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Cast, singing
first-rate in
‘Oaklahoma!’

Performances of the Avon
Players production of “Oaklaho-
ma!" continue through Nov. 1@ at
the playhouse on Tienken ut Ru-
nyon Road in Rochester Hills, For
ticket information call the bor
office at 375-1350.

Avon Players presents an energet-
jc cast of “territory . folks” in
Rodgers and Hammersteln's “Okla-
homa!" Direcior Debbie Schlutow
glves the homespun musical a tradi-
tional 1943 treatment, complete with
lighthearied Amcrican morals and
plenty of charm.

THE MAIN rcason for the show's
success Is its stars. Curly (the boy
who s suppased to gei the girl), is
played by Kim Monterosso with a
wonderful lilting voice. The classics,
“Oh, What A Beautlful Mornin® " and
*The Surrey With a Fringe On Top"
are resurrected with a mix of
warmth, and an rresistible devitish-
ness, .

Monique . Grotloh breezes through
*“Oklahoma!” as Laurey {the girl who
Is supposed to get the boy) with a
crystal clear voice that would melt
butter and is right on the mark. The
duet “People Will Say We're in
Love” lllustrates well the onstage
chemistry between the two leads, as
well as first-rate singing styles.

Sally
Dubats’

THE THRUST of “Oklahoma!” is
not whether the teeritory will be-
come part of the Union, but who will
take Laurcy 10 the box social. Judy
Privasky does a splendld job as feis-

“ty. salty Aunt Eller, who aliernately

helps or hinders {mostly helps) Lau-
rey's love-life. This is a well-devel-
oped character with quirks that
make her fun to watch, especially as
her face changes while dirty pictures
are shown to her through a kaleido-

scope.

Mark Stanger plays Jud Fry with
copviction and a peculiar intensily
which works 10 his faver. The terri-
ble moral fiber of Jud's character
(who Iries to gel the girl) is usual'y
painted singularly with pinup ple-
tures on the wall (Hammerstein's
idea). but Stranger interprets lines
with a ficrceness that implies mur-
der better than other productions.

Not only are Laurey, Jud and
Curly in a love triangle, but so too
are Adv Annie, Will and Al Hakim!
Will Parker is played by Kevin Ed-

wards with charisroa and dimples.
The cowboy is trying to save $50 to
marry Ado Annie, but has trouble
counting that high.

NATASHA MONCHAR re.creates
a cute Ado Annic who is mare appre-
ciated in the second act. Monchak
extends her character and has more
fun as Ado Anble in Act LI

Jim Canu puts forth a very like-
able Ali Hakim, a peddler who flur-

ries through the terrilory with faulty
goods and false inientions. Canu's
comic timing is almost faultless.

‘The chorus provides a nice visual
backdrop with pretty costumes and
movement. The ladies’ hairstyles,
however, are nol turn-ol-the-centu-
ry. but rather provide a fast-forward
'90s flair. The gentlemen should pro-
vide more volume.

Musical direclor Lee George pro-
vides a predictable exccution of “Ok-

lahoma!" as he plays it safely with

tempa. Festive songs such as 'Sur-
rey. “Kansas, City™ and the group
pumber “The Farmer and the Cow-

man” would fare wel) with an onigi-
nal flavor, a more up-beat tempo.
This risk would create a quicker

semse of word-play (or the more so-

phisticated audi

The Avon Players's presentation
of "Oklahoma™ closes with a rousing
and strong version of the tille song

ce of the ‘905

Monique Grol-
loh (left) and
Kim Montcross
inascene from
the Avon Play-
ers' production
of Oaklahoma.

which has made wta popular Ameri-
C for almnst 50

Salty Dubats of Southfivld 1s
an uetress, director und teach
who teaches at commumty the.
aters o the metropolitan area
She 1y artistie dwrector of West
End Productions headguarierad
in Snuthficid

Farmington Players present fine production of ‘Blithe Spir"it’

Performances of the Farming-
ton Players production of “Blithe
Spirit” continue through Nov. 9 at
the Farmington Players Barn,
32332 12 Mile Road in Farming-
ton Hills. For ticket information,
call 553-2955.

In the spring of 1941, Noel Cow-
ard, that most sophisticated and
multi-talented  of  British  play-
wrights, tocked himself in his study
for a mere five days and emerged
with a delightful gift of diversion for
England’s war-weary populace.
“Blithe Spirit™ opened that summer
in London and ran for years, earning
its place as one of the most popular
comedies in English tanguage the-
ater. -
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Now, in the fall of 1991, on its 50th
anniversary, “Blithe Spirit” recelves
its awn special gift in the form of a
fine production by Farmington Play-
ers. .

Coward a product of Britain's
ultra-sophisticated  super-cynical
post World War | elile, and his plays
<delight in poking fun at this blase cli-
que. “Blithe Spirit” is the story of
upper class novelist Charles Condi-
mine (Stephen Kiersey). In an at.
templ to gather information for a
book, he inviles Madame Arcati
(Emuly McSweeney), the local medi-
um, 1o conduet to seance in bis living
room.

Madame Arcati is not a very good
medium, but she does manage to
canjure up an ectoplasmic represens

tation of Charles® deceascd wife, El-
vira (Rebecca Shallner). Elvira’s un-
timely return from the dead meets
with stern resistance from Charles'
current wife, Ruth (Debbie Nym-
shack), and causes Charles nothing
but anguish.

Circumstances and attitudes then
combine to create a very funny and
decidedly  anti-romantic  comedy.
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\Yho was recently teatured on CBS &

. -a8 Hours,” along with numerous
) appearances on both Showtime and
A&E"

Chaplin's Comedy Club of Canton’

Located At The Canton Softball Center
46555 W. Michigan Ave. « (212 Miles West of 1-275)
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Unable o enjoy Elvira’s return,
Charles  frantically scarches for
ways to send her back. When Elvie
ra’s scheme to win Charles back
ends tragically, it merely ereated
another incopvenience for him to
deal with,

“Blithe Spirit” presenls dangerous
territory for an amatuer theater
group The play is long and the hu-

mor, though almost non-stop, is sub-
tle, drolt and drier than Charles’ bes
loved martnis. Fortunately, this is
not ordinary amateur theater cast
Kiersey 18 a comhination of frantic
vy and detached sophushication,
His lines pop out at machine gun
pace, but his diction is so polished
thist the audience misses little

Nymshack, as the good wife Ruth,
i & total professional, even manag-
Ing to overcome costumes and a Wig
which make her look lihe a 1950's
steom thony

As Elv Schatiner s practically
perfect. She impulalive. pouty
vixen who never quite leses her
charm

Ly McSweeney does a fine job

of supporting this stehar group s
Madame Arcati.

Durector Sharlan Douglas has dane
an outstanding job 1n setting a fust
and exciting pace 0 i show which
could easily stallin the hands of fess:
er talent.

A speenal technieal note of tnbute
goes to the costume and m.
erews who have ereated bre
g ghost in Elvira

Mark S Carley ts active in locas
cmmunty theater, hoth onstoue
and betund the seenes He tvog
merber of the Birmangnans Vi
tage Plapers and Ridgedale Plap-
ersm Trop

Tickets €1 sa'e now at Joe Lou s Box Oftice and at
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