from Catholics and non-Catholics. A purposcly lelt them off. 1 did not want
family in Indianapolis financed the to portray the agony of Christ. I did
cross. Th ds of others ibuted" not want people (o leave the shrine
to what became know as the Cross in unhappy or sad. Rather, I wanted the
the Woods. vicwcrs to fecl a sense of uplifiing, a
Kateri, named affecti ly, ppil if you will,
"Lily of the Mohawks,” has been " "If you look at the face closcly,
designated for sainthood. A wood you will notice that it is not a pained
stamc of her T graces the grounds _ one”
Althoug,h it 1s not generally known
13-acre Shrine to his prayers oﬂ‘cmd Fredericks had Yo obtain special
* to God through the intercession of this permission of the Vatican to'do this, -
Indian, _ pertuaps his most important work,
Fredericks and his wife were on without the thoms or the wound in * . * ~
hand to assist :md watch the. scu!ptum © .- Jesus' side. )
goup.” “Oh, my yes, fora sculptor lhcm .
Several lhous:mds of others were could bc no greater inspiration than |
on hand for the dedication, August 16, -Clirist'in doing a piece like this. I was -
1959. The statue of Christ was placed . moved by Him as people are of (his’
‘on the cross appropristely on 8 Friday,  Crucifix .

The idea of a glant cross here in
the heart of Indizn Country needed

financial aid to become a reality. And -~

this came in the form of donations,

the crown of thoms and the side
wound arc missing, When asked about

itin 1988, the sculplor, Predericks,
sdll active at age 83, told me, "I

while the dedication took place three
days later on a Sunday., o
‘The Shrine today, mcludc an
door church. The retai wall,
pulpit, communion table and the altar
are ofdccp green gramte.

:.mld the trees have becn malod lo
allow visilors quiet meditation. And
inside the church building the largest
collection of religious dolls--some
life-size~cver assembled anywhere in
the United States is available for )
viewing, adjacent to a large gift shop.
But it is the cross and the statute

of Christ that predominates this place.

Fredericks, who has visited tbc
Cross in the Woods many.times since
its ercction more than 30 years ago, -
donated his four years of labor on the
sculpture. "[ couldn't...t wouldn't
charge for something like that, All
they paid was for the costs, not my
time," he told me.

Its value is incalculable. Simply
to have the statute cleaned costs in
exocess of $25,000. )

The sculptor did the plaster case
work in New York City, and it was
shipped to Norway to be cast in
bronze.

The sculpture is not Frederick's

Of that bronze figure, one

only ibution to the Shrine, He

Jownncy thnough Hell (Mich.) to the Wew Frontier

’3‘& NEW FRONTIER TRAILSIDE MALL
1IN GREGORY, MICHIGAN

_ understand, Only a California

41— Dec.7&8,14-& 15721 & 22—

10 STORES FEATURING

* Gift Shop
* Realty

& Barber Shop

® Rustic Ice Cream Parlor
* Satclite TV & Video's
¢ Full Service Garage

Come & See Our Outdoor Christmas
Display With Over 1% Miles Of

« Restaurant ¢ Bulk Foods
» Party Store & Gas Station

Lights Surrounding The Mall

NEW FRONTIER

TRAILSIDE MALL
P.O. Box 18, Gregory, Ml
{313) 498-2772 or 498-2771

| UPLIFTING EXPERIENCE— Parishoners and visttors heor @ homllv in front’of the

Cross in the Woods, one ofMichigan's best knewn and ‘most toved

monuments. o L .

" also concelved and designed the hill "I am delighted with the

on-which the cross stands, the - msul: very pfoud of th:s work in your
. stairway, atar and the redwood crgss. town.”

. *E still have the original dnwn'ngs bere *
in my stodio (in Royal Oak).”

Of the cross itself, be says, ‘!t is
solid wood, not hollow, you

No'more' more proud than is
- Indian River, which has become
synonymous with the Cross in the
Woods.

About the author: He and his wife,
“redwood tree was big enough 1o make Joan, own and publith the

it . Straitsland Resorter, a weekly in

The antists still remembers vividly Cheboygan County named in 1990

“the day "1 stood outstdc tbc church and “Michigan's Best" newspaper by the
viewed the Michigan Press Assoclation, They
moved. to Indian River in 1985 from
the Detrolt area where he had been a
Journallst for 25 years,

TAIN RIDES - BLISSFIELD.

. 2% Hour DINNER TRAIN, SAT. 7:00 PM
TRAINS DEPART 2 BLOCKS EAST OF DOWNTOWN BLISSFIELD

Onlya monumental work fcalunng
Christ would be appropriate in this
wooded sctting, 1 thought,

: SNOW TRAINS
.TSANTA TRAINS -

Turkey Traln Line Nov. 29 & 30
Snow Trains - Santa Trains

1%2 Hour Trips - 12, 2, 4 PM’

HEATED, AIR-CONDITIONED COACHES,
TAVERN CAR & DINER

* Charters! i /7 The + Engagements!

+ Bridal Showers! ’ oL | * Fund Raiserst

¢ Company Outings! 4 7" Birthday Parties!
« Engineer Fantasy Weekend! /Q"‘” / « Anniversariesi

ANDFANS @.Il:::ﬁ'—llah_)

(51 7) 265-3626

Adrlan, M1 4922
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GREAT LAKES GETAWAY
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