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There’s a cornucopia of gift baskets

By Susan fnubor-ﬂyko
spocial writor

TISKET, a tasket, a green and
yellow hasket.”
‘That’s hew the old
children's song goes, IF it were
written today, how could a sonpwriter
decide what type of busket to write
abent?

A bread troy basket, wine hin basket,
newapaper holder basket, hamper
basket, dog hed biasket. The plethara of
baskets svailahle makes it a nightmare
for woulil-he lyricists.

Shappers who seail gift haskets,
hawever, welvome the variely, The
abundunce of sizes and shupes thean
they'll casily find the perfect gifi,
That's important, espeeinlly during the
huliduy seasan, the busiest time of the
year for busket sales.

“We normnally self about 50 baskets
aweek, We sell ubout 5,000 baskets

" during the holiday scasen,” sail
Carolyn Russa of Jo's Produce in
Livonia, '

Amaong the suburlan stores offering
gift baskets are Joe's Produce in
Livonia, Bosco's Wine, Liquor and Gift
Baskets in Farmington Hills, Binno's
in Bloamfield Hills and deftos
Dedicavies in Redforl.

AT JOE'S Praduce, people who
can't decide whether they want o Bower
basket oF 1 fruit basket can order
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At Bosco's Wine. Liquor and Gilt Baskets in Farmingtan Hills, gt bas

hprice lrom £9.95 to $995.

cambination basket. Joe's s twa
stares aeross o purking ot from cach
other: the produce store at 3152 W,
Seven Mile, the flower shop at 33018
W, Seven Mile, Mary Ann Maiorana is
in churge of the produce store. Her
Tsband, Joseph, owas buth stores,
Russo manages the flower shop.

“If etstomers want to arder o hasket -
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by teleplione, they shiould call me at
the lower shop,” Rueso said. “If they
want to stop iy and seleet one of the
baskels we minke fresh every day, they
should go to the praduce shap.”

Baskets at Joe's range from $20 10

) A $20 hasket includes alut 18
~ of fruit in seasan, candy npd

The Michigan Guild of Artists and
Artisans, proud sponsors of the
Ann Arbor Summer Art Fair,

present
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nuts pluced in a wickes basket with a
Jandle. .

“The $200 basket is o heavy, I can
barely lift i, Rasso said. "1t's g
Jumper Glled with fruits in scason and
cevery nice foaf item we carry,

THE NEWEST offering for gilt
biskets it Joe's Prduce is gourmet
faed: itnported sausages, Germun
hiscuits and cookies, Enropenn and
ali s, i virriety of cheeses,
~tore alao affers spe-cialty items:
nemade syrup, cheeses shaped
istias trees and Santa Claus,
sprecially dlecorated tin containees,
Daskets shaped like sleighs,

“IMwe don’t hive what sou want ina
Dasket, we'll custatn make it for you,™
Russasaid, “We'se haul people bring in
wilrs, such as pieces of jewelry, that
we've inchuded in their gift buskets.”

The store delivers haskets
throughout metrapolitan Detroit.

Dan Bosco, who vwns Bosco's Wine,
Ligquor and Gift Baskets at 27843
Grehard Luke Road, ealls baskets o
“preat go anywhere gift,” whether it’s
- or for n thank-you or n
thinking-af-vou, -

"We send vur buskets anywhere in
the world. Last yenr, we even sent notne
ta Saudi Arabia during Operation
Desert Storm.™ E
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