If GM loses, front-wheel-drive cars will disappe

1 spend a lot of time talking to en-
gineers, not much talklng to lawyers.
So when I got a call the other day
{from a lawyer researching a product
labllity case, T was more or less un-
prepared for the line of reasoning.

1 was ready to dismiss the guy as
an idiot, but the more T thought
about it, the more I reallzed he was
simply following a routine that char-
acterizes much of the litigatlon that
already has wiped out the Jight alr-
craft industry in this country and is
slowly chiscllng away at the aute
business as well.

THE CASE he was pursuing was
startling. He clalmed {ront-wheel
—AriveTars = whithtoday
for roughly 80 percent of the cars
bullt En the world — are dangerous

to drive In slippe and

Ty
he had a cllent who claimed to be
injured as a result.

First, of course, he wanted to sue
General Motors, although the tech-
nology he was questioning (front-
wheel drive} was in’ volume use by
Saab, Audi, Volkswagen, Honda and
Chrysler long before GM. The reason
you sue General Motors Is because
GM has deep pockets, and foreign

are much more exp:
to take to court — the phone blll
alene wlil ki)l you.

SECONDLY, HE was convinced
that engineering to Improve safety is
driven mainly by gullt. That GM

)¢ (rouble to develop [ow-
cost antllock brakes, he argued, was
an admission of ‘guilt that its front-
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wheel drive cars are dlfficult to con-
trol on ice.

T mentloned that GM might have
tricd to develop antilock brakes sim-
ply to improve a car's safety, and
thought people might buy them, but 1
was drifting Into alien territory.

He pounded away on the guilt
axcd me A Copy Ol

GM owners manual that sald you

shouldn’t hit your brakes if your car

.was skiddlng — GM must be hiding
something to say that, he sald.

By now, I was thinking my high
school driver tralning instructor,
who told me the same thing, was
probably gullty, too. Maybe I could
suehlm. . . naw, loo late, I thought.

THE LAWYER also had an expert

wilne -
who has been soliciting lability cas-
cs for several years, offering to tes-
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Thursdey, September 26, 1981 OLE : (F-0BXCITB

ar.

conversation had gone far enough. * - |
Actually, after I thought about it, I,
realized this could well be tha Liabill-
ty case to end all lability cases. If-
the case could be proven against
front-wheel drive, in alt lkelihood it
would drive nearly all of the &uto
companles in the world out of busi-
ness overnight. ERTIERTY: T
Rldiculous, I thought. Theg. I're-
membered the empty Piper Alrcralt
factory in Vero Beach, RN
More or less as an afterthought, 1
checked with GM Lo see if anyone
had actually filed any similar law- -
suits, v
GM legal staff said that there are
about slx pending at the present

tify on the subject. All 1 could coun-
ter this one with was the notlon that
nearly all engineering staffs at all
the auto companles In the world
disagreed with the expert witness, In
fact, 1 disagreed mysell, but then
who was I to argue?

As It turned out, GM had already
prepared a rebuttal to the expert
witness, which is the kind of thing
that keeps lawyers at GM busy. The
llability tawyer pointed this out to
me and then asked why would they
bother to do that If GM didn't have
something to hide? More guilt.

BY NOW, 1 was starting to feel

sorry for GM. Even worse, I was time. -
awyers at
GM, which is a little like contribut- Dan 03h 13 Quiomolive N

Ing 1o a fund to save klller bees. The ' tor of Popular Science magazine.
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‘business people

Alan Van Campern was named di-
rector of special group sales at
Allnet Communicatlon Services Inc.,
In Bingham Farms. Before jolning
Allnet earlier this year, he held sales
and marketlng positions with Xerox,
lK:lwns:lkl. Atari ang Cable & Wire-
ess.

Roger Pryor has jolned Plan Tech
Inc., Troy-based automotive consult
Ing flrm as a project manager. A na-
tive of Manchester, England, Pryor
Is a graduate of thc University of
Liverpool. N

Rabert Klelman was promoted to
assoclate professor of flnance with
early tenure at the Department of
Accounting and Flnance and the
School of Business Administration at
Oakland University.

Lawyers Title Insurance Corpora: .

tion announced the electlon of
Charles Martin as senlor vice presi-
dent, regional manager in Troy.

Donnld Edmunds of -Troy has
Joined the Motor Vehicle Manufac-
turers  Associatton of the United
States Inc. as manager of pollution
reduction.

Joseph Nowak has been named
vice president of operations for
Huron St. Clair, Rochester, a Masco
Industries company that manufac-
tures a variety of automotive trim
products and metal stampings for
original cqulpment manufacturers

.. and the automotlve aftermarket.

Dennis Hoppe, senior vice presi-
dent/corporate director of Perish:
able Sales, was appointed to the Ex-
ecutive Commitice, now comprised
of seven individuals, and CUff Dit
1hazy was promoted to senior vice
president of Perishable Sales at Paul
Inman Associates Ine. in Farming-
ton Hills, one of the largest food bro-
kers in the midwest.

Michael McGrath of West Bloom-
field was appointed exccutive vice

president of the CDI Transportation
Group. .
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Thomas Stlmac Jr. was appointed
to the position of sales manager, In-
dustrial products group at De-Sta-
Co, the warld's largest manufacturer
of toggle clamps.

E. Donald Stokes of West Bloom-
tield was named vice presldent of
Midwest sales and marketing for the
Hachette Magazine Network.

John Curtln of Southfleld was ap-
pointed to vice president, materials
management at Steoh Brewery Com-
pany.

Michael Porter of Birmingham
was appointed vice president, mar-
keting at the Stroh Brewery Compa-
ny.

Ann  Lipanski, has joined the
Somanetics Corporation In Troy as
corporate controller. She will be re-

for the il {

‘marketplace

Film Craft Video twlce was fea-
tured [n cover stories of national
teleproduction industry trade publi-
catlons. N

Ross Roy Communications of
Bloomfield Hills earned a first-place
award in BusinessTV's fourth anncal
Awards for Business Televislon.
There were 75 entries this year.,

Scott Specialty Gases Inc. expand-
ed its Troy productlon facllity by 60
percent. The new faciiities were de-
signed and constructed by Camp-
bell/Manix In¢. of

marketing communicatlons services, ,

Compuware Corp. of Farmlngton
Hills wlll acqulre system software
suppller XA Systems.

The Troy Marriatt Hote! received
two Outstanding Achievement
Awards [rom Interstate Hotels Corp.
The awards recognize unique
achlevement in several areas of ho-
tel management and marketing.

Zef & Co. of Troy opened a beauty
salon at Big Beaver and Dequindre
den-Gat. Hping-pl

15-th 1
in-the-Golden-

* AR. Brasch Marketing/Brasch
Tech Data In Southileld was honored
by Ford Motor Co. with its anrnidal
Marketing Excellence Award. "

MicroCODE Ige. of Troy bought
the assets and hired members of the
development team of WRB Associ-
ates Inc. of Troy. the developer of
the LADDERS and CIMport comput-
eor aided design and engineering soft-
ware,

Susan Gordon is the new owner of
Gayle's Nal} Studlo of Franklin Vit
lage.

Kohl's Department Stores opened
its Farmington Hills store in West
Rlver Centre, 30150 Grand River.
Farmington Hlll} 48336. Phone num-

beris

Arbor Drugs Ine. of Troy will ex- .
pand its store on the southwest cor- .
ner of Orchard Lake Road and'13
Mile in Farmington Hills. The store
will be 2,800 square feet larger than
the store belng replaced one block
south of the new locatlon, B

Woodbridge lnoac loc. in Troy es-
bliched an v)

Ky.

C&B Sceue, a new public relations
and event promotions firm In South-
{ield, has opened.

The J.J. O'Connell & Assoclates
foc. in has been named

and malntenance of Internal control
systems, management information
systems, financial and SEC report-
ing and the supervision of account-
ing persennel.

Karen Walters has joined RDH
Health Servcles in Troy as place-
ment consuitant and training facili-
tator.

Joseph E.  Antoplni chairman,
president and CEQ of the Kmart
Corp, Tray, was honored as the “Re-
tailer of the Year” by the Hard-
ware/Home Improvement Indusiry
Council for the City of Hope Nation-
al Medical Center at the Chicago
Hilton & Towers. He received the
“Spirit of Life,” the most prestigious
honor given on behalf of the City of
Hope, at a black tic gala marking
the tenth anniversary of indusiry.
wide support for the Duarte, Calif.,
medical center and its Beckman Re-
search Institute,

to SECURA Insurance’s 1991 Presi-
dent's Circle, J.J. O'Connell & Asso-
clates was one of the top 75 Inde-
pendent insurance agencies who
carned membership to this year's
President’s Circle.

G
‘The telephone number is 51!~59’14.

A Chrysler educatlonal video was
recognlzed by the film industry for
“its excellence. The video won a Sil-
ver Award of Merit and the Award
for Creative Excellence from the
USS. Industria) Film and Video Festi-

g centeratitsplantin

Derderian, Kaon, Seyferth &
Saluee] CPAs moved its Troy offlce
10 3155 W. Big Beaver, Suite 260,
Troy 48084. The phone and fax num-
bers remain the same at 649-3400
and 649-2187 respectively, *

Rossettl Associstes Architects of
Birmingham moved to 280 N, Wood- .
ward. Avenue, Blrmingham 43009,
Phone number s 644-0777 and fax
number Is 644-0778. v

val. The video was ped by
MVP Commanications Inc. of Troy.

Gamner's Jewelry and Exchange
Inc. hired J.5. Sheron Advertising
Inc. of Troy to coordinate market-

Vaffe & Co, of ¢ will be
the advertising agency for Faygo
Beverages,

Dr. Eva -Youshock has founded.

North Oakland Dermatology. dedi-
cated 1o providing quality compre-
hensive health care of the skin, halr
and nails. Located In the Beaumont
Medical Office Building in Rochester
Hills, Saturday and evening hours

_are avallable for her patients’ cen-

venience.

Camputer & Engineering Consult-
ants Ltd, of Southficld, the Pontiac
Growth Group, and Weight Watchers
of Baltimore hired Stone, Avgust,
for

Raker . Commualcatlons Cos.

SALES PROFESSIONALS

Q'Are you a quick study?

environment?

work?

Is your talent so rare
that you consider yourself
in the top 5% of your profession?
Do these questions describe you?

Q Are you camnétitire? Do you need to be number one?
Q Does the thought of unlimited income excite you?

Q Do you need independence in your work?
Q Do you enjoy working in a fast-paced, high-tntensity

O Are you responsible? Can people count on you?
0 Do you develop a plan then work your plan?
Q Do you consistently outproduce others with whom you

If so. call now! Prudcntial Sccuritics is sceking talented
individuals who have the drive 1o be the best and who will be
well suited to our unique financial advisor training program.
As 2 financial advisor, there are no limits to success. Many
sales professionals have found this to be a carcer change that

in theirown ¢ 3

opens the doar to

The candidate for this posilion should have:

Previous sales experience
A stable work history
Demonstrated success in other sales situations
Strong personal and professional relationships
The ability to manage your own business

advisor position.

1f you answered yes 1o our questions, you may be ane phone
call away from a temendous career Opportunity. CALL NOW
and leam more about the Prudential Sccurities-financial

Positions available in our Detroit, Birmingham, Bloomficld
Hills, W. Bloomficld, Farmington 11ills, Ann Arbor and
Flint branches. For more information and to apply, just call:

800-627-9125 or 800-666-7838
Mon.-Fri.: 8 am - § pm (CDT)
EEO

Prudential Securmes@

Rock Solid. Market Wise!

ing. and public retatlons
for the four-store chaln.

PRMI of Southfield opened a vl
deo-production department devoted
to video brochures, Info-mercials,
television commercials and training
and motlvational tapes.

Karszn Ine. In West Bloomfield
hired Hlrsch & Co. Inc. of Birming-
ham as their advertising agency.

Detroits Luietly J;'/;/u:s'lil'ulct/ HAotels
from our complimentary Cantinental breakfasts to our aftemoon tea. old
world elegance 15 yours n our European-nspired secvice and ambience. If
you still udge excellence by quality. here are your homes away from home
for beautifully appointed Kuest accommodations. the warmth of personal
service, anif the Intimacy of 4 Eutopean Inn - out feward [0 our guests for
their discerming taste

. ny?) i
A ..émcdz}/ Fnn
145 S. Hunter Blvd., Birmingham. Mt
(3131 6487300

THE BERKSHIRE HOTEL'

26411 Tebegraph Rd , Southfleid. M
313 33e-4313
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for Less!

hoose the most popular -
whiskey in America, at
a very popular price.

Q

Pick it up today,
a sale this good
can‘t Jast forever.
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