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Good says assisted suicide referendum “unlikely’

By Pal Murphy As far gs (he Hemlock Society 1s  Jegal and theological experts — to  (hrough a representative, would Ironlcally those deaths — and falsely say that if the ballot proposal
statf wrlter concerned, the climate In Michigan study the issue as a step toward make a strong against as- 's role — may have were approved In Washington, Dr.
is too volatile for careful delibera- adopting state pollcy. sisted sulclde, worked against a measure in the Kevorklan would immediately move

1t's unlikely Michigan will have a  tlon or objectlve analysisof aballot  Tye Hemlock Society, and like- “I'd want ali views don atate of that would have there and begin assisting sulcides.

referendum on assisted sulcide, ac-

cording to the head of the Michigan |

chapter of the Hemiuck Society.

The climate fostered by Dr. Jack
Kevorkian — and his Involvement In
the assisted sulcides of three women
— 13 simply too emotlonat for objec-
tive assessment, said Janet Good, a
Farmington HIlls resldent who s
president of Michlgan Hemlock.

The Hemlock Society docsn’t dic-
tate what issues Michlgan voters
may or may not decide at the polls.

But the concerns of the death with
dignity organization would likely be
a factor Il — as urged by Kevorklan
— advocates of legalizing assisted
suiclde begtn clrculating petitlons to
put the lasue on the ballot, possibly
in 1992,

refercndum, sald Good. -

She'd rather see her organlzation
— whose ranks have swollen to
about 900, including about 200 In
Oakland County — work for thought-
ful and meanlngful actlon by the
state Legislature.

SPECIFICALLY, GOOD wanis
the Hemlock Soclety, and its allivs,
to suppart two Jegislatlve proposals
and oppose another, Her society fa-
vors proposals introduced by State
Sen. David M. Honlgman, R-West
Bloomfield, and State Rep. Thomas
G. Power, R-Traverse Clty.

The Intro-

minded people, should oppose the
blll Introduced by State Sen. Fred
Dillingham, R-Fowlerville. That
would make assisted suicide a felo-
ny, with a four-year prison sentence
for those conviet

Dillingham's bill is belng delayed
in committee In the House, some-
thing Good applauds. “We support
all efforts to keep that proposal
locked up In commlttee,” she sald.

When, as she expects, the panel of
cxperts Is appolnted to conslder the
state policy on assisted suiclde, Good
sald she would llke to see Qakland
prosecutor Richard Thompson, an

by
duced in the Senate, and Power, pro-
posed in the House, calt for a blue
ribbon panel — Including. medical,

Adoption service presents panel

Lutheran Adoption Service will
present a program next week at the
Holiday Inn at 1-696 and the Lodge
Freeway, Southfleld.

Adoptive pareats,  birthparents
and adoptees ‘wifl talk about what
they experienced when  adopted
youngsters searched out their birth-
parcats, or blr scarched

anxiety and satlsfaction encountered
in the process. The panet will conslst
of 2 mother who put her ehlld up for
adoption, an adoptee and an adop-
tive parent,

The program begins with a soctal
gatherlng at 6:30 p.m. Monday, fol-
Jowed by the program 7-9 pm.

out the youngsters they gave up.
They will discuss the confuslon,

is §3 per person and $5
per family. Additional Information
can be obtained at 968-1700,
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critlc of assisted sulclde,
onit.

THEY DIFFER dramaticaily
about assisted sulclde, sald Good.
But Thompson, personally or

that panel,” sald Good. "You can not
formulate good public policy without
them.”

As far as o referendum on assisted
sulclde, “Not in Michigan,” Good
sald. The national Hemlock Socléty
would like Lo see refercndums on as-
slsted sulclde in Californla next year
and possibly In Florida and Oregon
by 1994, But not in Mlchigan.

Kevorkian, a rellred pathelogist
from Royal Oak, called for a state-
wlide ballot issue on assisted suiclde
late last month, about a wecek after
the Oct. 23 deaths of two of his pa-

tlents.

Sherry ‘Miller, 43, of Rosevllle,
and Marjoric Wantz, 58, of Sodus
near Benton Harbor, died In the
presence of Kevorkian In a scenie,
but isolated cabin in the Bald Moun-
taln Recreation area in Oakland
County.

WESTLAND MARBLE

36222 Glonwood * Westland « Phane 721-0520

o

_ " \COMPLETE KITCHEN and BATH REMODELING
+ BEAUTIFUL TIFFANY MARBLE «

+ KAchen countet 10}

+ Custom marble vandy tops. any sue
+ Special buft nose vandy 10p3
» Granets and Onyr counter (0%

73
«Dne p.ace marble flocrs up 10§ by 11%°

WE WILL INSTALL IT or YOU CAN INSTALL IT YOURSELF
FREE INSTRUCTIONS and ADVICE

~ Masble tubs and enclosures
+ AD typs window wils

+ Marble wall paneing

« Jatuzas whiriposl tuds

= Many coiors to choose trom

ust walt

o
Sl
oo

legalized assisted sulcide, according
to the head of the Hemlock chapter
in Washington.

That referendum, the so-called In-
itlatlve 119 -~ was on the ballot in
‘Washlngton Nov. 5 and lost by nearly
100,000 votes out of 1.3 million cast.

“I THINK THE defeat of Inita-
Uve 119 was direcily linked Lo the
actlons of Dr. Kevorkian,” said the
Rev. Iph M. Mero, a Unitarlan
minister and president of the Hem-

“They ignored the fact that Inltia-
tve 11% eliminated the necessity for
Dr. Kevorkian," Mero said. “Regular
physicians would have been able to
help terminally ill patients.”

Mero sald be belleves Kevorkian,
rightly or wrongly, Is assoclated
wlith someone who "flouts the law"
rather than working within its leglti-
mate constralnts.

in Mlchigan, the Hem!lock Society
has no direct link with Kevorkian, -

lock Soclety of State.
“Two weecks before the electlon,
polls shawed that $7 percent of the
voters favored Initiative 119. On
clection day, only 47 percent voted
forit.”

Mero said be heard opponents
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sald pl Janet Good, although '
they both favor legalizing assisted
suicide. R

“I know hitn personally and I re- *
spect his abilitles and his compas-
sion,” said Good. “But we're worklng -
independently.”
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Sala ends November 20, 1891.




