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Mercy gets free pass t'o Class A semis

But Pilots dispute
‘MHSAA decision

By Dan O'Mears
staff writer

Farmington Hllls Mercy coach
Larry Baker attended a quarterfinal
game in the girls basketball tourna-
ment Wednesday night as he had
planned to do.

But Baker -thought he would be
coaching and not scouting,

He had expected to make & short
trip to Southileld High School, where
his Marllns would play, not drive to
Macomb County to see !wo other
teams,

Mercy was to have {aced No. 1-
ranked Detrolt Murray-Wright, but
Baker’s plans changed Tuesday
when the Michlgan High Schoo} Ath-
Ietle Associatlon removed the Pilots
from the Class A state tournament
for using Ineligible players. -

Thus, the Marlins got an automat-
ic bye to the semifinals Friday. Mer-
ey s scheduled to play Saglnaw at 8-
pm. in the Battle Creek Central
Fieldhouse. The final will be 2 pm.
Saturday at Kellogg Arena, also in
Battle Creek,

“WE HAD NO acllve part In the
whole proceeding of (his eligibllity
matter,” Baker said Tuesday night.
"We were just bystanders and, for
the Jast 24 hours, {rustrated and anx-
ipus bystanders, We were keyed up
and ready to play our biggest game
of the scason Wednesday night.”

« The MHSAA disquallfied Murray-
Wright, the state runner-up last
year, after it was learned Eugenla
Warren and Latricla Gunnells were
wot on the eligibility voster submit-
ted to the district tournament mana-
ger. Those rosters cannot be amend-
ed once the tournament starts.

- But there was a new development

Wedncsdny when Murray-Wright
recelved a court restraining order in
an attempt to re-enter the tourna-
ment, The Pilots showed up Wednes-
day night in an empty Southfield
gym, claimlng Mercy should forfeit
since it didn't appear for the quar-
terfinal. The MHSAA had aid there
would be no game.

‘There was to be a hearing today
between the Murray-Wright peopte
and MHSAA offlclals to settle the Is-
sue and determine what course the
tournament will take,

Warren, a transfer from Flint, had
not played unul the regional while
the Public School League studied the
clreumstances of her transfer. She
scored 10 palnts In Murray-Wright's
69-88 win over Livonia Franklin and
35 agalnst Dearborn Fordson (n the
regional flnal,

“In’retrospect, I'm much sorrier
for the klds at Fordson and Franklin,
being put out of the tournament with
no recourse,” Baker sald. “It seems
horribly unfafr that my candidate
for Mlss Basketball, Dawn Warner
(o! Franklln), was elimlnated under
those circumstances.”

WARNER SCORED a carecr-high
47 polnts in the Muruy‘WrIght
game,

Instead of coachlng nu team In a
quarterflnal game for Lhe first time
since 1986, Baker went to scout the
Detroit King-Rochestep Adams at
Utica Ford Hi;

He had plnnncd to be In Grand
Raplds for the Saginaw-Alpena quar-
terfinal gamie, but there was no need
to drive thal far after Alpena forfelt-
ed the game because It dida't have
cnough players.

Ploasa turn to Page 4

atale semifinals Friday,

Farmington’s new coach
relies on veteran quintet

SHARGN LeMIEUX/statt photogtapher

Brlan Atilerbaugh (left) ls one of the returning players at Farm-

By Dsn O'M
slatt writer

The experience of flve senlors
gives {lrst-year coach Denny Mikel
cause for optimlsm and a core
around which to bulld hls Farming-
ton basketball team. .

Mikel previously coached the jun-
for varsity team at North Farming-
ton and replaces Bob Kaump, who
was released after coaching the Fat-
cons for {ive years,

Farmington was 2-19 last scason
and Mikel, who naturally hopes to
turn that around, said he is pleased
by the team's progress. The Falcons
begln thelr season Tuesday at home
against Waterford Kettering.

“Qbviously, everythlng we're
doing 18 new,” he sald, “It's been
slow coming around because there's
a fot of teaching involved, but I fee
good about where we're at right now.

“I have nothlng to measure it

against because I've never had an- -

other varsity team, but I'm comfort-
able with what we've done so far.”

Ploasas turn to Page 4

State champion Hawks
relish repeated success

By Dan O'Mears
stalt writor

- The high school footbsll season of-
{icially cnded Saturday but not for
Farmington Hllls Harrlson coach
John Herrington.
- He and wife Fran met with the
parents one more time Monday night
to watch film — as they did every
week during the season — of the
Hawks' 34-7 victory over Cheboygan
in the Class BB champlonship game.
. On Tuesday night, Herrington was
¢h his way to Clare for a Football
Coaches Assoclation meeting, still
enjoying the afterglow of Harrison
winning its fifth state title In 10
cars,
‘ “It leaves you with a real good
Ieeling, and I'm very proud of what
(hedlhi: aceomplished,” Herrington
2l

The Hawks have come & long way
since 1970 when the school opened

" i

football

and Herrlngton left North Farming-
ton where he had been the JV coach
(o take charge of the Harrison var-
sity.

HERRINGTON IS 188-43-1 In 22
seasons, including a 28-8 record In
the playolfs, but never envisloned
that kind of extended success when
he staried, later to be jolned by long-
time asslstants Bob Sutter and Bob
Sallow.

“I thought we would Be success-
ful,” Herrington sald, citing a 3&-
game winnlng streak with the North
JV, “but we started here on such
rocky roads.

The urly 708 was a tough Ume to

coach because of socletal atiltudes
and the fact s0 many players were
allowed to stay at their old schools
(Farmington or North), Herrington
sald. In those days, the Hawks prac-
ticed and played thelr games at
Beechview Swim Club.

“It was a tough year, but we were
4-4-1 against varsity leams,”" Herr-
ington sald,

Harrison had its first unbcaten
regular season In 1976, qualltied for
the playoffs when only four tcams
did In cach class and reached the
state [lna), losing 36-27 to Midland
Dow in the {irst Ctass A champion-
ship game played in the Sllverdome.

When he left the Held that day,
Herrington didn't think he would be
back, believing It was a once-ln-a-
lifetime opportunity to coach a team
in the Dome.

Pleaso turn to Pago 5

BHARON LeMIEU/atatt phomw-ah-
Kathleen Berrigan of Mercy {right) goes where the eppunml Isn’t with |hll behind- lh-—b-ck pass. The Marlins will play in the
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