House rebukes Engler try to cut

By Tim Richard On Tuesda
y, Dolan and two out-
statf writes state olned elght Dem-
group of 1 ocnu in ﬂ:e Hause Conservation

Is aimln; to overturn Gov. John En-
gler's plan to reorganize the Selence
Advisory Council, »el up under the
new state “polluters juy"” law,

“The Sclence Advisory Board had
been gettlng strong bipartisan sup-
port,” sald Rep. Jan Dolan, R- Farm-
ington Hills.

"“That’s why the bilt passed,” satd
Dolan, who in 1990 was part of sey-
e1al days of intense negotiations that
saved the bill after it was defeated
once.
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disap-
prmrln; Englcl 's

“The governor can transfer pow-

ien, not confer powers,” legislative

alde Gary Gulliver told the House
paml
C says

Four Republicans abstalned. With
11-0 support, the disapproval resolu-
tion goes to the House floor, perhaps
as early as today.

LAWMAKERS objected that En-
gler wasn't just reorganizing the scl-
ence panel; he was conferring new
powers — Lhe power 1o cunsider
“cost effectivencss” before ordering
chesneal cleanups.
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"Um govu‘nor may make changes ln

the organization of the exccuiive .

branch or In Lhe assignmnent of
functions among Its unlts which he
considers necessary for effcctive ad-
miistration.”

That sectlon glves the Legislature
60 days lo dlsapprove the change.
Unless disapproved, the cxecutive
order takes effect. Engler 1ssued the
order Nov. 8.

The resolution disapproving the
Seience Advisory Board was Intro-
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duced by commitlee chair Tom Al-
ley, D-West Branch, and had several

Rep p. Shirley Johnson of Royal Oak.

Amaong local Democratic co-spon-
sors were Democrats Justine Barns
of Westland, Maxine ‘Berman of
Southfield and James Kosteva of
Canton.

THE CONSERVATION Commit-
tee this week was due to consider
dlsapproving another element of En-
gler’s Department of Natural m~
sources reorganization plan.

it would - abolish the Water Re-
sources Cotamlssion, the Alr Pollu-
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science panel |

tlon Control Ccmml.ulon, \be Haz-
ardous Waste Site Review boards
and the advisory board for the Clean
Michigan Fund.

Roland Harmes, DNR dlrector,
said the changes would centralize
decision making In DNR staff and
policy making in the Natural Re-
sources Commisslon.

“It will empower people In the
front line to make decislons. For ex-
ample, a forester has been In an area
15 years. Consumers Power wants to
put In a line. Now it Lakes 60 days (to
make a decislon). The forcster can
do it, and take care of the paper
work, [n a week.”

REP, MARY Brows, D-Kalama- ;. ‘7
200, objected that the boards Engler - =
wants to abollsh all give the genen!
public a chance for inpat.

The resolution disapproving uux
change, authored by Alley, containis *1
only Democratle 3] es. If It's

assed by the House, it could run ™
into trouble Lnthe ‘GOP-controlled
Senate.

Harmes said that In lmplnmenun
reorganization, be would seek “‘bal-
ance - protecting natural resources *
and providing recreatlon, balance in
economle development and eaviron-
menta) protection.”
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