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Rev. Lester Kinsolving's

Religion Update

SINGING IN WESTLAND BAPTIST — The Washington Bible College
choir, under the direction of Prof. James Bos, will present a sacred concert
at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, April 8, in Westland Baptist Church, 35375 Ann
Arbor Trail, Livonia. The choir is one of several musical groups that tour
from the college located in the nation’s capital. Its four-year course is de-
signed to train men and women for missionary, pastoral, Bible teaching
and other Christian service.

The record's title itself

Bob Vernon Heads

Kenwood

Bob J. Vernon, one of four
brothers who televise
“Homestead, U.S.A.” will
conduct services April 4 to 9 in
the Kenwood Church of Christ,
20200 Merriman, Livonia.

His revival services,
including Bibje- based
preaching and musical
presentations, will be held at
11 am. and 6 p.m. Sunday,
April 4, and at 7:30 p.m.
Monday, April 5, through
Friday, April 9.

Vernon also will meet with
the Sunday morning Bible
school, which offers classes
for all ages from infant
through adult. A nursery and a
planned program for young
children is scheduled during
all the revival services.

Teenagers Enjoy Mystery Weekend

A group of teenagers re-
.cently bedded down for the
night on a bus in Plymouth
and woke up to find them-
selves in Washington in the
morming.

The mystery trip for 22
teenagers and their counse-
lors from Calvary Baptist
Church, Plymouth, was ar-
ranged by Bob Davenport,
two-time all-American from
UCLA, and now at Taylor
University, Upland, Ind.

. Davenport is well-known
for his cross-country bicycle
trips.

. e

THE GROUP traveled in

his new bus “The Possum” day, just in time to leave for
which is fitted with sleeping

facilities for 34 people.

When the trip was an-
nounced. the young people
were not told their destina-
tion, other than that it would
be a large city.

The group left on a Friday
evening and spent Saturday
touring centers of interest in
Washington. Sunday mornmg

2
8

00l.
Among those making the
trip were Kim and Kevin
Renas, Peggy Cummins, Pat

The 82nd International
Convention of the Church of
God will be held in Anderson,
Ind., June 1420 under the
general theme, '‘God's

Blankenship, Pam and
Brenda Eddiemon, Penny
Quinn, Bob Yerks, Patti Pel-
to, Matt Hancock, Charigtte
McGuire and Vicki Trout,

Set 82nd Convention

Caribbean Islands will partici-
pate.

The Rev. Oral C. Withrow
of Columbus, Ohio, program
said the 1971 con-

they participated in services

in Clinton Baptist Church, _ Some 25,000 persons from

. all parts of the United States
Clinton, Md: and Canada are to attend.
o . Key leaders from at least a

THEY ARRIVED BACK in dozen countries in Europe,

Plymouth at 7:3 a.m. Mon- Asia, South America and the

vention, operating under a
revised format, will consider
resources available in deal-
ing with important issues
confronting the world during
the 1970s.
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Revivals

BOB J. VERNON

“HOMESTEAD, U.S.A." is
produced by the Christian
Television Mission, operated
by four of six Vernon brothers
and based in Springfield, Mo.
It is carried by 150 television
stations,

In addition to producing the
program, the Vernon brothers
have several record albums
on the market, some including
their wives in the musical
selections.

BOB VERNON also has
made five vocal albums on his
own and has written several
songs and produced three
movies. They are “Back to
Jerusalem,” “Moscow to

Mashoko,” and “Eyewitness-

Behind the Iron Curtain,” a
film based on the brothers’
trip to Russia.

In 1967 he and his daughter,
Becky, were senf by the U.S.
Defense Department to put on
programs for the troops in
Vietnam.

seems

grotesque grabber:
Christ, Superstar.”

And if this sobriquet does
not appear sufficiently
blasphemous, consider the
format: The Passion of Jesus

Christ — in rock and roll.

This initial reaction, plus
‘the timid piousity of some
commercial electronic media,
apparently motivated the
Ttalian broadcasting
company, R!A to ;udge this
s “too irreverent

m

Jesus

But is was subsequently
playedonVaucanﬂamo Just
as it is being played in
churches throughout the U.S.

IT IS NOT irreverent. It is
immensely moving; an
eloquently serious rock opera
by two young Britishers,
Andrew Webber and Tim
Rice, which achieved a gold
record (one million sold)
within two months of its being
issued in the States,

And in what appears to this
writer to be a thoroughly
sincere and respectful effort
to express The Passion
narrative in very modern
idiom, “Jesus Christ, Super-
star'’  seems no more
irreverent than _translating
the Gospels into English (for
which men were once burned
at the stake).

This opera " will hardly
displace Bach's “‘St. Matthew
Passion’" despite
Transcontinental Music Co.’s
Eastern Division buyer Woody
Howard. Woody waxed ape in
writing: “The secular works
of Bach, Beethoven, Handel
and other composers, suddenl
become relegated to the c]ass
of mundane composition.”

NOR WILL the classic
beauty of the King James
Version of the Bible ever be

superceded by any of the
current rash of new
translations however
valuably they modernize the
Holy Scriptures. “Superstar,”
not being bound to the
manuscripts, is able to
modernize even further - in
what can be recognized as a
legitimate effort at a 20th
Century  version.  For
example:

Caiaphas to Judas: *This
isn’t blood money-it's a fee,
nothing more.”” (Crowd:
*“Good old Judas.”)

Pilate to Jesus: *You're
in deep trouble friend; how
can someone in your state be
50 ool about his fate?”

Jesus (in some intriguing
and valuable exegesis by the
lyricist): “‘Save tomorrow
for tomorrow, think about
today instead...Surely you're
not saying we have the re-
sources to save the poor
from their lot?...For all you
care this wine could be my
blood—lhls bread could be my

Camphas to Judas: “This
isn't blood money - it's a fee,
nothing more." (Crowd:
“Good old Judas.”

Pilate to Jesus: “Yau‘re in
deep trouble friend; how can
someone in your state be so
cool about his fate?"

Jesus (in some mlngulng
and valuable exegesis by the
Iyricist): “Save tomorrow for
tomorrow, think about today
instead. . .Surely you're not
saying we have the resources
to save the poor from their
Int?. . .For all you care this
wine could be my blood -- this
bread could be my body."”

.

ONE HIGH POINT of the
opera is the: characterization
of Herod, whose jaded and
biting mockery comes alive in
an inimitable rag:

“So you are the Christ,

you're the great Jesus
Christ!" . ..

Prove to me that you're no
fool: walk across my
swimming pool!...

Prove to me that you're
divine: change my water into
wine!... .

Feed my household with this
bread-you can do it on your
head!..

Come on, King of The
Jews!

'l'he other pinnacle is the.
hauntingly beautiful love song
of Mary Magdalene -~ utterly
devoid of the cheap
sensousness often
accompanying the titillating
theme of divine: seduction.
Rather it is akin to
generations of women who
suffered the emotional agony
of falling in love with a priest
who is Joyally devoted to
celibacy:

“I don’t know how to love

im. . .Should I bring him
down? Should I scream and
shout?. . .Should I speak of
love ~ let my feelings out?. .
He scaresme so...I wanl him
.I'love him so. . .
« s

WHAT IS PART[CUZARLYL
remarkable is this Passion
Play ending with the death of
Jesus — there s not even a hint
of the Resurrection. This
serves to change the Gospel
(“the good news") into a one
act tragedy: a Superstar that
went out; the light that failed.

And while tragedy is a basic
theatrical art form, there
should be some reason for
such significant
remembrance - particularly
in consideration of Anatole
France's poignant story of
Pontius Pilate in retirement.
When asked if he remembers
Jesus whom he crucified,
Pilate replies:

“There were so many
crucifixions.”

Rev. Stuart Talks During Holy Week

The Rev. H. Richmond
Stuart, a social worker in
Windsor, Ontario, will be the
guest lecturer for Holy Week
services in Village United
Presbyterian Church, 25350
W. Six Mile Road, Redford
Township.

Rev. Stuart was born in
England and started his car-

ROBERT
BAUMGARTNER

Cass Tech

Principal
To Speak

Robert Baumgartner, prin-
cipal of Cass Technical High
School in Detroit, will be
speaker for identical Good
Friday services April 9 in
Redford Baptist Church,
Redford Township, and Red-
ford United Methodist Church
in Detroit.

Members of the Village
United Presbyterian Church
in Redford Township also
have been invited to join in
the services.

Baumgartner’s topic will
be *‘At the Foot of the
Cross.”

The Bentley High School
choir will furnish music for
the service in the Baptist
church, Grand River and
Seven Mile, scheduled from
12:30 to 1:30 p.m.

The service in the Method-
ist church, located several
miles down Grand River, will
last from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m.,
with the Retited Men’s Fel-
lowship Chorus providing the
musical portion.

Baumgartner, a licensed
lay minister at Redford Bap-
tist, was a colonel in the U.S.
Marine Corps and a research
physicist at General Motors
Corp. before entering the
Detroit school system.

He has been principal of
Redford High as well as Cass
Tech.

He also is president of the
Metropolitan Detroit Council
of Churches and of the De-
troit Association of American
Baptist Churches.

€€er as a news reporter on the
Isle of Guernsey. He also
was a parish minister in Eng-
land and later in Canada and
was a management consult-
ant in Detroit. Currently he
works for the Essex County
Social and Family Services.
“Fool On a Donkey"” will
be his first talk which will be
given at 9:30 and 11 a.m.
April 4. Later the same day
he will speak at a youth rally
at 7 p.m. on ‘“The Mystery of
the Man in the Linen Sheet.”
On Monday evening at 7:45
p-m., Rev. Stuart will talk on
“Love Me-Love My Dog"

and on the following evening
he will speak on *The Solid
Majority.”

His final talk will be at 7:45
p.m. Wednesday, April 7, on
“Doing Your Own Thing-On
a Cross.”

The Service of Tenebrae
and candlelight communion
will be at 7:30 and 9:30 p.m.
on Maundy Thursday. April

Good Friday services will
be at 12 noon with the Red-
ford Baptist Church and at 1:
30 p.m. with the Redford
United Methodist Church.

REV. H. RICHMOND
STUART

Area Deaths

MARIAN H. MOGREN ~ Servicas for
Mrs Mogren, 64. of Lakeland, Fis
ware held i the A.G. and G.R. Hams
Funeral Home i Livonsa, Rev. A W.
Bomn officiated #nd bunat wes in Park-
view Memonal Cemetery.

Mrs Mogren dies 27 in Flor-
198 after a short illnsss. She was 2
mamber of Holy Cioss Lut
Chureh,

She is survived by three daughters,
Mrs Dorothy Strong of
June Grffith and Mrs. Py
Jon: one siser, Mra. Ruth Foter: and
10 grandchuidren.

MARY M. DAVIS — Sernces for Mrs
Dawis. 68. of 18801 Van Rd in Livona.
wacs heid in the RG. and GR Hamis
Funeral Home in Livonia. Kennsth Eck-
strom officiated end bunal was in
Boyne City Cematary.

Mrs. Davis died March 29 in 1. Jo-
saph Hospital in Ann Arboc. She was 3
rotirsd achool teachar and a member of
the Farmington Church of Christ, Scien-
st

She is suvivad by one son. James
Davs; one Saughia. M. Ao Tramas
3. Edith Braylogte: ane
nmmu Fr-a Wi and four grandenl.

nnzn J. KNOLL ~ Samvices for Mrs
Knoli, 58. of 15100 Mernman Rd. in

Roman Catholc Church Buris) was in
Holy Sepuichre Cemetery.

Mrs Knoll died Maich 24 in St. Mary
Hospital in Livon:
She wes & secratary for the City of Li-
voma and & member of St Genavieve
Cathoiic Church Altar Sociaty.

She ix survived by one san, Charles.
ane daughter. Mrs. Kenneth Ursum:

Kevjci:
CARL J. FUNST — Services for Ms.
Fuhst. 35, of Brghton and foemerly of
Livonia, wers beld in St. Paul Lutheran
Church. Rev. Walter Rutkowsky and
Rev. Carl F. Walser officiated a1 the
service. Burial was in Glen Eden Come-
tery.
Mr. Fuhst died March 25 in St Mary

Ho it survived by e wile, Lynne:
two chikdrun. Lo 2nd Michsal: his par.
onts. Mr. #nd Mrs. Charles Fubst: four
brothars. Herlan. George, Williem.
ind Robert: an three sisters,
Mes. Eleanor Fields. Mrs. Clarabatle
Vicallh and Mrs. Rita Crain

wers by .G a0d G.R.

Marris Funecal Home.
FRANK A. SMITH. Funeral services for
Mr. Smith, 87, of 17201 Sumnar. Rec-

was e Rev. Robert Ryan.

Mr. Smith, who wss bom in Detroit,
died March 25. He is survived by his
wits. Eizabeth. and son. Frank Smith
.

EOWARD H. BOLTON. Semvoes for Mr
Bohon. 90. of 1328 W. Ann Arbar Trai,
Plymauth. wers held in the Schrader
Funerat Homa. with Rev. Henry J
Walch officiating. Bunal was in Rrver-
tido Comatary.

M. Bolton was bom in England.
Irved i Plymouth virtually all of his iy
For many yesrs he was empioyed by
the Piymouth Lumber and Cost Co and
aftec hrs renrament thare be worked 15
Yyours at the Mayfiower Hotel

Survvors wcode » daughter. Mrs
Mena Willams. of Plymouth: two us-

. Mrs. Clinton (Zaida) Gottschalk

Mrs. Glan {Ethel

IRVING J. GUILBAULT. Funaral serv.
ices far Mr. Guilbault. 77. of 29118
Aranel. Farmington Township, ware
heid racantly in St. Fadian Catholic
Church with bural 1 Holy Sepulchre
Comatary. The rosary ws said in Hee-
fey-Sundquist Funeral Homa n Far-
muingon. OMfciating was the At Rev.
Magr, Chartes J. Malloy of St. Faban

>
retired clerk from Burroughs Corp.
Survvors include: sons. Abn and Nor-
bert; brothers. Henry and Hubert; s

rs. Mrs. Agoas Lapine and Mrs. Ex.
ther Faller: 17 grandchildran and thise
great.geandchisdren.

FRANK V. COUGHUN. Funeral servicas
for My Coughlin, B, of 16834 Monica,
Detrort. wars held recently in St Col

woth bunal in Holy

”
Home of Farmington. Officiating was

the Rev. Rodert J. Kikayne of St Cale-

Mr Coughlin, who died March 21 in
Lourdes Convalescent Home 1 Water-
ford Township atier a long iness. was
s reurad chief inspector for Ford Motor
Co.. a mambar of the Gesu Catholic
Church 1n Detron and & WWI veteran of
the US. Army. Survivors include: wile.
Gonevieve. 300, Dr James Coughlin of
Miami. daughter, Mrs. John Anbut of
Farmington Townshio. #nd six grand-
chigran

WILLIAM H. WITT. Services for M1,

Whaks, both of Plymouth; throe sisters,
Mrs. Ed (Amanda) Balko, of Northwille:

CHARLES 1. UPDIKE — Servicas for
9, of Bnghton. formerly of

held in R.G. and G.R
! Home Rev. Gilbert Wat.
s0n oHfiiated at the servces snd bunal
was in Roseland Park Cemetary.

Mr. Updike died March 25 in Vater-
ans Hospitat

He s survved by bis wate. Syhia.
two daughtars, Mes. Norma McNedl
and Mes. Nancy Newboum: one sister,
Mrs Mary Brown, and five grandchil.
gran.

TEMPLE BAPTIST CHURCH

23800 W. Chicago
Dr. G. B. Vick, Pastor

Sunday School 10am
Moming Worship am
Evening Sa Tpm.

Speaker for both services. DR. A.V. Henderson
WKBD Chananet SO

WMUZ-FM_ Detroit
P Sundays 8:30-9 a.m.

Fridey  1-7:43
Satarday 30

" SPECIAL PROGRAM- Junior
5 Sunday Evening

H|7é,h Deparlm:nl

FAEE BUS TRANSPORTATION
TO SUNDAY SCHOOL
Call 265-3337
—




