Moblllzmg to fight retail famine

. JUST. AS THANKSGIVING con-
ures up familles gathered 'round ta-
es laden with turkey and trimm-

ings, the day after Thanksglving In-

yokes Lhe image of steres crowded
with shoppers.

Traditionally, the busiest shopplng
day of the year and harbinger of the
kind of hollday retall season to
come, retallers throughout our sub-
urbs are praying thelr cash registers
witl ring loud and long even in these
loush tmes,

But they aren't limlting thelr ac-
tions to prayer. Malls and down-
towns throughout our suburbs are
trying new promotions to lure
shoppers, Knowlng that many people
will spend less on glits this year,
they are desperate to get them to
spend whatever that Is In their mall
or downtown.

. Downtowns, such as Birmingham,

Plymouth, Rochester and Farming.

ton, have somewhat a tougher road

than malls under a single ownershlp
where cooperatlon for jolnt advertls.

Ing and promotlons can be controlled

through lease agreements,

Downtown merchants have tended
to be more Independent. But hard
fimes dictate standing together — or
addlng to the lists of the retall home-
less who must sell out or move their

0 less

quar-

N OWHERE IS THIS more cbvlous
than in Blrmingham, where knowl-
edge Is widespread that some mer-
chants almply can’t survive a holl-
day scason as awful as last year’s.

As The Somerset Collection In
Troy rises to a sccond story and the
long-heralded arvival of Neiman
Marcus takes concrete shape, vari-
ous Birmingham merchant groups
are coming together — both for the
hellday season and longer-term.

® Two months ago, many Bir-
mingham merchants and in particu-
far Jacobson's, at last cast aside
their “Never on Sunday" attitude,
responding to the obvious needs of
the majority of people who work five
days a week,

# A month ago, Jacobson's count-
ered the valet parking at Somerset
with valet parking ol (s own. The
store will evaluate Its draw In mld-
January, but It seems clear that It
needs to make It a permanent part of
its operatlon.

& Two weeks ago, 10 Birming-
ham bar and restaurant owners an-
nounced a “Restavrants of Birming-
ham" dining card featuring 2-for-1
meal speeials designed to rev up
business and to draw people down-
town. The card costs $55, Ls good for

Judith Doner
Berne

11 meals, and also includes discounts
on room packages at the Townsend
Hotel, group room rentals at The
Community House and ilckets to the
Blirmingham Theatre. -

# Dec. 5th the art communlty —
at least the gallerles north of Maple
— will put on a holiday art walk to
herald the first In a series of special
cvents planned for the “First Thurs-
day" of every month. Gallery hours
will be extended on every First
Thursday to 8:30 p.m.

# Dec. 13, mirroring the success-
ful On the Town ecach July, many
Birmingham stores wlll stage spe-
clal sales and remaln open unill mld-
night.

IT'S ESPECIALLY IMPORTANT
that the art community — which dls-
tinguishes Birmingham from all
other downtewns and shopplng malls
— has pltched in to play a part in its

own and the city's retail survival.

But they deserve even more cred-
it On this first “Flrst Thursday,” the
galleries will lend thelr support to
arca non-profit groups, who wlil be
given the opportunily to dlsplay
thelr gift wares, the profits of which
are now even morc nceded. And
shoppers looking for unusual gifts
will find items from such institutlons
as the DIA, DSO, Pewabic Pottery,
Cranbrook Museura and- the Blr-
mingham/Bloomfield” Art Associa-
tlon right b
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Sanger was
areal VIP

Ta the editor:

This is the 251h anniversary of the
death of Margaret Sanger In 1968,
She ls such an important flgure in
the history of women's rights and so-
cial reform that we have to take a
moment to remember her.

. Birmlngham now has upwards of
30 art galleries ~ more than any
clty between Chicage and New York.
In the past, It has been hard to get
some of the more Independent-mind-
cd galleries to be communily-mind-

Pcrhnps the Influx of new galler-
les with owners who are Intcrested
In opening wp the art scene to more
than the regular collector wlli. help
change some altitudes,

Tt's clear that all retallers —
whether In downtawns or malls —
can only gain through cooperation.
As, of course, does the bottom line —
their customers.

Judith Doner Berne is assistant
managing cditor for the Oakland
County editions of the Observer &
Eccentric.

Turkey protest is strictly for the birds

THERE'S A couple down in North
Carolina — In fact, there are dozens
of people across the country — who
are going to be serving turkeys on
Thanksglving day.

“So what?” yau may ask. “So am
I. And what do you mean dozens?
There are millions of people who are
going to be cating turkey.”

Obvlously, you weren't paying at-
tentlon. 1 didn't say “eating” turkey.
I'said “serving™ turkeys.

These turkeys will be the'guests of
Stewart_and Terrl David of Ashe-
ville. They'll share ihe couple's
Thanksgiving dlnner  of stuffed
squash, sweet patatoes, dinner rolls
and pumpkin pie,

They're among 21 turkeys “res-
cucd” by a group of people in the
Chapel Hill area. “Some people,” onc
of the rescuers told The Charlotte
Observer, “arc into saving them
rather than serving them.”

The adopt-a-turkey project is
sponsored by Farm Sanctuary of
New York to call attention to farm
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practices the group disapproves of,
such as debeaking chicks 50 they
won't peck each other, ralsing birds
In houses that hold thousands and us-
Ing chemicals and antlbloties that
the sanctuary people claim may
threaten human health.

NOW I'M NOT what one of my
right-wing colleagues refers to as an
an!mal hugger {although we do have
a dog and two cats that I have been
known to hug on occaslon). I find
people who are cruel to animals to
be abhorrent, but in the greater
scheme of things they are not as evil
as those who are cruct to children or
other human beings.

I'm not a hunter, but If a hunter
friend offered me a venison roast,
I'd accept it, cook It and eat it.

1 have no problem with medical
researchers using rats in experi-
ments o try to find a cure for can-
cer, but I'm not sure about auto com-
panies using antmals to test the effi-
cacy of thelr crash safety
equipment.

1 guess what it comes down to s
that T am not a great one for "caus-
es” I like to look at specific situa-
tlons before I make a judgment. And
my judgments In different sltuations
may scem to some people to be con-
tradictory. They're not, of course!
But that's another story.

As far as the turkey rescuers are
concerned, I think these folks could
find better things to do with thelr
time and thelr turkeys.

I'M NOT REALLY a farm boy,
but when T was a child my father
used to ralse chickens and I've seen
what crueity is when the little
critters peck each other to death. Is

debeaking them to keep that from
happenling any more cruel than let-
ting them have at each other? I don't
think so.

‘Thousands of turkeys In a single
(large) coop? Have the rescuers ever
visited a ghetto In New York?

Chemicals and antibiotles? Sure,
part of the reason they arc used is to
produce more and fatter birds for
the market, but they are alse used to
prevent diseasc — something to
which chickens and turkeys are par-
tlcularly susceptible.

And who knows how the birds are
going to react to those servings of
dinner rolls and pumpkin ple? I'm
sure they'd be more sallsfied {and
better off} with a handful of corn.

1t the turkey “rescuers” were hu-
manitarlans (instead of turkeyari-
ans}, they'd “rescuc” the birds and
give them to some poor families, so
they could have a better meal on
‘Thanksgiving than beans and rice or
whatever they can find in the dump-
ster behind the local restaurant.

Sanger was born in 1879
In Comlng, N.Y., 8lx of 11 children of
the Higgins fumily She felt that her
mother’s death at 49 was duc to the
physical toll of ali these pregnancies
and the stress of caring for so many
children.

As a visiting nurse and midwlife,
Sanger wltnessed first band the
hardships endured by women who
were denled informatlon about blrth
control. The death of one of her cll-
cnts from a self-induced abortion
spurred Sanger to focus her efforts
on the cause of reproductive rights
for the rest of her life.

Sanger In 1936 won a court case
which reversed the Infamous Com-
stock law that prohibited the print-
ing and mailing of materials on con-
traception. She was the founder of
the birth~contro} movement In the
United States by opening the first
clinle to give birth control advice in
New York Clty in October 1916,

1n 1921 Sanger and her supporiers
formed the American Birth Control

. d and held. Jubilation Ls unwarrant-

od Hh&le the world Is tn warring tur-
mol}. ...

We might not agree with every
pronouncement made by Sanger, but
there is no denying that she has had |
a more profound Impact than many.
of the famous names 5o touted in his-.,
tory books. In commemorating her |
achlevements, we should strive to
push forward her gains in reproduc-
tive rights.

The American Association of Unl- .
versity Women has supported repro-
ductive freedom for a long time. I'm ;.
proud to be a part of thelr effort. -~

. Perrin,
resident,
l’lrmh‘lon AAUW |

DNR victim? s
of power grab

To the editor:

The latest Engler powur grab Is
nearly complete.. He meaas to shut
out public input about our environ-
ment, and make the DNR into the |
puppet of his office and hls chosen |
buddles. But there Is onc more step . .
where our elected rcpmenu\lva N
stlll have a say. K

Our state senators and representa- »
tives need Lo hear that we do want ,
strong public boards o review per- |
mits and licenses for siling hazard.
ous waste facilities and bullding sol- )
id waste incinerators and allowing |

League which became
Planned Parenthood. She cvnllnunlly
raised money for her clinics to cover
the cost of serving the poor.

THROUGH HER with

into our rivers. !
They need to hear that we will huld il
them responsible if they fall to re- !
ject this giveaway of public Input in ¢
favor of backroom power-broking. - "

Qur heed 10 hear that |

the medical and scleatific world, she
promoted research In birth control
methods. Sanger was Instrumental in
the commercial producilon of the
birth control pill, developed by hJo!o-
gist Gregory Pincus in 1952,

Birth control is so much part ul
our lives today that It Is hard for us
to grasp the Importance of the
changes brought about by Margaret
Sanger. But we should not be com-
placent.

In her own prophetic words: “Tam
ofien asked, 'Aren't you happy now
that the struggle is over?' But I can-
not agree that It is. Through many
disputed barricades have. been
leaped, you can never sit back,
smugly content, belleving that victo-
ry is forever yours, there ls always
the threat of lts being snatched from
you. All {reedom must be safeguard-

we object to these wholesale execu- |
tive changes to cnvironmental: laws, +
planned secretly without public la- |
put or debate. Engler even intends to |
sct up his own hand-plcked back-
room board of “scientlsts” who can :
hold sceret meetings about permit |
denials or apprevals and then advise 1
the DNR what to do.

As a final blow, the governor Is- ;
sued his orders on Nov. 8 S0 the 60 ¢
calendar days for legislative rejec- H
tlon would end on Jan. 7, while the |
Legislature leaves for the bolldays !
on Dee. 6! Such timing shows that »
Elnglcr really means to sllence the |
voice of the people and do away with |
our right to particlpate In envlmn-'

mental decisions.
Allce Tomboutian, :
East Michigan Enviroumeatal Ac- ¢
tion Councl |

l{cn Schwallier Orchards
Coopersville, Michigan

Michigan Gift Packed Apples

Anywhere in Continental USA

CALL: 1-800-424-4839

“Send a Taste of
Michigan"
Fresh! Crisp! Red!
DELIVERED PRICES!

One Dozen $11.59
Peck (v bu) $17.95

ELECTRICAL

CONSTRUCTION

Give Your Home
a Present
for the Holidays!

Elegant fixtures in a varicty of brass and
glass combinations—colors and styles

for all decors and, as always, Fredrick
Ramond quality craftsmanship.

10% orr

Our Already Discounted

Fvenday Low'Pn‘oes

INC

37400 W 7 MILE ROAD
LIVONIA, M1 48152 ¢ 1310} 464 2211
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MOM . TUES . WLD . SAT # 30300
THURS . FR( 330000

PRICES GOOD THRU
1215-91
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