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By N. H.

(Editor’s Note—Thiz article was written by Mr, Power upon 11
quiest, the substance of which was delivered in an address by hinl

the Farmington Exchange Club g

1 was appginted to the R. M, S.
April 26, 1883 when I was a little
over 22 years of age. My appoint-
ment came about in a rather cur-
jous way. One day while on the
streets of Farmington 1 met. a
man whom I knew slightly. He
‘wore a cap which bore onits
frontispiece; the letters' R. M. S.
The meaning of those letters puz-
zled me. I was'a country boy with
a limited knowledge of things. R.
M. S. could -mean “Ready Made
Shoes” or “Rum, Mollasses and|
Sugar.” Finally 1 asked him.
“Why," he isays, “I am in 'the

* Railway Mail Service and that is
what the letters stand for.” . He
also told mé that he handled mail
on the trains, that it was a Gov-
ernment job and that he worked
half time, was paid for full time
at_a salary of $66.00 a month.

1 had been teaching a country
school at $26.00 a month and
boarding myself. There was a
considerablp difference. It was

* long before the Hays of the Civil
Service law. 'Hé told me he got
the job through his congressman
and asked me why I did not:try
for the same kind of a place. In
those days I thought I was a great
politician and that my activity in
town and county -politics should
be rewarded. All positions in the
government service at that time
were obtained by political influ-
ence. I went to the Hon. P. Dean
Warner, at: that time one of the
leading citizens of Farmington

.and asked him to write me a'let-
ter of introduttion to our con-
gressman, General Oliver Spauld-
ing of St. Johns. He did so and
in the letter said some very kind
things about me. 1 knew that
General Spaulding was to be in
Detroit onia certain day and I
met him there and gave him my

.71 letter. Heread it carefully, in-

quired about Mr. Warner, with
whom he was well acquainted and
told me he:had no ‘other applica-
tion and that he would forward
my letter to Washington with his
indorsement and I would get the
first vacancy. Times have chang-
ed. Not aisingle applicant then.
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into the serviec I was notified
that I must appear for & 12-
tion upon a certain date, i1 ly-md
been given a scheme of Mirhigan

which was a printed list of all the
post offices in the state, about 1835
at that time, and how the mail for
each office was to be-disposed|of.
When the clerk is examined{.a
printed card for each office in the
state is given him, 1835 post |of-
fices, 1835 cards. <He is in a room
by himself and not allowed \ to
communicate with anyone. \He
must take these cards sepnratgly
and put them into a case contain-
ing a box for each mail route‘ in
the state, 150.or more. Each one
of these boxes are labeled with
the name of 2 route. Another box
labeled “junctions” takes all Of-
fices where mail routes cross e:

ch
other. The cards are mixed' thor-
oughly. When he is ready his
time is taken and he proceeds!to
place the cards in the boxes|to
which they belong. The first card
he looks at-might be Novi, the
next Kalamazoo and the nex N
berry. Whatever it is he m
know what to do with it. Speed
and accuracy are the tests that te-
termine his standing, prineipally
the latter. Seventy per cent was
required when I entered the se
ice. . It has been increased to
er cent. I do not wish to hod
but my general average was o
98 per cent.  There were clei
that made better examination rec-
ords than 1. All clerks have|at
least three examinations a year
on different states. In addition| he
must pass an examination on pos-
tal laws and regulations as.relat-
ed to the R. 3L, S. -

In the  Fall of 1884 Gro
Cleveland was elected Preside
and at once consternation :sei
most of the postal eclerks.
were all Republicans and the
of the victorious Democrats
“turn the rascals out.” 1 was
of the rascals and I did not w
to be turned out. There was
Civil Service at that time to p
tect the clerks, Cleveland
not a spoilsman iat heart, but
pressure for offick was intense
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Now scores ara on the eligible
list who have taken the Civil
Service examination and are
waiting for an appointment. I
was much jela.ted but the days
came and went and merged into
weeks and months and no appoint-
ment I'gave it up.and went into
Sam Smith's law office at Pontiac
to study law. I had been there
Jdess than a! week when I received
natire from Vashington of my ap-
- ~t 11 was at a - loss to
i + » do. Whether to give
‘o go into the mail

i . Providence direct-

nd T took the mail
! orted to Mr. S. A

clerk of the R. M. S.

i as sworn in and as-

i + lity on the Big Rapids
¢ route.” For a few

£d as a helper to older

3> taught me some things

"

4 to , know. The ‘run

2% ¢al mail and was not
}! lo However I did not
dcated poang it was  with

< 80 the | umay that I received

ad and dis | tpe chief clerk in-
ox:del‘ f“"’:-h et I was assigned
Jrming me If and that I was
co duty by m{{“l one and unassist-
to take the runt 8k - o pg catching of

ed. The deli\"ery .
the mail at non-ste
tHe thing most dres
is a well knoyn .fact.
places the mg;l l:ht'h:tlz
ken on -thile the i
::”in’g at a high rate’of & YP::(.]‘..h‘Th'e
trained clerk{knows whe f L; lzs
to be done and has T rou nff
But the newiman is nervs U8 hﬂ
fearful and Ithyt was me. erd
were seven Fatch Btauox_u o.'l‘.my
- route and on my first trip 1 ntiss—,
ed three entirels, knocked dawn
two and did succeed in ge&mi.
‘the other two. The efficient cler!
makes few ; false motions 3
< catches the!ndil .easily and with-
out personal danger. His mahfoni
are swift and effective. Ifa nsh
mail train [was running throug

p stations was
‘ded by me. It
that at many
own off. and
ain is run-

mail in the car
‘bad to sleep in the, day time [j

the |made his life
weary. Shortly after the election
the chief clerk said,to me, “Nate
if you wish to stay in the mai
service you had' better takef a
transfer to the main line.” Mean-
ing the Michigan Central R.:R.
They cannot remove the clerks/on
that line because of the great
digount of western mail handled
and the skill and knowledge that
is required in its distribution.|

1 was loth to go because of the
study required-and the long hours
on the road. But he spoke to)me
again about it and I consenfed,
was transferred and found what
the mail service was on a large
scale. I was assigned to the night
line leaving Detroit at 9:30 pl m.
and arriving ,at Chicago the next
morning at 7 o'clock. We began
work in Detroit three and one-half
hours before train departure. This
Wwas necessary because of -jthe
large amount of mail that requir-
ed distribution and was in the[car
awaiting. us at that time. e
mail car was sixty .feet long and
we had a storage car of the same
length most of the time. THere
were five clerks in the car. Each
had his work to do and all | he
could do. Night after night I have
stood on my feet for eleven | or
twelve hours working at top speed
every minute with a possible|ex-
ception of* fifteen minutes spent in
eating a cold lunch. Each clerk
had different states to work and
we were ordered to remain in
car and complete the distribut:
of the mail after our arrival
Chicago, providing there was
unworked.

a few hours for we had to by
the ecar at Chicago at 4 p.
working_ the mail for the re

trip. We made three round trips,
layed off th
Test and stady and it was ne
There was much study. The

for
ded.
lerk
in charge knew the location of all
the offices in Michigan, Illinois,

Time off wag

rmington at 50 ‘miles. an hour
g:;und gx:‘ Detroit the trained
clerk would deliver the Farming-
ton mail, catch the local pouch,
unlock it, work the mail and have
his Reafora mail ready for deliv-
ery long before his an"wal at the
_Jatter place Not so with the new
clerk He;probably yvau[d not ga;
the Farmington mail distribute
by the time he reached Redford.
A short time after my. entrance

Iowan, California and Nebraska.
The second clerk knew the offices
in Wit in, Indiana, Mi
and South Dakota. Other clerks
in the car had the local mail, pa-
per mail and registered letters to
take care-of. I received sncces-
sive promotions and after years of
work and study ‘was promotéd to
clerk in charge of & car with a

" (Continued on page 6)
P -

|

‘| Jobn B

- rlous latters pertaining to love, mar- ||

" not but make a wocthy wife. Bat why

Gentleman of ‘
the OId School

By H. IRVING KING

- (Capyright)
M 2, DILLINGHAM could not ex-

hetly be sald to be “la business”;
but he had largs interests—mostly ino-
heriteéd—over which he kept a cloge:

apery] 3 ag A
rétary and an only son—each about!
twenty-five years of age. .
¥ you think that Walter 15 go-
fall in love with Cynthla, that
1s golog to object vlolently,
Is golng to be a row and the
are golng to be married ‘in
of everything .and everybody.
hold your horses a minute andq

lovers
splte
Just

see. |Come with me to one of those
“English-basement, brownstone fronts'!
on est Thirty-Somethlng street:

A stmilar house on the right hes
a restaurant in the basement, 2

“Modlste” on the first Qoor and offices

from there up to the roof. The housé
on the left is a “rooming-bouse.” I
fact, No. 80 is the only house on the
block stlll in the occupancy of the fam-
1ly whilch owned it and dwelt thereln
when people spoke of belng “geateel”;
and the crude and iustling seventles
were trylng to outdo the !dle and
splendid forties. Step right fato the
drawing room and let me Introduce
to you Mlss Margaret Blalr and Mr.
Walter Ditllngham, ' )
“Margaret,” Walter was saylng, “I
don’t Beo nny sense {n walting any
longer! © have heard him spesk of
John Blalr In such terms that I don’t
think he-wiil object much to having
laic’s daughter for o daughter-
inlaw.”
“Perhaps not,” replied Margaret
thoughttully. “Yet hé might think—ok,
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SINCLAIR SERVICE
/ Call Phone 91

T iy, Michigan

Farhington

(AR SRS RL

B HRT AT A
CORNAIR & GILMOUR

General Trucking .
LONG AND SHORT HAULS

s

Telephone 18 g

Farmington Mich,
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0-ACE-SEZ INN

For:all Forms of Terpsichorean Enjoyment
. .Every Thursday Night -
SATURDAY NIGHTS OLD TIME DANCING:

Doff ol :age like it wuz a wored-out. cloak

. AT FARMINGTON JUNCTION
WHERE ALL TRAILS CROSS

Music by Toe Teasing Syncopaters ! $1.00 per ;:ouple

Somehow é_fellér hain’t no biz, to be havin’ roomatiz-

The Largbst Bank
In Oakland County
Welcomes Your
Patronage. .,
Complete Safety
Vault Protection For
Less Than'1 Cent :
A day. - )
PONTIAC
COMMERCIAL and
SAVINGS BANK °
Pontiac, Michigan

e

PROFESSIONAL CARDS
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he might think a lot of things—the sit-
uatlonbelng as it {s—that I had In-
veigled you or somethlng like that.
Anyway we must walt untll the end|
of the iyear when my contract explres
—and In the meantime I want you to
promise me that you won't say a word
on the| subfect to your father."

“I wiil not moke any such fool
promise,” sald Walter. And then
thoy had a little U and theo he
put hig arms around her and kissed
her and_promised that he would not
say & Word to his father—unless cir-
cumstances forced him to.

Margaret's father had once been
wealthy, but his fortune had dwin-
dted; and as !t dwindled he and his
wife had ' gradually withdrawn from
soclety—and been forgotten. When
Mea. Blale dled soclety remembered
for a whole week—she had been 8
famous, hostess tn her day. When,
two years later, John Blalc dled so-
clety remembered again, even went to
the funeral, and said that “something
ought fo be done” for Margaret. But
Marguret refused nll offers of asslst-
ance, and soclety, baving done its
duty, Went away and forgot her exlst-
pnce—which was fust what she want-
ed socigty to do. John Blair had left
his daughter the brownstone house In
Thirty-Something street and a lttle,
4 very little money.. She bad to worlk
to “plece out.™

Two |old servants, & men and his
wife, remained with her; drawlng
nominai wages, it is true, but pos-
sessed of healthy nppetités and waste-
ful weys brought over from opulent

es. i These had to be fed and
clothed: The sensible thing for Mar-

How is Your Heal-
ing PlantWorking
these days . . .

®,

‘Are you warm énd' comfortable, or are you just

burning coal with no results.” If you are having the
latter trouble this is the time to call 148.

YERKES & FOSS
Plumbing and Heating Contractors

Phene 148 Farmington

DORA LOU HAIR SHOP.
Dora Lou Squter, Prop.
Second Floor
- Peoples State Bank' Building
Phone 193 for Appointment
. SPECIAL!
Mondays and -Tuesdays
until further notice: Short
Hair Shampoo ard Wave,

Farmington » Mich,
Dx. Wilbur H. Johnston
: Osteopathic Physician -
At the Steele Residence on Psast
Grand River Avenue
Saturday 2 to 8 p. m,
‘Photies ;
Farmington.98.  Northville |17

)

. . G. H. RIDDLE :
Registered Civil Engineer =
Surveys, Sub-divisions, Sewerage,

! Water . :
Farmington, Mich.

DR. G: J. -AKENS
Osteopathic Physician
Office 22026 Grand River Avenue

. Office Hours:
-830to12a. m.;2t05 |
and or Mondays, Thursday and

Phone 14

Saturdays, 7 to S p. m.

garet to do would have been to turn’
the old servants adrift, sell the
house and go to live In a boarding
bouse. | But she wouldn't do tt. No,
she would bang on. .

Walter Dfitlngham did not teo
oftea fnvade the ‘library when his
father ‘was at work there with his
pretty ]stenogmphnr-ﬁecrelsry. * But
sometimes he did, and when he did
he could mot help lookimg at the
young |woman. For Miss Cynthia
Waldron was good to look at.  Sev-
eral tinmes the elder Dlllingham caught
his son |gazing upon the secretary with
a look [which was most objectlonable
to him. Finally he one day sum-
moned Waiter into his august preseace |,

and discoursed to hlm concerning va- |

rlage and ethics “My son,” sald he, |
“I trust you will; always remember|
that you are a gentleman—born so. T}
do not{tike your manner. toward my:|
secretary, Miss Waldron. " Strongly od-
Ject tofit. While Mlss Waldron g fno.
my employ—" -

Waltpr tnterrupted him. “Why, far
your susplclons are cruelly un-

—er—philandering’ about; becauso I
aged to a most charmlog glrl,

ged!” cried Mr, DI

en sternly, .“To whom, pray¥
the daughter of your ~old
John Blalr.”

eed” replled the father. "Little
Margaret! 1 haven't sten her for
years.: I have been derellet in that
matter. -A chlld of such parents can-

have you not told me before? Why
have you.not brought herto see mot”

“Oh} ‘you see enough of her ag It
15" sald Walter, “Sha is your secre-
tary, Oynthla Waldron. You see, sho
took a fake nams when she went to
work; dldn't want soclety to catch
on, None olt gocloty’s business, any-
way.”

“Hum, hum, quite right” sald Cur-
tis Dilingham, Baq, “Miss Waldron,
will you step this way a minute?’

That's  all--except that Margaret
sold “'the “English-basement, brown-
stone front," pensfoned oft the old

ts and Is Mra Watter Dilling-
bam, | But she stil! acts ag Mr. Diitlng-

ham's secretary—be couldn't get along

I wouldn't, on any account, go-|.
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Buick owners enjoy
* the savings of
leadership

" in purchase price and daily use, Buick own-
ers profic by the savinys of leadership.
The price of a Buick is moderate, but i.t
buys a car built to the very finest quality
ideals — one that would cost you con-
) si:l-i:bly more, if it were not for Buick

volime. -

e TN

" For years, the savings provided by great
volume have been devoted ta the enrich-
ment of Buick value.

And for yéars,~ Buick owners have had a
mces dependable_motor car—-one in which
tish quality lessens izpkeep expense.
Guy a Buick! It is an investment in econ-
orhy and satisfaction. : ) )

THE GREATEST BUICK EVER BUILT

PLYMOUTH BUICK SALES CO.
‘ Phone 262 Plymouth, Mich.
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Telephone 1160 ‘Redford

Z. R. ASCHENBRENNER, ‘M. D.
' Physician and Surgeoon :
Office Hours :
2:40 to 4:00 P. ML
Evenings Bxcept Sun. and Wed.
7:30—8:08
Residence ' Phone 47-F14
Farmington, . Phowe 160,

Dr. E. J. Chapiit
Dentist 8
18629 Grand River Avenue
Opp. Redford Theatre -
Hours: 8:00 to 12:00 a. m.
1:30 to 5:30 p, m.
Phone 349 1
7:00 to 8:00 p. m. |
Mich,

Redford

INTERIOR TILE CO.
Tile Walls - Floors - Fireplaces
Bathroom Fixtures |
4911 Joy Road. . :
(Near Grand River)

! Bhones: i
Office, Gar. 2393; Res. Gar 4545M
Detroit, Michigan |
GEORGE FULFORD |
Lathing - Plastering Contracts

Stucco Work
_Phone 217 Redferd

Wells D. Butterfield
Emily H. Butterfield . .
Butterfield & Butterfield
ARCHITECTS H
2847 Grand River Avenue;
etroit :
Telephone Glendale 8891 ;
Postiac Studio:
Phone 3687 15 W. Lawrence St

THOS. ABMSTRONG

RUG AND CARPET CLEANING
3 and Se a square fool
‘Fasmisgion Bck,

n
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