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You get what you pay for in 1988 Bordeaux vintage

In practical terms, Bordeaux is a
generic expression for the wines
from the geographical arcas known
as the Medoc, Graves, St..Emillon
and Pomerol. The Bordeaux reglon
has 60,000 inhabltants, many of
whom work the nearly 183,000 vine-
yard acres producing Appellation
Controles (ADC) wines,

1f they are not vineyard workers,

. Bordeaux residents live or work In
* oncof the 7,000 chaieaux, or produce

wine in one of the 60 cooperatives.
Many others work for one of the 300

. wine negoclants (shippers) located In

the region.

ANNUALLY, ABOUT 500 million
bottles of wine are produced ln Bor-
deaux. A stock capacity equivalent

+1o 1,7 billlon bottles Is avallable.
Slightty more than 75 pereent Is red
wine and slightly less than 25 per-
cent Is white wine. All totaled, the
region accounts for % of the exporls

of French ADC wines, but only three
percent of this production is clazsi-
_fled Grands Crus — the most talked
about wines in the world. .

Recently, Jim Lutfy of Cloverleaf
Market, Michigan's largest wine re-
tailer, conducted a tasting of 35 Bor-
deaux wines from the 1988 vintage
principaily. After tasting through all
the wines, the foflowlng ls our as-
sessment.

With respect to quality, you get
what you pay for in the 1988 vintage,
Modestly priced wines (below $15)
from lesser-known chateaux have
pleasing, but average flavors. Two
of the most flavorful examples are
Chateau Canon de Brem and Cha-
teau Hortevie. Both have a solld
frult imnpresslon on the palate and in
the finish.

A STEP up to the $20 to $25 range,
reveals wines with a bigger, fuller
p and cellaring p tal

new products

® ICE CREAM

Ashby's Sterllng  Premlum Ice
Cream, formerly only available
through ice cream parlors and res-
taurants, is now avallable in ¥% gal-
lon cartons through icc cream par-
lors and retail stores, There are 10
flavors, Including Mackinaw Island
Fudge, Peach Cobbler and Turtel
Sundac.

It Ls available locally at Quarton
Market In Blrmingham, Market Bas-
ket in Franklin and Sav Mor In West-
land. Contalning 14 percent butter-
fat, Ashby's Sterling Premium Iee
Cream Is very creamy.

For the holldays, serve Ashby's
French Vanilla lee cream alongside
baked apple pic. Top with whipped
cream and sprinkle with clanamon,
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WINES SELECTIONS
OF THE WEEK

A preview of wines from the
1989 Bordcaux vintage revealed
the follewlng values.

To avid wine ddn):exs. red wines
with

percent semlilon with charm and
personality. 1t's a good value for
holiday entertalning as an aperiilt
wine or an accompaniment to fish
courses,

1989 Chatesu Pltray (37.50)
shows the fruit opulence of a
warmer-th: zge growlng sca-

The best wine in this category Is the
1988 Chatcau Phelan Segur. One of
the largest in the Medoc region, this
property as It Is known today, was
cstablished In the early 191h century
by Frank Phelan, who came from
Ircland to seftle permanently in
Saint-Estephe. - .

Today, Thlerry Gardinler Is an
owner of Chateau Phelan Segur.
"The 1988 Phelan Segur ks a classlc
Saint-Estephe wine with ample fruit
and tannins,” Gardinier remarked.
"It wlll start to drink well In 1994
nnzli has a 15-20 year cellaring poten-
tial.”

We found the wine generous with
well-balanced fruit, soft tannlas and
4 lengthy altertaste. It is a blend of
classlc Bordeaux varictals: 80 per-
cent cabernet sauvignon, 30 percent
merlot and 10 -percent cabernct
franc.

The 1988 Chatcau Bahans Haut
Brion ($23) also competed well with
higher-priced offerings. Nathanicl
Johnston, owner of one of the oldest
negociant houses in Bordeaux, exclu-
sively represents this property. In
the 1870s, Thomas Jetferson bought
some of hls wines through Lhls nego-
ciant flrm. "Bahans Haut Brion, the
second label for the renowned Cha-
teau Haut Brion, has the special ca-
bernet sauvignon taste always ate
tributed to Haut Brion,” Johnson
maintains.

IN THE upper price brackets and
the betler-known chateaux, the fol-
lowling are stellar examples: Latour
{$58), Cos D'Estourncl ($37), Flgeac
{$39), Leoville Las Cases ($47) and
Palmer {$50).

An'outstanding Sauternes bottling
must be mentioned. The 1987 Cha-
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Go don't sveat it Pick up
OIET PLI* tablets today.
You'll be glad you did.
FIGHT FAT and WIN!

Quick, Natural Weight Loss

» Marvin Windows
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453-1660

( Village Doors

. Elegant Styling
And Uncompromised Quality
In Prominm Ok Doors and
Sparkling Beveled Glass Inserts

+ Onk, Steel & Fiberglass Doors

* Peachtree Windows & Doors
» Fine Quality Tiffany Lamps

Plymouth, M1 18170

teau Ray Lafon ($60.50) is ulti-

mate opulence. Thls property la ad-
Jjacent o the prestiglous Chatcau

are
The 1989 Doarthe Numero ! Blatc
($9.50) is a wklite Bordeaux blend of
70 percent sauvignon blane and 30

son in Bordeaux. It's fruit packed
and gencrous for current drinking
at a value price,

Yquem. "Each vine p only
one glass of our wine,” explains
Lafon owner Jean-Plerre Mesller.
“The vincyard s sclectively picked
four to six tlmes cach vintage to in-
sure the best fruit. If you produce
three or four glasses per vine, it's
not the same guality.”

In case you missed Jast week's
“Bulletin Board,” we're repeating
that you have the opportunlly to per-
sonally assess 40 Bordeaux wines
from the 1989 vintage with wine
critlc Robert Parker at The

Rattlesnake Club, Saturday, Decem-
ber 7. The § p.m. tasting ls $70/per-
son. The lasting followed by dinner
which includes a vertical of Chateay
Palmer wines Ls $137. Reservatlons:
567-4843 secured by check only.
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SEBASTIANI
White Grenache

or
White Zinfandel
5599 1.5 liter
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