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Cheboygan
routed 34-7
by Harrison

By Dan O'Meara
slalt writor

Roy Granger could casily have
been the legendary Red Grange as
far as the Cheboygan defense was
concerned Saturday night in the
Sllverdome.

‘The Farminglon Hills Harrison
tallback was the Galloplng Ghost,
presenting the Chlefs with an elu-
sive, phantom figure whom they
could never catch.

Granger left hls mark on the high
school foothdll playolfs, rushing for
a state-finals record 295 yards and
leading the Hawks ta a 34-7 rout of
Cheboygan In the Class BB champl-
onshlp game.

The viclory netted Harrlson its
third state title in four years and its
fitth overall. Only Detroit St. Martin
DePorres has won more champlon-
ships (7) slnce the playoffs began in
1975,

"This is what we worked for since
Day One of our freshman year,” sen-
Leon

ranger, H_awks' soar to 5th state title
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Roy Granger Sr, cheers for his son and the Hawks. On his left
is Millard Coleman Sr., father of former Harrison great Ml

Coleman.
punts for 355 yards in total offense

for sald,

“We started the new year saying we
were not golng to lose anything.”

“WE WANTED to win the first
and last {games) in the Dome and ev-
erylhing in between,” senlor line-
backer Mike Pescl sald. “There
wasn’t any pressure on us to win, It
was just a desire.”

The Hawks, ranked No. 1 In Michl-
gan and No. 13 in the country, fin-
ished with a 13.0 record for the third
time In four years, also. The Chiefs
ended 10-3,

“They definltely ecarned thelr
ranking all year long, and I see why
they deserved a national ranking,”
Cheboygan coach Jack Coon said.

Granger, who carried the bai 21
times and scored on runs of 50 and
73 yards, finished hls senlor season

° with 2,025 yards and 38 touchdowns,

which included 31 rushing. He also
caught one pass and reterned four

His rushing record broke that set
by former Forest Hills Northern and
Unlversity of Michigan player Kerry
Smith, who had 278 yards on 27 at-
tempts agalnst Bad Axe in the Class
€ final of 1978,

“1 have to give a Jot of credit to
the guys up front," Granger said, re-
jerring to senior linemen Fred
Klotzer, Frank Ankawl, John Spisz,
Jason Gloetzner and Mike Story.

“THEY WERE throwing a lot of
great blocks, and (upback} Pesel al-
ways lakes oul the linebacker on the
blast play. Every tcam knew we
were golng to the left on the blast,
and the line still blew them out.”

Granger sei the record with a 41-
yard_dash to the Chebaygan B-yard
line late in the third quarter, setting
up Harrison's Jast TD aiter which
1he Hawks led 34-0.

Pesci scared twice on a pair of 1+

yard runs, and senfor quarierback
Andy Fitzpatrick passed 45 yards to
senior tight end Greg Piscoplnk for
the other TD.

“Coach (John Herrington) sald:
“You have to get 24 yards, so go out
and get it on this play,’” because
Herrington was ready to send in the
second-team offense, Granger said.
"I was kind of nervous, so f ran until
1 got pushed out {of bounds}.”

Granger went to the sideline in the
first guarter with a twisted ankle,
but he “‘had to suck It up because it
was the biggest game of my carcer”
and returned ta have that big game.

He showed the Cheboygan defense
what he could do right away, and
Harrison conscquently wasted no
time getting a lead on the Chlefs. Af-
ter senjor Duante Anderson returned
the opening kickoff te midfield,
Granger dashed 50 yards off right
tackle for a TD and a 6-0 lead.
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'91 champions noted for their toughness

By Dan O’'Mes
and Brad Emons
stalf wrllers

As has been his polley, Joha Herr-
Inglon. wouldn’t compare the many
great football teams he has coached
at Farmingten Hills Harrison after
the Hawks won thelr flfth state
champlonshlp Saturday night.

But the 1991 team wlll leave its
awn legacy at Harrison and wil be
remembered as one of the finest in
the 17-year histary of the hlgh school

* football playoifs.

*The thing that separates this
team is its toughness and Its mean-
ness,” Herrington said. “This s the
most physical team I've coached.

“Some may say they were not al-
ways pericct gentlemen, and some
may say 1 have a few more gray
hairs because of their cocklness. But
they love each other and they always
stuck together.”

While the latest team might have
Included more “Irec spirits” than
previous oncs, the players were no
less commlited Lo the game and to
continuing the school’s winnlng trad-
ltion ~— an attitude that will remain
after they leave Harrlson, according
to Herrington.

“These guys love football” he
said. "They'll come back to the Tur-
key Bowl we have cvery year {fot
alumnl players), and they'll go oul
there and kill cach other.

"“They worked very hard and were
a challenge to coach. In some ways,
they were free spirited, but they
were one of the best even though its
hard to compare with other teams.”

Considering all but a few Harrison
games resulted In routs, the pracilee
sesslons might have been more com-
petitive, But the family theme never
falled, according (o Mike Pescl, a
senjor tri-captain with Jason
Gloetzner and Greg Plscoplok.

“We had our share of skirmishes,
and It got even more tense when we
were fighting for the playoffs,” he

- said. "We had some very competi-
tive practices, guys fighting for posi-
Uons all year long.

“But we never look it Into the
locker room. We were always (o-
gether whether it was playlng pool
at the Gloetmers' house or wherev-
er, We were a very together team off

the {leld.”

e Harrison, which celebrated its
Hirst state title by winnlng a fifth on
the 16th anniversary of that inittal
triumph, has preduced so many qual-
Ity teams a popular topic for discus-
slon is the question of which Is best?

The word thls year, though not
from any of the Harrison coaches,
was ihe ‘91 team might be the all-
time greatest. But that would dimin-
Ish a tradition that was built over
many years by many teams, accord-
Ing to Herrington, and current play-
ersagree.

“We might be but no one will ever
know,” Pesci sald. “No one really
cares, We got our state champion-
ship and that’s all that matters.

“We're our own (cam and we don't
want to be compared. We don't try lo
compare ourselves to {the 1988 and
‘89 champlonship teams led by quar-
terback ML Coleman). We're as
good as our record shows. I know
this is the best team I've ever played
on”

“All state champions are good
teams," Herrington said. “All of
them do different things and play
different people. But this was the
most physical team, I'll say that.”*

® Harrison's 34-7 defeat of Che-
boygan in the Class BB final was a
much diffcrent outcome than the
last time the Hawks were In a cham-
pionship game.

In the 1989 final, Harrlson had to
tally with time running down 1o beat
DeWlit 28-27. The Hawks led 280
midway In the third quarter Satur-
day and had clinched the win well
before time expired.

“Except we didn't keep them In
their seats ke we did the last time,”
Herrington sald, "We got the third
{TD) and 1 felt we had won. [ was
upsct we didn’t get It in the first
hall”

A fake field goal from 35 yards
wlth 2% minutes left in the second
quarter resulted in an Incomplete
pass. Harrlson led 14-0 at halftime,

o Herringlon use to Jokingly say
he would leave coaching when Cole-
man was donc playing following the
*89 season. ’

He was asked if he would miss
tailback Roy Granger as much as
Coleman after Granger rushed for a
state-finals record 295 yards Satur-
day.

Coach John Herrington, sssistant coach John Witkowski (left)
and players Andy Fitzpatrick {center), Dan Hight (22) and Greg
Piscoplnk {4) can unwind and enjoy the remainder of the cham-

The Hawks will lose 22 seniors,
many of them two-way players. The
regulars also Include Andy Fitzpa.
trick, Jason and Mike Gloetzner,
Piscoplnk, Pescl, Fred Klotzer, Du-
ante Anderscn, Matt Gordon, Frank
Ankawi, Mike Story, Dan Hight, John
Spisz, Jefterson and Rip Wolff.

“I'm going to miss all these guys
because all of them are physical,
hard-nosed players,” Herrington
said. “But #'s a great way to go out,
so you don't miss them as much
when they've accomplished all they
can In their high school careecs.”

® Herrlngton was  concerned
about Cheboygan throwing the ball

because the Hawks had made such a
big commitment to stopping its
wing-T offensc. But the Chicfs at-
tempted only six passes, and quac.
terback Tom Tryban completed
three for 30 yards.

® Granger dashed $Q yards on the
first play from scrimmage to score &
touchdown and give Harrison a quick
lead from which Cheboygan never
recovered.

"1 bad a vision it would work,”
Herrington  said. “You just feel
samething is going to go. I wasn't
surprised that it did. We [felt all
along we would be able to move the
ball.
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pionship game with the Howks safely ahead. Harrison won 34-7

over Cheboygan,

® Granger, who had beer accused
of show-boating during the season,
was a elass act in the Silverdotne
press room after the game. Sitting
aext 1o Tryban, he initiated a con-
versation, congratulating Tryban on
leading bis team to the firal and
talking about the game.

The post-game session ended with
Granger, Pescl and Jefferson stand-
ing with Cheboygan's Scarbrough,
Tryban, linebacker Steve Konicki
and Coon to have their picture taken
it was a good disptay of sportsman-
ship.

® Chehoygan scored ils only
touckdown with 0.46 remaining, and

Harnson had been substituting but
still had a handful of regulars on the
firld when fullback Shannon Scar-
brough barely broke the plane from
a yard out.

The Iarrison defense gave up only
three TDs in the first three quarters
all season, and one followed a fum-
ble recovery at the llarrisen 11-yard
line in the semifinal game with
Tecumseh

"We look a lot of pride in that last
drive,” Cheboygan coach Jack Coon
said. "They bhad Jot of thosc good kids
1n there. We wanted to score against
Lheir best. We didn’t want to score
agamst their second team.”




