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Kory Clarke and his band may be
‘part of a homecoming, but don't ex-
pect a parade. - L

The 1980 gradvate of Livonia
Benlley High School brings his
group Warrior Soul into The Palace
of Avburn Hllls Fridsy, Oct. 25,
opentng for Queensryche, -

A classle tale of the Jocal rebel
returned in the (riumph of a
conquerkng rock'n'roll god?

Not yet, but Clarke is geting

there,

*1 think I.would (feel some vindl-
catlon) If I could get some airplay
on an FM, AOR (album-oriented
rock) radio statlon or get a write-up
fn onc of the blg papers,” sald
Clarke, 29, sounding a bit dlsgusted
in a phone Interview, ] {eel some
vindicatlon in proving my critles
and those who pushed me atound in
high schoal wrong.”

Clarke Is bliter, kind of like suck-
ing a lemon after a shot of castor
oll.

His experiences in 1980s trall.
blazing outfits such as L-7 and Triat
were fraliless, running aground in
an area he belleves is inditferent Lo
Its musicians and artists, He also
sums the Detrolt area In general
terms of being racist, conservalive
and “grumpy.”* .

At this point, asking Clarke to
pull out his high school yearbock
seems as inappropriate as checking

Kory Clarke {second from left) and his band-

McClanahan will fill The Palace of Auburn Hilis
mates — Mark Evans, John Ricco and Pete with the sound of Warrior Soul Friday, Oct. 25,

an Islamic clerle for his copy of
“The Satanlc Verses.”

CLARKE'S accomplishments are
in the present. His band, Warrior
Soul, has Its second album out on
David Geffen Records, “"God, Drugs
and the New Republic,” a senic
blast of soclal commentary
wraught (hrough suburban petu-
lance and urban decay,

In thls visceral collage, Clarke
burns down the facades surround-
ing drugs, religion, poverly and
whatever else is on the evening
news

1 Clarke comes across a tad an-
tagonlstlc, one only need to look at
his past ta know why.

Trained as a drummer, Clarke
played in a cover band while in
school. Then rebellion set in. ‘He
formed an anarchic outfit, The Attl-
tudes, and began showing up at
Bentley High Schoo) with purple
and pink stripes{n his hair.

Punk had arrived and Clarke was
its sclf-appointed ambassador.

“Everybody was against me,”
Clarke sald. “I's been stated so
many limes, I was a punk, man,
Back then there were no punks.”

Clarke was ahead of his {ime. Dave
Feeny also went to Bentley and was
& “roadie” for The Attliudes. Feeny

was one of a group of 10 students,

spurred by Clarke, whe began to
adhere to the punk fashlon of
stralght-legged jeans and short
hair,

“HE WAS A freak,” Feeny sald
with a laugh, “In high school, he
was the king of punk.”

Musically, Clarke was also chart-
Ing a new course. In addition to
being an excellent drummer, Feeny
recalls a show with Trlal at The
Freestyle In the carly ‘80s.

Halfway through- one song,
Clarke 10ld people in the audlence
o quit dancing and the band fin-
ished with a loud, distorted gultar
fecdback-Induced frenzy. Few peo-
plc appreciated the message.

Fed up, Clarke sought creative
refuge, leaving ftor New York in
1985. After working as a bicycle
messenger and as a vee-jay, he
hooked up with Pete McClanahan
and guitarist John Ricco and start-
ed Warrior Soul.

“I couldn’t go any farther In De-
troit,” Clarke said. "I was in some
bands that were well-run and I had

‘You can’t really categorize us. It's the
outlook and the attitude.’

— Kory Clarke

done that, There's was nothing
going on.

“I don‘t know what Detroit cares
about really , . . it doesn't carc
about the arts, at least not musi-
ctans.”

Clarke eventually gave up drums
to concentrate on his vocals and
songwriting. Remarkably, Warrior
Soul was slgned by David Gelfen
Company after five gigs.

AFTER THEIR debut release,
"Last Decade Dead Century,” War-
rior Soul toured Europe with Metal
lica and garnered favorable re-
views in muslc pudlications Sound
and Kerrang.

The group’s musle has been de-
scribed as samething as metal for
the mind. But simply placing War-
rior Soul in the spandex-and-1cased-
hair crowd won't sufiice.

“You can't really categorize us,”
Clarke said. “it’s the outlock and

Those who know him belleve

the attitude . . . "

High school -allenatlon only
scrves as part of Clarke’s discon-
tent. He was also influenced by the
prescribed musleal rebellion of MC
5 and, to a lesser degree, Ted Nu-

* gent, Later, he became immersed

in the post-punk fury of Joy Divi-
sion and Public Image Ltd.

‘Things such as heroin wars and
the park movement in the late '70s
and even the riots In 1967 before
then had an impact on his world
view, Clarke said.

All of which makes the indiffer-
ence by the media in this area to
Warrior Soul’s muslc more impalat-
able to hlm.

“One of these days I'm going 1o
sock somebody,” he said.

Warrior Soul opens for Queen.
ruche 8 pan. Friday, Oct. 25, at
The Patace of Auburm Mils.
Tickets are $20. For informuo-
tion, call 377-0100.-

Coughlan finds niche
with Fatima Mansions

By Larcy O'Connor
staff writor

Sure Cathal Coughlan could find more {ulfilling ways
to vent his wrath, but they don't pack punching bags with
dynamite. | . .

To say th¢ Fatima Mansions® lead singer has a some-
what jaundiced outlook at Ilfe s to dismiss the water
near the Exxon Valdez oil spill as a bit' murky.

Coughlan’s angry, he's screeching and, best of all,
more cynical than a bagful of Tortes at a Jabor rally.

This translates inlo some seriously skewed, gushingly
fragmented and vertigo induced pieces of pop and rock
on Fatima Mansions’ “Viva Dead Ponies” (Radicactive/
MCA). Bouncy bits of dance synthesizers belie the dark-
ness that bebops inside of Coughlan's mind.

“A necklace of rubber, burning bright/a burning rub-
ber necklace for my angel’s delight,” begins Coughlan In
the most benevalent, sugary tone on the opening cut. Un-
expectedly, he goes into a caterwau) discourse on the
varjous possibilities of civit obedience with all the viry-
fency of Mount St. lelen.

The former member of Microdisney dismisses “An-
gel's Delight” as sumething of “a liwtle piece of light
entertainment™ In response to Britaln's poll tax and en-
suing police crackdown when people demonstrated.

“I figured that's one thing 1 could do they couldn’t
touch me for,” sald Coughtan, transplanted to London
trom Cork, Ireland, "I could make a record . . . Ina
comic book sort of way."

LIKE A MADMAN perched above in a confined view-
ing bax, Coughlan seemingly thumbs his nose at socicty
below through his music. But with the Insanity of poverty
and despair in cveryday life, maybe he's not so daft after
all.

He cquates Western' leaders such as former British
Prime Minister Margarct Thatcher with dead dictator
Nicotae Ceausescu In the fuzzy discord of “Blues for
Ceauscscu.” He mocks deity, casting Jesus among other
things as a London shopkeeper In the title-track “Viva-
Dead Ponies.”

These are things Microdisncy didn't allow for with is
mainstream musings. Coughlan formed Failma Man-

sions ~ named after a run-down housing project in north
Dublin — in 1988, joinlng with Hugh Bunker, Nick Bag-
nall, Nick Allum and Alndrias 0’Gruama.

1n a short while, the band has gained Instant notoriety,
releasing ““Against Nature™ In 1988 In the UK. Irish mu-
sic magazine Hot Press named Fatima Mansions “Band
of the Year” and Morrissey picked the band's LP as one
of his favoriic albums in a New Musleal Express poll.

Kudos aside, Coughlan has found hisniche. ____

S_ “There were & lot of things golng on in music in the

late "80s I was Interested in that weren't coming out at
all wilh what [ was dolng,” Coughlan said. *J came to
realize 1 was making records T wouldn't really want to
listen to myself and were completely unrelated to what |
was listening to at home."

OBVIOUSLY, Coughlan sought a harder edge to his
musie. “Viva Dead Ponies™ dellvers, featuring a rene-
gade mix of spewing punk gultar and sensuous techno
melodies. His hardness at life goes deeper.

Calhal Coughlsn, lead singer of Fatima Man-
sions, has been described as angry, screech-
ing and cynical which translates into some.se- .

rious pop and rack on the band"
Ponies” (Radioactive/MCA) album,

Coughlan grew up in Cork, Ireland, and banged around
as a mustcian. Disenchanted with the cliquish Dublin mu-
sic scene, he left for London in 1983.

Ireland, not exactly known for its abundance of glow-
ing optimists, only gets part of the credit for turning
Coughlan Into a sardonic songwriter.

1 think it bas more to do with my relocation in Brit.
atn, really,” said Coughlan, who once studied medicine in
college. 1 found it difficult the way things were running
in Ireland I just had to get the helt out of there.

“Since 1've got 1o Britain, I've watched the place de-
tetiorate into a world of bankruptcy and superstition in
much the same way Ireland did in the carly "80s.”

“Angel’s Delight™ Is only one acid-indigestion induced
number concerning this subject. The opening reference
to rubber necklesses might lead one to belleve it's a song
decrying the situation in South Africa.

“IN A WAY, it"s 1aking advantagc of the marginal po-
sitton of somcbody has in this country that says, ‘OK,
you're nobody." ‘OK, I'm nobody, I'm going 1o make sedi.
tious music. What you going to de about it? Nothing,
*s going 1o hear il because you've taken

“'Viva Dead

me off the radio.

Al this gloom and doom can get a guy down at times,
Coughlan agrees, but even a cynic's eynic can find a
daisy in a rompost pile once in awhile.

“Somelimes it's hard to get motivated to walk when
1hings have been rough for awhile,” he said. “But people
are buying the record and we're going to America.”

Fotima Mansions perfoerm Tuesdoy, Oct. 22, at
The Shelter, underncath St. Andrew's Hall, 431 F.
Congress, Detrot. For wnformation, call $61-MELT.
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Mouday, Oct. 2) — Y.ML will perform
at Rick’s Cale, 611 Church, Ann Arber,
For lnformation, call 996-2747.

® PARADIBE VALLEY JAZZ JAM

Mooday, Oct. 21 -~ Paradise Valley
Jazz Jam Sextlon will perform at Alvin's, =
5758 Cass, across from Wayne State Unl-
veralty, Detroit. For Information, call
£32-2355.

® FATIMA MANSIONS

Tacsday, Oct. 22 — Fatlma Mansions
will perform a1 the Shelter, under St. An-
drew's lall, 431 E. Congress, Detroit. For
Information, call #81-MELT,

© CHISEL BROTHERS

Tuesday, Oct. 22 — Chisel Brothers
will perform at Alvin's, 5756 Cass, across
from Wayne State Unlversily, Detroit.
For information, cal) §32-2385,

® VUDUHIPPIES

Wedaesday, Oct. 23 — Vudy Hippies
will perform at Hick's Cafe, 811 Church,
Ann Arbor. For tnformation, calt 996
FLA

® JIM GUBTAFSON JUMP CITY
REVUE

Wednesday, Oct, 23 — Jim Gustafson
Jump City Revue will perform at Advin’s,
5756 Cass, across frotn Wayne State Unl.
versity, Detroil. For Information, call
232.2385. .

® JONATHAN RICHMAN

Wedncaday, (¢l 23 ~ Jonathan Rich-
man will perform two shows, 7:30 and
§30 pm., at The Ark, €17 S Main, Aan
Arbor. Tickets are $11.50 in advance. For
1aformation, call 89-MUSIC.

® THEATTIC

Wednesday, Oct. 23 — The Attle witl
perfore al the Blind Plg, 208 5. Flrst,
Ann Arbor, For information, call $96-
8555,

® GWEN AND CHARLES BCALES

Thuesday through Suodsy, Oct. 24-27
a0d Oct. 31-Nov. 3 ~ Gwen and Charles
Scales will perform at Baker's Keyboard
Lounge, Livernois and Elght Mile, De-
troit. For information, call 8641200 or
2641201

® VIOLENT FEMMES

‘Thorsday, Oct. 24 = Violent Femnmes
will perform with guests, Goober and the
Peas, at the Michigan Theatre, 603 E.
Laberty, Ann Arboc, Reserved tickets are
$18.50 For information, call $9-MUSIC.

® BPOC EXPRESS BAND

Thursdsy, Oct. 24 — BPOC Ezpress
Band will perform at The Stonedouse
Blues Cafc, 19803 Ralston, between Sev-
en Mile and Eight Mile roads, Detroit.
For information, call 853.3255.

© TRINIDAD TRIPOL BTEEL BANO

Thuraday, Oct. 24 — Trinidad Tripoll
Steel Band will perform a1 Rick's Cafe,
611 Church, Ann Arbor. For Information,
call 996-2747.

& FLOWER

Thursday, Oct. 24 ~ Flower wil} per-
form at Alvia's, $756 Cass, across from
Wayne Stale Unlversity, Detrolt. For tn-
formation, call 832-2355,

gan Avenue,
- formatlon, call 846-1920.

@ JMMY LEY AND THE
Theraday, Oct, 26 — J and
y, 7=

the Funk Pumpers will
ly's, 4758 Greenfleld, betweea Jird Road
and Ml ‘Dearbeeg, For lo-

® CROSSED WIRE
Thursday, Oct. 26 — Crossed Wire will
perform at the Blind Pig, 308 S, First,
Ann Arbor. For iaformation, call $98-
8555, o
® VIOLENT FEMMES
Thuradsy, Oct. 24 — Violeol Femumes
will perform at the Michlgan Theatre,
603 E. Liberty, Ann Arbor. Reserved
scats are $18.80. For information, call $9-
MUSIC.

® THETOLL

Friday, Oct. 2§ — The Toll will per-
Jorm with guests, Born Naked, at Rick’s
Cale, 611 Church, Ann Arbor. For Infor-
mation, call $96-2747.

® GRANFALLOON

Fridsy, Oct. 25 — Granfalloon will
perform with guesis, Vudu Hipples, at
Liti's 21, 2930 Jacob, Hamtramek. For in-
formation, call 8756555,

@ DETROIT ENERGY ASYLUM

Friday, Oct. 25 — Detroll Energy
Asylum will perform at. Alvin's, 5758
Cauy, across from Wayoe State Universi.,
1y, Detrolt. For injormation, call B3z
2385,

® TRUST FUND .

Friday, Oct. 2§ — Trust Fund will per-
form wilh guests, Pop Star Rlddle, at
Finney's Pub, 3965 Woodward, Detroit.
For information, call 831-8070.

® PiT VIPERS

Friday, Oct. 25, and Saturday, Oct. 26
— it Vipers will perform Friday at The
Attic Bar, 11667 Jos. Campau, Ham-
tramck. For Informalion, call 365-4194.
The btand also performs Saturday at
Ted's Pub, 33 S. Main, Clawson. For in-
formation, call 435-4755.

@ JUDY MOWATY

Satarday, Oct. 26 = Judy Mowait wlll
pecform with Sly Dunbar and Robble
Shakespeare, at The Majestic Theatre,
4140 Woodward, Detroit. Doors open at #
pm. Tickets are §10. For information,
cal) B33-5700.

® THE HARNIBALS

Friday, Oct. 25 — The Hanaibals will
perform at the Blind Pig, 208 S. First,
Ana Arbor. For intormation, cal) 996-
0555,

® GRANFALLOON

Friday, Oct. 25 — Granfalloon will
perform at Lili's, 2830 Jacob, off Jos.
Campau, Hamtramck. For information,
call 375-8555.

@ JOHNRY WINTER

Friday, Oct. 25 — Johany Winter will
perform at St. Andrew's Hall, 431 E. Con.
gress, Detroit. Tickets ace $14.50 (o ad.
vance. For Information, call $61-MELT.

WHO ARE THESE PEOPLE?

ALABAMA
“June Jam"
Fort Payne, Alabama

REBA McENTIRE
Houston Rodeo

Listen to W4 COUNTRY at 106.7 FM for Back-to-Back Country Favorites
and complete contest details.

FRANK'S
[ RukSexr & crarrs |

Al (ianhl. Ry B

Harmony
House

Just a few of Today's Hottest Country Music Stars . . .
and during Country Music Month in October

W4 COUNTRY at 106.7 FM

isn't the only place they can be {ound.

Visit any of the Detroit-area Harmony House,
Frank's Nursery and Crafts, or Farmer Jack Supermarket locations
to discover their identities.
You could WIN one of these dream concert trips for two
in W4 COUNTRY's “Fabulous Four Flyaway" Contest:

RANDY TRAVIS
Bally's Casino & Resorn

GEORGE STRAIT
Las Vegas Hilton

Las Vegas

FARMER
JACK

o putchase s necessary Entry deadlne s Novembes 6. 1991
Tatrants must be 18 yeais of age o1 older




