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‘Ward To Install

Rev. Williams

The Rev. George Franklin
Williams Jr. will be installed
as associate pastor of Ward
United Presbyterian Church
Livonia, at 7 p.m. Sunday,
March 28.

Preaching for the installa-
tion service will be the Rev.
Walter Kennedy, minister of
the First Presbyterian
Church of Newport News,
Va.,"who will speak on the
topic “'The Credentials of a
Christian,”

The Rev. Williams served
as his associate in the St.
Enoch{ Presbyterian Church
of Harhilton, Ont., from 1964
to 1967. -

ALSO MEMBERS of the
commission to install will be
Dr. Bartlett L. Hess, senior
minister of Ward Church, the
Rev. David Qwen of Ward
Memorial  Pesbyterian
Church in Detroit, the Rev.
Robert S. Williamson of Cen-
tral Northwest Presbyterian
Church of Detroit, George
Bushnell Jr., moderator of
the Detroit Presbytry, and
Dr. Murray Deighton, elder
of the church.

Rev. Wlliams joined the
Ward staff in July of 1969. A
graduate of ‘the Uni-
versity of Virginia and Gor-
don Conwell Theological Sem-
inary in Massachussetts. he
also has served as pastor of

the Collierstown Presby-
terian Church of Lexington,
Va.

Asa be

seminary sindent,
served churches in Newton,
Mass., and Prince. EdwardIs-
land.

IN THE LOCAL CHURCH,
he teaches a Bible Course
and the adult membership
class and serves as modera-
tor of the board of deacons in
addition to preaching and vis-

itation duties.

He also conducts a weekly
evangelism clinic and serves
as an advisor to students at

C ity Col-

Rick Neff Joins
Farmington U-U

Take an avid student of
theology with a “‘radical”
outlook on social issues.

Add an existentialist, philo-
sophicaly speaking, and a
trained marriage counselor.

Throw in an ‘‘anti-reli-
gious, socialist-oriented Jew-
ish background,” together
with an eagerness to work in
middle-class suburbia.

These traits and an assort-
ment of others add up to Rick
Neff, new minister of the
Universalist-  Unitarian
Church of Farmington.

NEFF, HIS wife, Joan, and
their 15-month-old son, Josh-
va, moved to Farmington
early this year from Berke-
ley, Calif., to take over the
ministry of the U-U church.

A recent graduate of the
Starr-King School for the
Mu'uslry. the unitarian school
in lhz Berkeley cluster of
Neff will be or-

lege through the Inter-Var-
sity Christian Fellowship

there.

He and his wife, Barbara,
have two children, a three-
year old daughter and a

year-old son.
.

REV. GEORGE
FRANKLIN WILLIAMS

dained in his newchurch on
Palm Sunday, April 4.

Neff studied at the Univer-
sity of Chicago, “wandered
about the country doing odd
jobs,” and was in the catalog
business in Chicago and ac-
tive in the Unitarian church
there before deciding to at-
tend the seminary.

.o

HIS NEW POST offered
several of the particular op-
portunities he has sought.

“I want to work in white,
middle-class suburbia be-
cause it's where the power
is,”” Neff said. *‘Society
needs many changes, and
they arernot guing to oceur
without impetus from the
white middle class.”

RICK NEFF

Parish work was his choice
in part because of his coun-
seling training.

*I'd like to help people get
from birth to death and feel
good about it-with as little
pain and as much excitement
as possible,” he explained.

Ané be described his new
Congregation. which draws
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people with a liberal outlook
from all parts of this area, as
‘“‘one of the most exciting
groups of people I've ever
met.”

NEFF CALLED himself
“‘a rarity among Unitarians
because I'm a theologian.”

“People in my denomina-
tion tend to be terrified of the
word God,” he added, “but I
use it frquently. It is a term
that means different things to
different people, and I let
others shift for themselves in
dealing with it.”

But words like “guilt” and’

‘‘penitence’’ don’t fit into
Neff's theology.

“Religion has to be fun,
and life a celebration,” he
said.

Amang his first major pro-
jects in the Farmington U-U
church is the launching of
two counseling groups, one
for married couples and one
for single persens:

“To be single in the sub-
urbs is difficult, to say the
least,” Neff said.

HE HOPES LATER to
become involved in commun-
ity malters *as issues grab
me.'

“My outlook in social mat-
ters tends to be beyond the
liberal-radical, I guess. but
unorganized,” he stated. “I
can't even join an anarchist
group.

*““But I feel organized reli-
gion up to nmow has led us
only into a great chasm, and
salvation must be on a indi-
vidual level. Just making pol-
itical changes either way
doesn’t work.”

Mrs. Neff. a University of
Chicago graduate, is working
on a novel and teaching soci-
ology at Com-
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“'She also is interested in
women'’s liberation move-
ment, which I am too,” said
her husband.

THE NEFFS, besides pian-
ning for the ordination, are
goingto prepare A Seder din-
ner for their new congrega-
tion at the church April 9.

*“The Passover feast is the
oldest of the Jewish festivals,
dating back to 1200 BC,” he
told members ‘of the U-U
church. “The Passover Seder
is celebrated by both reli-
gious and non-religious Jews,
and is a great deal more than
a religious festival. It is also
a tribal celebration, and a
ion of “familial’ ex-
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perience.’”

Church Women
To Hear Chief

Chief Robert Turner of the
Livonia Police will address
Church Women United in
Livonia following a salad
luncheon at 1230 p.m. Fri-
day, April 2, in Trinity Lu-
theran Church Wayne and
Amn Arbor Trail.

He will speak on drugs,
vandalism and other areas of
concern. All church women in
the community are invil

The luncheon cost is 50
cents and baby-sitting is
available.

By THE REV. ALBERT
KOLC)

St.  Alexander Catholic
Chureh,
Farmington

The moral decay sweeping
across the United States and
pamcularly the Farmington

" area is causing such acute

pain that ‘many people are
driven to virtual hysteria.

This is very apparent at
the public hearings of the
Farmmg!on school board and
the Farmington Township
administration. Although all
are very good people, the
tremendous’size of the prob-
lems are so overwhelming
that they are driven to reac-
tions which hinder the search
for solutions.

Values haye tilted to such
an extreme in our modern
society in favor of “complete
honesty and openness” and
politeness and respect have
been so rejected that we are
virtually eating each other
alive.

up guidelines for the sex edu-
cation program, the conserv-
atives were angry with me.
Because the curriculum
proprosals of the Farmington
school administration seem
to me to be deficient in fol-
lowing these guidelines, I am
opposed to this curriculum,
and many of the liberals are
angry with me.
.

TREMENDOUS  moral
problems such as prejudice,
drug abuse, and sexual irres-
ponsibility, are plaguing our
community. The school board
has wisely set up citizens
advisory commissions to
work on these problems and
suggest ways by which our
educational resources may
be used to meet them.

On sex education, we come
to a point where information
without moral sanction is
quite certain to cause more
harm than good.

It is asserted that the
bome and the churches are
not doing enough to meet this

The avid desire of many problem. This is regretfully

people to exercise our be-
loved freedom of speech
leads to verbal violence al-
most as vicious and harmful
as physical violence.

© e

THE GOOD MEN (and one
woman) on the school board

are much concerned with the’

problems of our children and

roe.

But how shall we find solu-
tions that we may retain our
sanity and life?

Certainly we will not find
them in undisciplined sex in-
formation or in verbal viol-
ence.

P

BUT I DO HAVE a posi-

and

sacrifice time and energy
trying to solve them. For
this I can only be grateful.

Because 1 served on the
task force on sex education of
the Farmington® Citizens Ad-
visory Committee and drew

tive

Free thinkers ought to
think freely and deeply about
righteousness, about the

brotherhood of man and our”

necessity, for life itself. to
live at peace with each other.

il

The Jews should rally to
the spiritual leadership of
their rabbi and the synagog.

Let Protestants follow the
spiritual leadership of their
ministers and the Bible.

Let Catholics rally to-
gether behind the moral lead-
ership of their priests and
their church.

Parents must be encour-
aged to do their duty toward
their children by giving them
sex education according to
the chronological and devel-
opmental age of the child and
their own moral and religions
convictions.

Churches must give both
adult instructions to help the
parents with their responsi-
bility and religious education
to the children which includes
sex instructions.

. e

BY THIS MEANS we can
preserve freedom of religion
and of individual rights.

Let us all work together in
a true ecumenical spirit that
we may promote love and
kindness towards each other.

This must be done freely
and spontaneously from a
beart of good will. We must
realize that since the solu-
tions to these problems are
not easy, weak adherence to
our moral principles and co-
operation with moral leader-
ship will not be easy.

Together we will march to
find solutions to these prob-
lems and we will make the
world a better place. A few
years ago some theologians
were concerned about ‘‘the
death of God". Our concern
now must be for the “death
of man”.

<
Rev. Lester Kinsolving's

Religion Update

A new method of steriliza-
tion is proving so effective
that at least in. regard to
married women it could
largely replace both contra-
ceptives and abortion in alle-
viating the problem of un-
wanted children.

The operation, called a sal-
pingectomy or tubal ligation
{or, more popularly. “tying
the tubes’), used to require a
large incision, several days
hos’pilaliza(ien and' an aver-
age fee of $500.

Physicians are now able to
perform this operation in half
an hour, on an out-patient
basis and for onefifth that
fee. And this. operation ap-
pears to be highly preferable
to is opposite number for
males: the vasectomy. Not
only do many men confuse
this with castration, but
many of those who under-
stand the difference still sus-
pect (wrongfully) that it will
somehow rob them of some
measure of their virility.

THE IMPROVED TUBAL
ligation could prove an inval-
uable aid to meeting the po-
tentially catastrophic prob-
lem of population control. A
recent Gallup Poll reports
that 64 per cent of the U.S.
population approves of steri-
lization as a means of popula-
tion control. And New York’s
Association For Voluntary
Sterilization estimates _that
there are at least 200,000 such
operations every year — an
increase of- 100 percent in
just a decade.

A far higher percentage
might approve of steriliza-
tion except for the strong
denunciations by the Papacy.
Mormoz-dominated Utah is
the only state in which a
sterilization must by law be
shown to be a medical ne-
cessity.

There has been no basic
change or alleratmn of the
Vatican’s to steri-

provision can be made for
the good of the whole body.™
o e e

THIS APPEARS to con-
trast sharply with Jesus’ own
statement (Matthew 19:12)
that “there be eunuchs which
have made themselvs -.u-
nuchsfor the Kingdom of
Heaven’s sake.” And even if
Jesus was speaking meta-
phorically for the purpose of
illustrating a celibaté form of
the ministry, one of the most
prominent of all ancient
Christian theologians, Origen
(185254 AD) is reported by
famed historian Eusebius to
have taken this passage liter-
ally — by castrating himself,
a drastic form of steriliza-
tion.

It is also difficult for many
Catholics to accept papal
assurances that tubal liga-
tions are per se sinful — if
they know very much about
the history of the papacy it-
self. As recently as 88 years
ago, Sistine choir boys in
Rome were belng castrated
in order to keep them perma-
nently soprano...‘‘sporani
falsetti.” And while the prac-
tice of creating castratis was
halted by Pople Leo XIII, it
bad been done ever since the
Pontificate of Sylvester I, in
the fourth century.

Often sterilization is op-
posed by ecclesiastical au-
thorities because it was
widely — and most pervert-
edly — practiced in Hitler
Germany. But to oppose the
practice on the sole basis
that Hitler utilized it is to
suggest that both Volkswa-
gens and freeways are intris-
ically evil because Hitler
designed the ™" and built the
Autobahn.

AT THE SAME time it is
significant that modern steri-
lization was not developed in
a dictatorship. The first tubal

ligation was reported by a
Swiss surgeon in 1897. Two
years later, H. C. Sharp,
M.D. performed the first
vasectomy, in Indiana.

Some opposition to sterili-
zation is apparent from those
who consider it some sort of
unholy interference with
what they regard as a divine
right of parenthood.

But just as the divine right
of kings was once widely
accepted, so this right of
parenthood should defer to
the right of all children to be
wanted, rather than ‘“acci-
dents” of some sort of *“proof
of manhood" — in which abil-
ity, noted the famed Con-
gressman John Randolph of
Roanoke, men are far ex-
ceeded by jackasses.

Serve Breakfast

Nativity United Church of
Christ, 9435 Henry Ruff, Li-
vonia, will serve a White
Communion and Continental
Breakfast at 10 a.m. Thurs-
day, April 1, in the church.

John Qutlaw of radio sta-
tion WBFG will speak. A free
offering will be taken and
baby-sitting will be available.

Lenten Lunch

The Women's Guild of St.
John Armenian Church is
planning a Lenten luncheon
Tuesday, March 30, in the
Cultural Building, 22001
Northwestern  Highway,
Southfield.

Entertainment ‘will, be
provided by the Madrigal
Singers from Southfield-
Lathrup High School. Randy
Paulian will be featured at
the piano and Brooke Mina-
sian, at the violin.

Tickets, at $3, are availa:
ble at the church.

lization since 1958, when
Pope Pius XII reiterated his
1851 address to the Catholic
Midwives, in which he said:

“'Direct sterilization —
that is, that which seeks as
means or end to render pro-
creation impossible — is a
serious violation of moral
law."”

His predecessor, Pius XI,
‘in the encyelical Casti Connu-
bi, held that “‘individuals
have no power over the
members of their bodies than

that which pertains to their

natural ends; and they are
not free to destroy or muti-
late their members, or in any
other way render themselves
unfit for their natural func-
tions, except where no other

)

aavinting o the Holy Spirkt.

Phone GA 1-9140

or 261.1957

EVANGELIST WALTER KRONBERG

A wall-known evangelist whom God is using in the healing of the sick. He
brings deliverance 10 those who are appressed and tormented. Many
thioughout the United States bave found the way of satvation thiough his
minisiry. Hear this Evangefist preach the Word of God in the power and

Come Bring the Sick and Those in Need of
Salvation and the Baptism in the Holy Spirit

STARTING SUNDAY, MARCH 28
through APRIL 18
O i Sowes ooy Sy

Pastor J. J. Traub
Asst Pastor . C.

A GREAT HEALING MISSION

at
BETHEL MISSIONARY ASSEMBLY OF GOD
8900 Middiobelt (N. nlJny)

Livonia, Mlch

PEOPLE OF ALL
FAITHS WELCOME!
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