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Sulpicians Lose
Contract At St. John’s

St. John Seminary located
at Five Mile and Sheldon
Roads in Plymouth will re-
main a leading post-graduate

institution for Catholic dioce-

san priests when its manage-
ment changes June 15,

The change is coming be-
cause of a basic difference in
“approach to seminary en-
deavor” between the Catho-
lic bishops in Michigan, spon-
sors of the seminary, and the
Society of St. Sulpice, which
has conducted it on a con
tract basis since 1949.

The five bishops will take

over management of the .

seminary, which has 130
seminarians and a capacity’
of 212,

A joint statement from the
bishops and the world-wide
society dedicated to the edu-
cation of priests said the con-
tract would not be renewed.
1t also indicated that the so-
ciety “‘has not been able to
manage full staffing of the
seminary."”

(]

WHEN THE FIRST two-
year contract was worked
out 22 years ago, there were
12 members of the order in
top positions at St. John's.
Now there are seven.

‘““Some of the priests prov-
ided by the dioceses of Michi-
gan to fill out the staff have
found the Sulpician approach
unworkable in the circumst-
ances,” added the statement
signed by the Very Rev.

Wonderland
Merchants
Pick Bassin

Charles Bassin, owner of
Land of Hi-Fi stores, succeeds
Cecil D. Baublit as president
of the Wonderland Merchants’
Council.

Baublit, who was elected
1971 Board president in
January, recently was
promoted to district
merchandiser at Montgomery
Ward district office, located at
Telegraph and 12 Mile.

Baublit, who resides with
his family in Ann Arbor, was
promoted to the' Wonderland
Montgomery Ward store in
1969. Previously he held a
managerial position with
Wards in Ann Arbor.

Bassin, formerly vice-
president of the councii,
assumes the new office
immediately. He will preside
over the April board meeting.

James T. Crowe, a
merchandise manager at the
Ward’s Wonderland store, will
fill the 'board vacancy
replacing Baublit.

Other members include:
Edward S. Taub, Federal

Kettle; and Leul: Segel,
Wonderland management.

Paul M. Purta, provincial of
the Society of St Sulpice in
Baltimore, and five bishops
of Michigan.

“In the current contract
renegotiation, the bishops
sought to retaln the individ-
ual services of Suipician
priests who would agree to
live outside their Constitution
and approach.

‘‘After sympathetic and
prolonged examination, the
soclety found this proposal
unacceptable,
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“THESE CONCERNS led

to the disassociation of the
bishops of Michigan and the
Sulpicians in the conduct of
the Seminary. It is a sever-
ance which starts with a per-
sonnel consideration, but
which ulumately finds its
root cause in the two differ-
ing methodologies of ap-
proach to the seminary edu»
cation.

*Each of these approaches
is allowable and viable within
the large framework recently
provided by the U.S. Na-
tional Conference of Catholic
Bishops.”

PRESIDENTS VISIT—Fred Lashich (left),
of the Newspapers production department, ex-
plains electronic typesetting to three visitors
from Schoolcraft College (from left): David
Heinzman, director of public relations; President
Eric Bradner, who is retiring; and Dr. C. Nelson

Grote, who will succeed Dr.
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Gregory
Will Speak
At S’craft

Dick Gregory, comedian-
turned-black advocate, will
speak at 8 p.m. Thursday,
March 25, at Schoolcraft Col-
lege.

Because a Iatge audience
is anticipated for Gregory's
speech on ““Social Problems-
Social or Anti-Social,” it will
be held in the main gymna-
sium of the Physical Educa-
tion Building instead of the
Waterman caleteria.

The lecture is the third in a
series sponsored by the cul-
tural affairs committee. Stu-
dents who do not attend
Schoolcraft will be charged $1
admission, and the generat
public will be charged $2.

Gregory is a popular cam-~
pus speaker.

His autobiography, entitled
“Nigger,” has become a best
seller and he has completed a
second book, ‘‘Sermons.”

SS Days
Will Be Held

In Livonia Mall;

Sam F. Test, manager of the
Detroit-Northwest  social
security office, annnunud
that “Social Security Days”
will be held at Livonia Mall
Shopping Center on Th\nsday
and Friday evenings, March
2 and 26, and on Saturday,
March 27

Social security
representatives will be
attending a booth in the mall
to answer questions on
retirement, survivorship,
disability nnd medicare.
There will social

free
security booklets available.

Residents of the Livonia,
Plymouth and Northville
areas may take advantage of
this opportunity to obtain
information about the social
secun!y law

11:30 a.m.,

A seminary statement sald
that the Sulpiclans “brought
to St. John's not only the
priests of St. Sulpice bat also
their characteristic, French-

based mammer of formation-

that is often contrasted with

the approach generally de-
seribed as ‘Roman.’ "

The seminary offers four-

years of post-graduate work
to priests who complete col-
tege degrees in diocesan sem-
inarfes such as Sacred Heart
in Detroit. It was set up by

the Mmhlgan bishops to
serve the entire state.

The statement, which said
the move was made “by
mutual agreement” and with
“‘expressions of regret,"”
listed five Michigan bishops.

They are Cardinal John
Dearden of the Archdiocese
of Detrolt, Bishop Alexander
M. Zaleski of Lansing, Bishop
Joseph M. Breitenbeck of
Grand ‘Rapids, Bishop Fran-
cis F. Reh of Saginaw and
Bishop Charles A. Staatka of
Marquette.

Grote visited Observerland last week to meet
community leaders and buy a house. The visit
included a tour of the new Observer plant,
where Lasich explained how the Photon 560
takes a punched tape and translates it into let-
ters on sensitized paper. {Observer photo)

Kite-Flying Contest
ForKidsAtWonderland

Wonderland Center,
Plymouth at Middlebelt, will
sponsor a kite flying contest at
12 noon Saturday, March.- 27.

Judges will be the Honorable
Edward McNamara, Mayor of
Livonia; Jerry Brown
Livonia Councilman; ana
Wylie Gerdes, Observer
editor.

Children bétween ages of six
and 11 may participate. The
first 130 children are eligible.
Kites and string will be
provided by the center.

Registration will begin at

weather per-

mitting, in the parking lot
between gates 5 and 6 facing
Plymolth Road. The contest
will start at noon.

Children will compete in
groups of 10s; 68 year olds
will compete, and 9-11 year
olds will compete.

Eauh group of 10 children

be judged on getting and
susmmng their kite in the air
for two minutes, and the first
child to fly their kite the
hlghsl ln four minutes. These
will be re-matched in
a fmal “fly-off" judged on the
same criteria.
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