Nostalgia can accent even kids’

By Debble Wallls Landsu
spocial wrlter

ODAY'S CHILDREN are
enaticed with so much high.
tech stimuli, Video
arcades, amusement parks

and home computer games
increasingly tantalize the captive
young audience of baby boomers®
kids.

It's pleasing, thecefore, that
manufacturers of children’s furniture
are ceeating expanded lines of
bedroum picces that olfer sotne of the

COORDINATING HER design
expertise with Dory's hobbica and
intetests, Ellis created a Victorian
bedsoom for her daughter.

An antique reptoduction sleighbed
{rom Link Taylor’s “Ditectoire™
series is angled disganslly from o
corner and covered by an cxquisite,
washoble Battenbuzg lace comfottee.

The Victorinn dollhouse Ellis built
five years ngo is a perfect blending of
past and present because that's
where Dory plays with her modern
Barbie dolls.

“The antique urmoire is a repository

recently in the store boasted mint
ereen and pink fabric ribben accents,
With the mattress, the basket is
priced at $490. Adding o coordinated
comforter ond triple ruffled pillow
will cost about $500.

“This basket has been a strong
seller for us. Although it may seem
cxpensive because it's limited to
infancy, it lends itscll beautifully to
an heirloom.” Glazer said. ~ -~ *

Bellini sclls o matching wicker
micror in coordinated color.
Miniature lamps ond wastebaskets
crafied of wicker also are availuble.
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trarmratseremityot
times long past,

Many Victorian, cauntry and
European style designs a¢ cropping
up from renawned companies like
Lexington, Simmons, Lea and
Universal.

Whether in indestructible hard
woods or lovely treated veneers, local
stores and deaigners are promoting
and selling these themes to patrony
tired of the impersonal lnminate look.

“People ure much more inclined to
invest their money on beautiful
things that last,” suid Terry Elis. o
Bloom[icld Township interior
designer and an nasociate with
Barbara Kopitz Design Associates of
Birminghem. “Children are
especinlly mesmerized by the way
things used to be.”

Ellis recalls accompanying her 8-
year-old daughtee Dory's school
Rroup to the Troy Muscum and
histaric villuge geeen, which she calls
a delightful, scaled-down kind of
Greenficld Village. “They were
cnchanted by the antique furniture,
toys und household iterns people uscd
u undred years ago.”

forr cayTortmentof
books. Hats, onc of Dory's dress-up
favorites, sdorn the wall above a
flozal border printed in rose, teal and
tilae toncs.

1 think & Ledroom should contain
elements of one's life,” said Ellis,
pointing to Doty's oversized wooden
Pinocchio lounging next to the
dollhouse

THE WICKER rocking chair in
21.month-old Mikayla Bouchord's
bedroom is a nice countecpoint to

sturdy period pieces her parents have

discovered through the yeors,
Pam and Mike Bouchard bought

their daughter o Jenny Lind crib. The

antigue dresser circa 1860 and an old
schoul table with chairs are
i) and multi; ) As

Dory's love of Disney is
reflected in the large fromed
commemorative postes of the movie
version of “Snow White and the
Seven Dwarfs.” Her wicker night
table lightens the impact of the
wooden picces and i3 the perfect
showcase for some of Dory's
miniuture collectibles and a floral
arrangement.

WICKER'S COMEBACK in the
design industry lenda itself peefectly
to infants rooms, too.

Gert Glazes, manager of Bellini
Juvenile Furnituee in Birmingham,
Qisplays o gorgeous handpainted
wicker basket on a stand that can be
custom ordered and was created by
Fairylund industries, One scen

.

1 Nk

Mikayla grows, she'll probably enjoy -

ten parties with the commemorative
tea set in her room, or she cun da
homewerk on the school table.

“Mikayla's 100m carrics out the
more traditional theme of our home,”
said Pam Bouchard of their
Birmingham residence, “Naw that
she’s outgrown it, her antique
wooden cradle is in our attic”

The choices in wooden case pieces,
which grow with one’s childsen. are
abundant nt Baby and Kids
Bedrooms in Novi.

While furnitore in chetry ar mople
are availuble, munufactucers age
bringing furth lots of whitewashed
onk and sulid pine. But they're giving
their lines sotin finishes, bead
mouldings. bisgue finishes and
adding coloss in the rose and blue
fnmilies seminiscent of the pastoral
tundscapes of Europe. This is
particularly true of the At Home"
collection crented by designer Lynn
Hollund for Lexington Furniture

TRACI FORS. Baby and Kids
Bedrooms buyer, expluins.
“Hollund’s pieces sesemble family

Dory Ellis and her cat, Dwva, spend a quiet moment
on her antque reproduction sleighbed, The Victon-

heitlooms but they don’t present a
stuffy appeazance. Her case pieces
truly do grow with children, The line
offers a dresser, an etager and a
nightstand cralted of solid ‘white
pine, stoined a bisque finish but

i with floral i
designs. The picces also come in blue
oF terea tose.

11 you louk st unc of Holland's
brochures, you sce her personal
philosophy is that “surraunding
oneself with beautiful things is one of
life's pleasures.”

Baby and Kids Bedrooms carrics
some of the baby bedding and
artwork available at Lynn Hellund's
Madison Avenue, New York store.

Miayla Bouchard's wicker rocket complements the Jenny Lind cht
and faboc ballooh shades of her bedroom. Floral wallpaper, com-
aemoralive plales and collechibles give her toom a Victonan it
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an dolhouse, wickar reghtstand and chinlz-cov-
ered char iend traditionat charm.

defmitely be unisex. sud Fors.
Likewise for the oval wardiobe with:
oot wirrer . nighistand. double
slehbed nod fout. and five diawer.
Qyle dressers, whock is et of the

" Seorets” e frum Univessal

which offers bedding from infency to
ardulthood, fibral atrongements,
wallpaper botdess. scented
pomanders and china

Sleighbeds. drrmates, vinitics with
trrfulet rrrzars aned unussil drsk ;
ossip beneh combinations are &
prowing trend Fues saind Her store’s
top sehler is the “Secrets™ line by
Universal. "It warn, oak sleighited
15 $500, teasutabile cunnpated i sume
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-Seven Greaf Ways To Frame A Picture

You’ve found the perfect picture, now let the experts
at Linda Hayman Gallery help you select a picture-
perfect frame. Our museum quality framjng will
preserve, protect and enhance the beauty of your
artwork for years to come, And with hundreds of
frames to choose from, there’s one to complement
every piece. '

A Kitchen for Every Budget
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Entertain, cook, organize
yourself in a new kitchen that you can afford
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For the ullimnte in custom made Entrance Systems. Onk.
Walnut or Chetry. We have a complete hne of stained and‘
bevoled glass French doors or Just beautitul windows and
architociural Hems. We repair ginss. {t you are building or

just remodeling, bring your doer list in 1or 8 quols on
pre-hung door-units,

COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL
‘bxponanco & New Dimension at

PEACOCK ALLEY

1989 N. Opdyke Rond
Auburn Hills M| 48326
373-1337

; Finast quality of Custom Woodworking and Millwork. 2




