Oakland considers plan
on incinerator education

By Pat Murphy
s1alf welter

With the ballot propesal on the
county’s proposed $500 million solid
waste program less than six wecks
away, Oakland County officials are
in a'bind.

They want to formulate a cam-
palgn 10 assurc voters have enough
informatiun te make an informed de-
cision,

But they are concerned that any
fast-rioute  campaign clearly Ine
forms volers, without advocating

Y5 VOIC

voters should have accurate infor-
n’ullvn on which to base their decl-
sion.

The answer, he sald, could be an
informational pregram setting forth
the facts as objectively as possible.
“We're talking about an insert that
gous Into the newspapers,” he said.
“But we haven't made any decision.”

ANN HOBART, a former county
commissioner who is now the infor-
mation specialist for the solid waste

program, sald she already has Infor-
matlon available. Thus a last minute
Informatlonal. campalgn Is feasible,
she said.

Previocus attempts to educate vot-
ers on the solid waste program have
not been as successful as expected.

Onc effort — a survey showing over- .

whelming voter support for the salid
wasle program, including the incin-
erator — was condemned as propa-
ganda by anti-incinerator groups
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Thompson high on grand jury

By Pat Murphy the grand jury.
siatt wrlter Thv.' grand jury was able to com-
y from who

‘Two years of continuous opera-
tion has not dimmed the prosecu-
tor's view of the Qakland County
citlzens grand Jury.

“Its power to compel tesiimony
1s still very effective in the war on
crime.” Prosecutor Richard
Thompson sald Tuesday at a press
conference to discuss the grand
jury's latest indictment.

The prosecutor sald that indict-
ment —~ in the 1967 murder of
Marsha Short of Huntington Woods
~ Hlustrates the effectiveness of

ucre apparently reluctant to talk
inftially, Thompson said. That lead
to the indiciment of Byron Lee
Hoffmeister, 44, who Is already
serving thne [n a Michlgan prison
for another stabbing death.

HOFFMEISTER STOOD mute
when arralgned - Tuesday before
Circult Judge Richard Kuhn, who
remanded him to district court in
Reyal Qak for preliminary examl-
nation on Qct. 3. Hoffmeister was
n'tlurncd to the Oakland County
Jaib

Thompson saig the body of Ms.
Short was found in the kitchen of
her mother's home at 8 am. July
15, 1967. She had been beaten and
stabbed repeatedly.

‘The prosecutor said the woman's
estranged husband, Bruce Short,
was Initially charged with murder
but acquitted in the subsequent tri-
al.

Thompson said a crucial bit of
evidence leading to Heffmeister
was a bloody palm print ai the
murder scene.

HROFFMEISTER IS serving a 90-
135-year prison term for the mur-
der of Wendy Braddun.

Officialy are mindful of laws that
prohibit spending tax money to pro-
molean affinnative or negative vote
on u ballot proposal

But they are equally concerned
any Informational program — nn
malter how objective -~ would be
criticized by opponents of the Incln-
erator proposed for Auburn Itills.

"We've got to be careful” ac-
knowledged Commissioner Roy

Rewald, chairman of the Oakland -

Connty Board of Commissioners and
an advocate of the selid waste pro-
gtumm that promutes recycling along
with the incinerator and landfill to
hundle waste that can not be reused.

“We want a campaign that will ed-
it volers with advocating one
way of the alhur id the Oukland
Township Hepubhcan,

ON T!IM 1\an 3 l).nllut prupo:.:l
oters and
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should pul us Tull l:ulh .mli Ucdll
bemind bonds o be sold 1o finance
the sehid waste proegram.

By pledging s fult faith and cred-
at, the county will get o shghtly bet-
ter interest rate. But it also pledges
taxes, 1f necessary, if the waste pro-
Rt alty does oot pay for itsedf

Iut the issue 15 more than money

e thian iterest rates and tax
whhigation

This bund 1ssue 15 looked upon as a
referendusn wn the sulid waste pro-
gram itseli — or, more specifically,
on the controversial waste-to-energy
incinerator in Auburn Haits.

Rewald said he personally wants a
yes vole because he feels the incin.
eratol s crucial 1o su sful man-
ageiment of xoht wasle over ihe next
20 or 30 years,

But - equally

unportant, Hewold

sald he wants voters to cast an in-
ed an objective facts
‘I can live with

hesd. "

forined

e
whattever voters want, *But
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