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Loraine McClisk (left) had
something to celebrate last
July when she jearned she won
HE door P

Hzeat-the—annuat———""

Farmington/Farmington Hills
Founders Festival Scholarship
Pageant at Viadimir's banquet

hall

on Grand River.

The

eant was a favorite avent
for Loraine to cover. Al sight is
Observer receptionist Rose

Butler.

McClish remembered for her vitality

Gontlnued trom Page 1

ULoralne was always a warker.
Shé never had a problem handling
anything that came her way,™ Zamo-
tim zald. “She would always say, ‘I
candoit’"™ .

During her illness, she never lost
het spitlt and never complalned. She
worked up until a few weeks before
her death,

“She told me, ‘Don’t worry about
it. T got it all figured out,’ " Zameotin
sald, as she recalled the day Loraine
catled to say she was l11. “You never
heard the bad side to anything."”
Loraine-carried adventure in her
sou] and- was always ready to try
something new, but never at the ex-
pense of others and their feellngs.

One Observer staffer recailed
Loralne’s storles about parasaillng
behind a boat during a trip to Mexi-
co. Over the years, she traveled to
Germany and Austrin, crulsed the
Carlbbean, and vislted the Middle
East in the mid-1980s during a time
of strife there.

“She told ‘me, ‘I'm golng-to-the
Mlddle East, I'm geing to ride a
camel and then I'll be home', ™ her
son, Greg McClish, recalled. “She
said, 'Greg, can you believe that
some people won't even cross Elght
Atile Road?" ™

Daughter Paula Heaney recalled
the time last year, at age 65, when
her mother went down a watersllde
with 4-ycar-old grandson Mark. “She
was o very energetle person,” she
satd. "And always generous with her
grandchildren.”

LORAINE'S granddaughter Jen-
nifer recalled that her grandmother
“always hag time" for her,” sald
Kara Anderson, Jennifer's mother.

Famlly members recalled how in-
terested Loralne wus in learning. It
didn't matter whether it was a class,
an activity, a good book, an [nterest-
ing conversation or interview for a
story. “It was always. ‘T've got to tell
youwhat I learned,’ ™ her sister said.

‘That need for Jearning spitled inte
the-communlty and people she wrote

ate, my friend, my insp! and
an extension of my famlly,” said
Judy Antlshin, adding that their
fricndshlp was so0 natural they
couldn't remember when they first
met.

“Many years ago she printed an
article calling me ‘Farmington-
Farmington Hllls Gourmet Cook In
Residence.’ She inspires me to go on
and keep reaching for new goals. She
printed everything about me, so !
couldn't take the casy way out and
turn back and glve up,” -Antishin
sald.

“She was an extenslon of our fami-
1y, and we all loved her. We have
only happy thoughts of her. Our an-
nual St. Patrick’s party will be miss-
ing.one person, but the big smile,
hearty laugh and robust volee will be
in our hearis,” she sald.

FRIEND NANCY Bates, who met
Loraine years ago when beglnning
the Artstart preschoo) program, sald
Loralne's infectlons laugh will keep
the memories alive. "1 really re-
member her laugh, 'l miss thai,"”
Bates sald, "She used to get every-
one together — ber daughters and
even her mother — she had a very
rich sense of family. I think she en-
rlched all of us.”

State Rep. Jan Dolan, who knew
Loraine for years said: "She gave It
all right up until the end. She was a
real class lady."

Frlends recalled her as a fighter
whose spirit pulled her through the
rough times, cspeclally durlng her
Ilness, Virginia Nicoll, a lopgtime
feiend and fellow member and offi-
cer of the Farmington chapter of the
Older Women's League, talked of the
weekend OWL conference the two
atiended In Lansing just two weeks
ago.

Desplte not fecling well, Nicoll
sald Loraine got right in and partici-
pated in the conference. “She
laughed heartily at the jokes by the
speaker and got involved in the
workshop. Her heart was stll) in it,”
Nicoll said.

“She was warm, loving and caring.

s 4l

‘I really remember her
faugh, 'l miss that,’
— Nancy Bales
a friend

asked last week if Loralne owned the
newspaper — she said she just as-
sumed so because of the personal in-

.terest she took in her work and her

communlty.

Scnior adults in the Farmington
community will long remember
Loralne as someone who cared about
them and showed it in her steries.
"Her death 18 a great loss to the sen-
jor populatlon. Her articles over the
years showed her concern for their
wellare. She was intultive. She was
lovely,” entertalning and a great
lady,” said Loretta Conway, director
of the Farmington Hllls scnior adult
division.

Fricnds and business associates
recalled her warmth and Interest In
their lives and projects. Former
Farmington Observer editor Bob
Sklar recalled Loraine’s laughter
and passion for the community.

“She had a terrific sense of humor
and always scemed upbeat, finding
the brighter side of what was hap-
pening in our ever-changing news-
room even as her illness took its toll,
I'li remember Lo most, however, for
her undavnted commitment to lo-
calizing caverage of lifestyle and so-
clal changes in the Farmington com-
munity.”

Loraine was the first person co)-
league Corinne Abatt, former Ob-
server-Eccentric Creative Living ed-
itor, met when she began her career.
"I've lost a good, good friend. She
was truly an amazing person.”

Fellow staffers in the Farmington
office remembered Loraine as the
one who brought a caiming influence
to what can be a hectic business.
“Peace at any cost” was her motto.

She had recently moved from

about. Many of Loraine’s ¥
sources at the newspaper were her

friends first. Fricads recalled
Loraine's warmth, hearty laughter
and knack for living.

“Loralne was my business associ-

Townhouse

By Suaan Buck and
Joanne Mallszewski
staff wrlters

At leng last, devcloper Melvin
Kaftan, the city of Farmington Hills
and local resldents finally can agree
on samething.

Multiple-family housing of some
sort will be built on the 14.5 acres on
Drake Road, north of Grand River,
that has been the center of a dispule
over the city’s industrial-research-
office zoning for the past couple
years

"It was a real shock,” said Brenda
Kandt,.an Independence §fills subdi-
vision and member of  Citizens
Against 1RO Zoning, about recent
agreement on a consent judgment
between the city and Kaftan.

*1 do fee) this will be all right in
the sensc that people buying into the
townhouses would do so knowing
they are aware of the light-industrial
next to them." said Kandt, who led
the latest two-year fight against IRG
zoplag on the Kaftan acreage.

Kaftan has fought with the city

Her wa

which made her eternally young."
Nicoll said. "It s a terrible loss for
OWL and for us as fricnds."

ANOTHER COMMUNITY source

builder, city

since 1986 on rezonlng 14.5 acres of
property from small office to TRO.
He sued the city one year ago and
updated his lawsuit carlicr this year.
The case was scheduled to go to Oak-
land County Circuit Court in August
when c¢ity officials, Kaftan and his
attorneys began forging an agree-
ment.

KAFTAN WILL not scck mone:
tary damages agalnst the city even
though he clalms to have lost about
$100,000 per year awaiting decisions
on the rezonlng of his acreage, south
of Hillside Estates Condominjums,
north of Grand River and cast of
D{akc Road. .. v

"We would live with all the mini-
mums {requirements),” said develop-
cr Kaftan

Highlights of the consent judg-
ment Include:

® The site plan will be submitted
and approved by the city council, not
the planning commission.

= Distances between buldings or
front, side or rear yard distances,
will be determined by formula as
stated in the zonlng ordinance and

to a house on a lake north
of Clarkston where she found much

peace in the past year. .
Loraine grew up in Chicago, tak-
ing Journalism classes at Northwest-

reach pact

may be reduced by 20 percent at
Kaftan's option, but with a minimum
of 30 feet .

® The height of any building may
be Increased {rom 30 to 35 feet (nol
exceeding three storics). Elevations
within 50 feet of the northerly prop-
erty line cannot exceed two stories.

@ The tolal number of rooms per-
initied may be increased by a maxi-

" mum of 16 percent at Kallanssole

ern Ul y and courses In the
fine arts at the University of Chica-
go. She also worked as a writer for
the clvil service in the Afr Force Mo-

. rale Ofilce In 1945-46.

After marrying commercial artist
ClUff McClish in 1947, the couple set-
tled In Detroit where Lhey had thelr
family. They later divorced and
Loralne raised six children on her
own.

A memorlal service was held for
the veteran journallst on Wednesday
at the Godhardt-Tomlinson Funeral
Home in Keego Harbor, with the
famlly asking that donations be
made to the Pontiae Unity Church.

She is survived by her mother,
Myrta Larson of Carrle, 111 slx chll-
dren, Greg McClish of Chlcago, Judd
McClish of Flint, Paula Heaney of
Blue Springs, Mo., Debra Kalush of
Davison, Mich,, Kara Anderson of
Detrolt, and Marsha McClish of
Wheaton, J11; seven grandchildren;
sisters, Marjorie Bauschke of Mun-
delein, I and Marion Zamotin of
Miaml Springs, Fia.; and a brother,
Wallace Larsop of Carrie, Il

BILL BRESLER/statt photographer

Loraine McClish recelved her 20-year award from Richard Is-
ham, vice president/general manager of the Observer & Eccen-
tric Newspapers, during a Chrisimas party at the Novi Hilton

last December.

WJ

MEET ANDRE] KIDRIC

MASTER CUTTER

FOR MILLER ROGASKA

Tuesday, October |
i1 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Birmingham
Store for the Home
Friday, October 4
{1 a.m. to 3 p.m. and

oplion with a maximum of 12.1 units
per acre. Access 1o the parcel locat-
od immediately 1o the cast may not
be requiced but may be permiited at
Kaftan’s option.

 Kaftan shall have the optien to

remove up to 20 percent of the trees -

on the site, landmark

trees.

including

# Kaftan may install up to an
cight foot wooden fence on or within
20 feet of the entire southern propers
1y line.

‘The consent judgment has no pro-
vision for any wall or bulfer on the
northern side of the property. Dut
city attorney John Donohue said
Kaftan can put up a wall.

PTA membership drive today

The Farmington Area PTA Coun-
¢ll is encouraglng residents, parents
and school staff to sign up as a mem-
ber of a school Parent/Teacher As-
soclation.

Debbie Cornwell, PTA Council

" president, 3aid Sopt. 26 has been de-

clared PTA Membership Day In the
city of Farmington and that Septem-
ber is PTA Membership Month

across the country.

"We encourage people to sign up
at their local elementary school.”
Cornwell said.

6 p.in. to 8 pim
Rochester
A demonstration of the
Sfascrpating and exactnd,
art of crystal

engraving

* ’
Jacobson's

NOW OPEN SUNDAYS

We wekome Iacohsons Charge. MasterCard®. VISA®, 3ad Amenican Expeen®.
Shop until % pm on Thundas and Fndas Untl 6 pm on Monday, Tiesday, Wedneuday and Saturday

Shop Sundsy Noon 10 % pm



