Eccentric Newspapers ——

Suburban Commuinications Corp
Phitip Power chiurman ol the board
Richard Aginian presigent

Farmington have been aware of the
recycling issuc for ot least two
years, that they have understood the
issue, and that they support the ac-
tion of the clty council as an effees
tive and falr response to a difficult
problem.

1 can assure the citizens of Farm-
{ngton that neither the city council
nor its administration have been ar-
bitrary or premature in moving for-
ward with the program require-
ments as established by ordinance.
Anderson is simply wrong in his
views on this matter.

Anderson is certainly welcome, as
are all residents, to express their
opinions on this or other subjects
that may come before the council,
but in the meanwhile, the city must
meets 1t contractual obligatlon and
Ppay its bilis, .

Shirley Y. Richardson,
Farmiogton Mayor

Opinions are
to be shared

Opinions and ideas are best
when shared with others.

Letlers should be maited to:
the eddor, The Farminglon
Observer, 21898 Farmingion
Road, Farmington 48336.

Mark Lowia director of adverhising
Fred Wright duector of circulation




