- points of view

Journalist carried on tradition

- Dear Readers: .
Our {riend, Loralne McClish, has
died. For all of us who have known
“her for so many years, these are
very sad days. Loralne was.lruly a
wonderful person, Her spirit wlll re-
maln with us for a very long time.
. For years, now, Loraine has
_ chronicled the growth of the suburbs.
- It always scemed as 1f she knew ev-
.eryone and cverything that was
: golng on In Farmington and Farm-
Engton Hills and before that In South-

| announce-
fleld—where-she - worked - for - the-—ment or a-major series on a critlcal

Southficld Obscrver and carller for
the Southfield Sun.

She was a journalist in the oldest
sense ol the traditlon, recording
those landmarks which make llfe
speclal.

. Everything from blirths to Eagle
Scout awards, weddings to deaths,
Loralne {it them Into the context of

small nor was anything too lmport-
ant. She, better than many, under-
stood how a community fecls about
itself and the issues ft has to address
on an everyday basis,

Steve
Barnaby

She worked with enthusiasm

whether It be a meeting

issuc of her Ume.
‘That was the professional i her.

BUT MANY OF us were honored

to know Lhe personal slde of Loralne,
and we all are better because of that

knowledge.

Loraine was, without a doubt, the
kindest, most-compassionate person
the community. Nothlng was (oo rmost of us will ever know. She just
never had a bad word to say about
anyone — ever. Loraine's life was
plngu!.-d wlth trouble. But she never

On Lhe contrary. She was always
fooking out for someone else, asking
how we were, especially during our
most difficult times. She had a real
talent of knowing when to help and
when to stay away.

Even when the cancer struck,
Loralne appeared 1o nearly take itin
stride. That familiar, sometimes
contaglous laugh, continued to buoy
everyone’s spirits, even when hers
must have been waning Inslde.

‘Throughout her illness, she missed
relatively few days. We all marveled

at her courage and stamina. Nanm-*—l'-‘J

til the very last did she slow down,
and then It was with great reluc-
tance. e

LORAINE'S ENCOUNTER with
cancer was bandled with Iyplcal
McCllsh aplomb, Never the tradl-
tionalist, she only felt comfortable
when she was cailing the shots. She
went to Mexico for treatment.

Many of us who know and loved
Loraine cringed. But all of our cal-

d, about any cir
or person,

lective pe; efforts fell on
deafl cars. Loralne just laughed and

explalned that we had to have faith
In new kinds of treatmeants.

We had to settle for the fact that
she was going to take on the biggest
battle of her life her own way.

Last week 2 bunch of us piled ina
car to visit Loraine in the bospital.
There she was, master of all, talking
up a sireak, laughtng and generally
trying to make everyone clse feel

comfortable. It was lough to belleve .

that thls very noble lady would soon
be gone.
aine McClish was a genuine ar-
Ucle, a rare combination of eternal
optimist and stark reallst. After
bantering for a while at the hospital,
she looked at all of us and sald,"you
know the good thing about cancer Is
that you get to say goodbye to your
frlends. It's not like getting hit by a
truck where all-of a sudden you're
Just gone.” s

She smiled, sighed as If to signal
she would miss-us all and then
laughed that unforgettable laugh.

Bye, Lo. 1 surc hope they serve
Stingers in heaven,

We are all spiritually intertwined

A MYSTERIOUS exploslon bear-
ing the force of a hydrogen bomb
once wiped ot 1,500 square miles of
what is now the Seviet Unlon, The
big bang struck on June 30, 1908, (n
the remote Slberian reglon of the ¢
Tunguska — three tributaries of the ,
Yenesei River — 2,200 miles cast of
Moscow and 750 mlles porth of the
Chlnese-Mongolian border. N

It was accompanied by that same
bilnding Nash which later in the cen-
{ury was to become 50 frightenlngly
familiar. The shock waves circled
the world twice, and many natlons
saw spectacular fiery displays in the *
dawn and evenlng sky for days after-
ward. i

AL the mites-wide eplcenter of the
blast, an untold wilderness of trees
was totally vaporlzed. Far away on’;

its extreme periphery, there was an -

enormous circle wherein thousands
of remainlng trees were Jeveled flat,
with others farther out twisted and
burned black as matchsticks.

At first, scicntists hypothesized
that a monsirous meteor was the

" one

culprit. Yet one essential element to
validate their hypothesis was miss-
ing: ‘There was no crater! Nor de-
spite extensive scarching was any

.fragment of meteor found, even

though’ engineers later dug probes
decper. than 100 feet. The unmistak-
able conclusion: It was a nuclear ex-
plosion.

BUT NO HUMAN was igniting by-
drogen bombs 83 years ago, Man had
barely begun to fly, his most fear-
some weapons ‘were compounds of
simple dynamite, and nuclear [lssion
had no carthly existence except in

theory.

That a doomed spacecralt -deto-
nated over the desolate area is the
of the

Yo

ours exists out there,

Further, certain entgmatic detalls
have emerged that even von Danlken
dldn't know. Alter Lhe cataclysm, the
scemingly endless reaches of
Tunguska land which In 1908 had
been a wilderness of wiry trees un-
derwent an Inexplicably acceterated

ton and became a thick for-

Tunguska Incldent. This Is the opin-

-ion of many experts; inctuding Erich
- von . Daniken in ;his famous book,

“Charlots of the Gods.”

Iodeed, glven the cosmos’ mystl-
cal infiniteness, we would be myopl-
cally geoceniric lo presume that no
civilization technlcally superior to

ot

By 1991 genetle changes in the flo-
ra there had occurred 14 times fast-
er than the natural rate. Less expli-
cable yet, mosses In the reglon’s
swamps have recently been deter-
mined to contain unknown substanc-
cs,

AS WE PONDER puxzles- of
unearthly phenomena like the
Tunguska explosion and marvel at

the discovery of what appears to be ’

the fjrst planet ever sighted outside

* our solar system, let us reflect vpon

those exotle intelligences who un-
doubtedly dwell in the vast void be-
yond the sky. .

Then, with a litte shiver, let us
grasp ¢each others' hands in loving
affirmation that all who inhablt this
carth are much more alike than dif-
ferent. Whatever our race, religion’
or ethnicity, we are interdcpendent
brothers and sisters under the skin Lo
an extent we haven't even begun to
contemplate. -

we may one day commune with ex-
traterrestrial souls and. discover
thelr fates and ours are also spiritu-
ally Intertwined — and we arc all a
perpetual part of the stars.

Durlng that distant cosmic
moment of pure tight, perhaps we
wil} {inally become as one with the
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Suit yourself! In a suit of pure wool,
pure value, pure style. Qur impressively
tailored suits, $295.
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— Recycling draws;.,
raves from mayor

By Aldo Vegnoxzl
Quest columnist

The residents of Farmington and
Farmington Hills are to be com-
mended for the way they have re-
sponded to the recycling program
that was started July 1. Our waste

- hauler teils us that of all the com-
munitles served by them, Farming-
ton and Farmington Hllls have the
highest participation, on a weekly
basts, in the recycling part of the
program.

At flrst, I was worried thal start-
ing & program for some 25,000
homes at the same Uime would have
s problems. Instead, ihe;
ew hilches because of the tremen-
dous response by the residents, I
should have known that my worries
would be exaggerated when, In
April, the hazardous waste pickvp
went 30 well. More than 700 families
particlpated in the one-day event.
We are planning another such pickup
at the same location on Oct. 12.

Tn keeplng with our promise to the
residents prior to the program’s
start, we eatabllshed a fe¢ that cov-
cred the extra cost of the recycling
and yard waste portions of the ser-
vice, In the budget adopted in June,
we contlnued (o allocate funds o
cover the baslc Lrash pickp.

To prepare for the program, we
had contracted with Waste Manage-
ment Company for a six-year period,
Including several months before the
recycllng started. Waste Manage-
ment, in turn, purchased trucks and
other cquipment to handle the pick-
up for the two communitles.

OUR STAFF spent countless
hours In preparing for the recycling
ptogram and the matter was dis
cussed a number of times before city
council at public meetings.

City council made changes lo the
recycling ordinance before it was
adopied. A citlzen’s request that we
consider charging for the recycling
service on the tax roll was given
consideration before it was decided,
{or good reasan, to levy a fee Instead

Since the origlnal program did not
cover condominlums or mulliple
units, we felt that it was unfair to
tax them for the recycling program
until they had an opportunity to
come under It. We allowed the staff

‘one year to work to bring these units

in the program. At the end of that
time we said we would review the
program and the method of financ-
Ing it.

1t was a shock then to have Pat
Anderson demand that we adopt hls

view on-how the program-shouid be -

financed — by a tax to be voted on

{eost———— Durlng these micelings, naver an
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Dy the resldents or by inuudm&an’

Individual choice by each homeqwns
er as to who would pick up the trash
{rom their individual residences.

. 1

We find both approaches takbq
flawed at thls (ime. Ralsing the tax
rate in place of the fee could not ba

one In this Jiscal year siace

budget was flnalized In June. Puttng
the issue on the ballot cannot be les
gally done before August 1892 at the
earliest, after the next budget-mus¢
be adopted. Without the fee collec:
ton, we would be faced 'with an"al:
most $1 million deflcit in'our bidget
which would have Lo be made up by
culting other services.

Hie

As to allowing each resident’ tg
contract for their own pick up, the
result would be chaotic and more exq
pensive. 1t would take us back to th
time when garbage would be‘out on
the streets cvery day of the ‘wuek

and plckup would often be erratic.’ |

1 WIS ANDERSON bad not wait-
ed until the program was already
started and financial commitmenty
already made before he ralsed bis
claim that the fee system violated
the Headlee Amendment. R

1 wish he had done what other eitl¢
zens with ideas and concerns about
the program had done — participaty
ed at the several council meetings
devoted to the program before it was
adopted. .

Even though Anderson blindsided
the cities of Farmington Hills and

Farminglon with an aftérthe-fact -

challenge, we took bls concerns serl
ously — three meetings with theelt
manager, city atiorney, mysetf an
before the city council. B

did Anderson present any tangiblg
evidence that we were not in compli
ance with the Headlee Amendment.

Anderson's reaction was that he
bad not ruled out 2 lawsuit against
the city of Farmlngton Hllls. We-car
assure Anderson that-long. belord
that suit is settied and thousands; of
taxpayers dollars are. spend defend:
ing the city we wil} bring this matter
10 a conclusion that reflects thé

wishes of our residents. :

- Aldo Vagnozzi

3
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Pennsylvania House
| 1S coming to
Classic Interio

Pennsylvania House, one of the country’s most prestigious
furniture manufacturers, Is cleaning out, clearing out, and
closing out its inventory of living rooms, bedrooms and.dining.
rooms. Classic Interiors, Michigan's largest Pennsylvanla
House dealer, has made a special
purchase of
merchandise.

It's your opportunity to SAVE 50%
on a wide selection of factory
seconds and overstocks.
limited time save hundreds, even
thousands of dollars on your ‘next
Pennsylvania House purchase. ’

SAVE 50% AND MORE
ON PENNSYLVANIA HOUSE AT
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20292 Middlebelt, Livonia * South of 8 Mile
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