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Beechview mural honors
3 who taught long, well

By Casey Hans
statf wrltor

‘Where can you find a colorful bal-
loon, children of varied ethnic back-
grounds, and a bit of outer space and
the ocean — all in one place?

Just visit the lobby of Beechview
Elementary School, where artist
Dennts Orlowskl recently completed
an B-foot square mural, blending
ecology and multicultural themes
Into a colorful wall design.

1n a special cercmony last weck,
the mural was dedicated to Amy
Kieinschmit, Dorothy Harrington
and Marlan Johnson, three longlime
Farmington Public Schools teachers
who retired trom Beechview (n June.
Princlpal Wallace Prince announced
the dedicatlon plans at an assembly
last spring.

“He surprised us all, and we
thought it was qulte an honor,” John-
son sald.

Johnson worked in the district for
30 years teaching carly elementary
children, Kiclnschmit for 27 ycars
teachlng  kindergarien and fifth
grade and Harrington for 33 years as

i . SHARON LOMIEUX/plalt pholographer
Artiat Dennis Orlowski talke with rellred Beechvlew Elementary School lobby. The mu-

ral was dedicated to the three teachors, who
ratired in June.

The artist, Dennis Orlowski, is an art
teacher at Detroit’s Cooley High
School. He studied fresco painting in
Mexico City and now specializes in

mural art,

theme from last year and alt the
multicultural aspects of the school
could be blended together. Also, he

- sald, the project gave the lobby arca

a colacful highlight,

Students and staff saw slides of
the mural In progress, and classes
came to the lobby last week to viait
and discuss the Jatest ndditlon to the
school, which Is located north of 11
Mile between Orchard Lake and
Mtiddlebelt roads.

Orlowski, an art teacher at De-
troit's Cooley Iigh School, studied
fresco palnting in Mexico Cliy and
now specializes In mural art. The

hview project is “the brightest

an ¥ physlcal
teacher.

PRINCE SAID the schoo! decided
on a mural so the school’s ecology

one I've ever done,” he sald.
Orlowskl has done a number of

major projects, including the Mador.

na which could be seen behind Pope

John Paul during his visit te Detroit,
and the wall mural in Mexican VIl
lage. He also did a mural fn the
Wood Creek Elementary media cen-
ter in 1985 which,was dedlcated to
three members of the Gupta family
who were killed in a 1985 Air-India
plane crash

Orlowski took about one month to
design and complete the Beechvlew
mural project.

He started with a sketch —*which
was approved by Prince and a school
committee — then drew the mural
out lifesize, sketched the figures onto
the wall, and palnted them making
corrections as he went.

"You can't rush somcthing llke
this," he sald. “If you rush It, you
cheapen iU

LOUIS FERAUD SET
SPRING/SUMMER
COLLECTION
sHOW

Collection Sportswear
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
BRY Wednesday, November 13

: Livonia
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Thursday, November 14
Birmingham

Exercise your options
separnites trave! with ease where
you want to go. Elegant,
crisp shapes with spirit,
in seasonless fabrics Black with
white, shots of bright graphic
color. It adds up to versalile

sophistication.

Jacobson's

NOW OPEN SUNDAYS

We welcome facobions Charge, MasterCant® and VISAY
Shop unt! 9 pm oa Thunday and Friday. Until 6 p . 0a Moaday, Tursday, Wednerday and Saturday.
Shop Sundsy Noon tn 3 p .
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