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‘Hope’ reafflrms his mdependence

‘Writer/director John Sayles con-
tinues by cholce to work outside of

yw pp
this affords him the opportunity to
create unlque films from the heart,
even (I they lack certain production
values.

I's lurprhmg then that “City of
Hope," currently on screen at the
Maple Theatre ln Bloomfleld, has lit-
tie more bite than a better-than-ay-
erage television drama.

In the firat 10 minytes, we are in-
troduced to a dizzylng number of
residents from Hudson City, N.J., a
imlcrocosm of contemporary urban
ills.

Nick, played by Vincent Spane,
has a eushy construction Job kept se-
cure by his powerful contractor fa-
ther,  Dad (Tony LoBlanco), mean-
while, is belng pressured by friends
in the mayors offlce to have an
apartment bullding torched so that a
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up as a friend of Lhe working man.
He makes movies like Bruce
Springsteen writes songs, firmly in
touch with the blue collar pulse.

He presents his urban dwellers as
reallstically as possible, )it beneath
harsh strectlamps or crammed in

high-rise shopping center can be
bullt on the site.

The lves of several people In-
tertwine shortly before and after the
apartment bullding is set ablaze.

In another part of town, palice
brutallty against a palr of young
blacks results in the boys’ random
beating of a whlite college professor.

The boys contend that they were.

only defending themselves against
the man, who propasitioned them for
sex. The medla jumps on the story,
and now the victlm becomes the

accused.

SAYLES HAS written himself an-
other choice part as an arsonist who
{ronts a downtown garage. He was
once the best friend of Nick's
brother, even took the rap for him in
a drunk drlving accident. Now limp-
Ing with an artificial leg, he provides
the film’s most cynleal view of ram-
pant clty corruption.

The filmmaking Sayles has a dif-
{crent view indeed.

In “City of Hope," as tn hls carller

apartments and pa-
trol cars. He firmly roats you in'a
big clty that could be Detroit just as
easily as Hudson.

“City of Hope” is not a bad movle.
It's ambitious, complex, and yes
heartfelt. Most admlirably, it doesn’t
offer pal answers.

While friends sittiog next to me
wallowed in its bleakness and futili-
ty, I found the flim's last reel
brimming with hope, or at least
some form of Justice,

Any film hat can provoke conver-
sation more than 10 minutes after its
sereening Is well worth a took.

‘Metropolitan:’ Upperly crusty film

It occurred to me after watching
u\e vid:o of “Metropolltan” why thls
film wouldn’t find & wide audlence.
The  same reason Jane Austen
doesn't make the New York Times
Dest seller list. This is & tale of man-
ners and soclety. This 1s a film about
New York upper crust kids, a couple
of whom discuss Jane Austen desplte
one not having read her work.

Set in Manhaitan during a Christ-
mas vacation "not so long ago,"
“Metropolitan” focuses oo & small
group of these well dressed prepples
as they attend “deb” parties and re-
group at someone’s apartment to
spend the balance of the night talk-
ing, dancing or playing a few hands
of strip poker.

A new acqualntance of the group,
who opposes the formal attire of deb
parties on principle, Is rather polite:
ly shanghaled Into attending & party.:
He contlnues his protestations for
awhile but eventually becomes part
of the group.

1t becomes clear aiter awhlle that
the newcomer, played by Edward
Ciements, has acquired some of his
principles in response to his parents’
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divorce and hls move into a cramped
westslde apartment with hls mother,
He Jooks longingly at the fashionable
high-rise where his father and hls
new wife are living.

TAYLOR NICHOLS plays the
thoughtful, phitosophical member of
the little group talking Incessantly

palr, is running into more successful
contemporaries.

But he does disagreo about the
pre-destination argument. “'You
have to aceept that you are fot
doomed to fallure, you jusl do i1," he
says knowingly.

The rather bookish and boylsh
Carolyn Farina develops a crush on

about God or fears about
moblllty. Another major concern for
him Is his convictlon that preppics
like himsel{ and his friends are
doomed to failure in life.

There's a rather funny scenc in a
bar when Clements and Nichols
meet a middic-aged prepple, who
matter of factly describes himself as

a fallure. The worst part ahoul being -

In Manhattan, he tells the young

@

fm & ENTERTAINMENT

" A Get Away
That's Not Far Away

-

Ristorante
Piccirilli
Is Open Under

New Management

* New Menu
» Lunch-Dinner
*» Daily Specials

731-0H10

52830 Vatt Dyke
(SE Comu af van Dylc & 24 Miles
Shelby Te p

LAPEERINN |- |
R {

1

1

1

1

1

1 YOUR CHOICE OF ONE: |
1 Fri. & 8at. = Sun, Free
I
I
[}
I
1
1

Open 7 Day I)chk._»

the , who ly doesn’t
notice her adudng glances. Likewise
she doesn’t notice the attentions of
another young man.

Farina scems only slightly
surprised when, aiter a lively discus.
sion about Jane Austen’s work,
Clements cheerily confesses never
having read the book. "You don't
have {0 read a book to kave an opin-
lon about it,” he says.

THE FILM takes an easygolng
look at these characters, whose lives
consist of going to partles in formal
clothes, shoppling or fust hanging out.
Dircctor/wrller Whit Stilman
doesn'l present the group In a crill-
cal or harsh way, As several charac-
ters comment about each, they real-
ly are basically good people — just
not very bright or motivated or car-
Ing or deep. I could goon.

With the exceptlon of Clement, Nl-
chols and Farina, you don't get the
Idea these characters witt improve
with age. Youth and experience wlll
helgp these three develop thelr poten-
tial,

Other than Clements’ divorced
mother, parents aren’t scen In the
film and from the conversatlon don't
have a lot of contact with these
young adults.

The acting by most of the actors Is
good and you eventually get [nterest-
ed in and llke some of the charac-
ters, but there ls no strong draw. IU’s
just that there isn’t a lot most people
can Ildentify with in the film.
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SCREEN SCENE

DETROIT FILM THEATRE, De-
trolt Institute of Aris, 5200 Wood-
ward Ave,, Detroit, Call B32-2730 for
more information, ($5}

“Camp .de Thlaroye” (Scnegal/
Tunlsia — 1988), 7 p.m. Nov.'8. In
this African eplc, a band of Sene-
galese soldlers return from heroie
fighting alongside the French during
World War 1. From Qusmane Sem-
bene, sometlmes called the dean of
African clhema.

“Faces” (USA — 1968), 3 and 6
p.m. Nov. 10. Contlnuing a five-film
tribute 10 the late John Cassavetes,
this story of a marriage on the rocks
was a breakthrough for the maver-
ick dircctor, bath with the crities
and at the box office. John Marley
and Gena Rowlands star.

HENRY FORD CENTENNIAL
LIBRARY, 13671 Michlgan Ave,
Dearborn. Call 943-2330 for more in-
formatlon. (Frec)

“The Senator Was Indiscreet™

(USA — 1947), 7 p.m. Nov. 4. Politl-
cal satlre about an aging, ambltious
scnator  (Wllllam Powell) whose
valuable "diary” keeps party mem-
bers In line. With Ella Raines.

MAGIC BAG THEATRE CAFE,
22918 Woodward, Ferndale. Call
544-3030 for information. (§4}

“Brazll" (USA — 1985), 8 p.m.
Nov, §. Terry Gliliam ("The Fisher
King"} directed this occaslonally
brlllant, often exasperating scicnce
fiction eple about a young burcau-
crat in the future (Jonathan Pryce}
who tries to break free of tatalltarl-
an soclety. Robert DeNiro co-stars.

MAIN THEATRE, 118 N. Main,
Royal Oak. Call 542-018¢ for show
times. (36} .

“My Own Private Idaho" (USA —
1991). The latest from Gus van Sant,
the director of “Drugstore Cowboy.”
Here, Keanu Recves and River
Phoenix play a pair of street hus-
tlers who make their way from
Washington state to Idaho on thelr
way (o Rome, where they hope to
come (0 grips with their past. Slow-
paced and inventive, though It bogs
down when the director decides to
borrow {rom Shakespeare's “Henry
wr

MAPLE THEATRE, 4135 W.
Maple, Bloomficld. Call 855-9090 for
show times. ($5; $3.50 twilight).

“Homlcide” (USA — 1991). A mul-

Niall Byrne walks a thin line
between fantasy and reality
in the Irish import, “The Mira.
cle,” playing at the Star John

R Theatre
heights.

in Madison

ti-layered cop drama about an inner. -
city pollce officer whose long-sup-

pressed ethnic background lures him
lnto the darker side streets of Joyally
ang crime. Another collaboration be
tween wrlter/director Davld Mamet
and actor Joe Mantegna.

“City of Hope" (USA — 1991}
From independent director John
Sayles, a complex story about life in
a fictional New Jersey city. Vinceat
Spano plays a contractor's son who
trics to break free of the oppressive
power structure.

STAR JOHN R, 32289 John R {at
14 Mile Road), Madison Heights, Call
585-2070 for show tlmes. {$6; $3.50
before 8 p.m.).

“The Miracle” (Ireland — 1991).
When a beautiful blond American
(Beverly D'Angelo} arrlves In an
Irlsh seaside town, a tecnager’s fas.
cination with her grows into an ob.
session. This very personal film
from Nell Jordan (“Mona Lisa™)
walks a thin line between fantasy
and reallty. Just don't take its melo-
dramatic storyline too seriously,

— John Monaghan
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More Detroit suburban shoppers

Tlur SPRING Newspapers™
cireulation more than
dotbies the daily suburban
cireulation of cither The
Detoit News or Free Press.

I faet. SPRING s suburban
cirvulation is greater than the

two metro dailies’ combined.

And that™s nat all.

Acconling to the 199§
Behlen study, SPRING
teachies more of the affluent

~uhurbian shappers who e

non
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Shouliln't sou be ssdsetising in SPRENG nioee?

Tiv et all thee Gwts, eall your SPRING repnesentative,

i the network of 3O 1eireit sabacbies newspapens published by the Adams, Asacinted,
e grouges, Call (313) 953-2

Sitnply put, one onder in SPRING delivers tmore,

TheSI’RENG Newspapers

[:1(X

R R TR T R TR TR




