Library machine
helps visually
impaired read

By Joanne Mallszewski
stalt writar

Imagine being read to by Perfect
Paul, Frail Frank or Uppity Ursula.

1f you're visually impalred you'll
have a chance to be read te by any of
these three volees plus slx others,
such as Whispering Wendy, Rough
Rita or Kit, the Kid. \

The volces aren't real people.
They are synthellc voices on a
Kurzwell Reading Machine that es-
sentlally eliminates the middle man
— someone to recard on to braille or
to type in large print for visually im-
paired pecple.

The Farminglan Community Li-
brary now has a Kurweil imachine of
its own available for anyonc who is
visually knpaired.

“The Kurzwell Reading Machine
brings even greater

Library Association Conference. At
that time, his machine was the size
of a large Xerox machine and the
synlhetic volee was a monotone. The
price tug was $42,000.

"Everyone who saw the demons
siration felt it was magic,” Papal
added .

The Kurzwell Is sort of like a
Xerox machine but no where near kts
size. Today the machine Is small
enough to fit under an airplane seat.

The machine takes a copy of the
printed materials. And it's not Jimit-
ed to books or magazines. Visually
tmpaired people can bring In thelr
bllls or correspondence or anything
else they want read.
meone who reads braille, for
example. They don’t have any inde.
pendence 1o read something ke
their mail, documents or personal or

because it ‘can Immediately read
aloud any works typewritten or
1ypeset,”
ecly Papal.

Through a federal Library Ser-
vices and Constructlon Act grant,
administered by the Library of
Michigan, the Farmington Commu-
nily Library bought ene of the ma-
chines for about $10,000.

“That cost is less than a new car,
For the. visvally impalred person,
1he Kurzweil can bring the sense of
independence that a car represents,”
Pupal sald.

PAPAl FIRST met Raymond
Kurzwell — the machine's inventor
— in the mid-1970s at an American

said library director Bev- -

" Papaj sald.

" Instead of providing a visual out-
put. the Kurzweil digitlzes sounds
inta fts computer memory. And It
also adds intonation, so it's not
monotone,” she added.

‘The machine has twe major com-
ponents. The electronlics unit houses
the circultry and software needed
for converting scanned text nte spo-
kun words.

The sccond component is the
scanaer, which is an optical device
that takes a plcture of the page you
want to read. The pleture is convert-
ed into electronic data and s further
prucessed and converted Into speech.

VISUALLY IMPAIRED users will
listen to a tape about how ta operate
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Tina Theeke, manunar of the Farminglon Hills branch of the

he new

ary,
Kurzwcll ﬂeading Mechine lor visually impalred patrons. The

the nachine, including choosing a
voree in which they want their mate-
rials read. Headphones also will be
bought 1o provide the user some pri-
vacy, Papu sald

“Thls is information accessibilly
on the spot. That's why we're in busi-
ness,” Papai added.

Yes. The Kurzweil can be consid-
ered expensive. “Rut someone can
come in here, cxamine 3¢, and test it
in terms of thelr lifestyle.”

Tne machine also dovetails inte
the new Americans with Disabilities
Act, which expects a)l people who
are handicapped to have equat op-
portunities, Papai said,

The Kurzweil also is beneficial for
people who are physically handi-
cappued as well as those with reading
disabilsties, Papai said.

The wachine alsu complements
the Qukland County Library for the

Blind and Handicapped whose ser-”

viees are offered at the Farmington
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machine allows people with visual impairments to have any ma-
lerlulu they wish read to them by a choice of synthesized volc- a
ea. .
also can be provided for busimssu-'
who hire peaple with handicaps.

Comnunity Library.
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