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Vikes thump RU cagers

O&E Thursday, Decomber 12, 1891

By 8teve Kowalsk]
.staft wriler

The junior vuult:'y game between Walled Lake Cen-
tral and Redford Unlon went into overtime Tuesday
night, pushing the vanlty 1uru.ng time back about 60
mioul

As far as RU fans were concerned, it wasn't wonh
the wait,

Central, looking llke It was already Iz mid-season
form, walloped host RU, 94-49, in.a non-league boys
basketball season opener. The Vikings won last ycar’s
meeting by oaly flve points but on Tuesday wasted no
time proving RU dldn't belong on the same court.

‘The Vikinga led 22-8 after one quarter and outscored
the Panthers, 20-4, near the end of the half for a com-
manding 49-17 halftime lead. The final score was im-
presslve and 50 was Central's balance.

Four Vikings scored In double figures and four more
scored at least slx points. And to think, with only two
senlors among Central’s playing group, the best fa yel
to come for veteran coach Steve Emert.

‘The top eight scorers Tuesday were juniors.

“THIS IS A great bunch of young men,” Emert sald,
"{'ve been watching them since they were in the fourth
grade, when flve of them started to play together, The
rest of them have been melting together with them and
they belleve in each other,

“I tell them the key is right here (pelnting to his
brains). ‘Don’t let egos siep in the way and keep your
unity.’ That's why I like our two senlor captalns (Sicve
Rabout and Tom Donahue). The kids are fun to be
around and all work hard. You should sce our practlees
. = they’re all-out wars.”

One might imaglne so, when you consider Central
has-about 10-players of equal talent. Junlor guard
. Adam McCarthy came olf the bench to score a game-
hlgh 15 polnts, includlng three !<poln(en. for the Vik-

Junlor guard Mike Gluski scored lz polnts, while jun-
fors Erle Leafl and Ron Thompson contributed 1t
aplece. Justin Cherfoll scored nine, Chris McFarlane
eight and Christian Emert and Gnry Coe contributed
seven and slx, respectlvely for the Vikings, -

"year, had trouble getting shots and finished with 14

. won that onc as well, 55-53.

‘The Vikings, who made 10 uuve-polnt fleld goals,
shot 47 percent from the field (37-79).

"'We're playing a lot different style than last year
when we were more balf-court oriented,” Leaf sald.
‘“This year we're more up-tempo and that spreads the
points more."

THE VIKINGS scored several fast break points,
most coming after RU turnovers. The Panthers fum-
bled the ball away 24 times In the first half and for the
game auffercd 42 turnovers.

RU had only one capable ballhandler, senior guard
BIll Matecki, Icaving coach Tip Smathers searching for
help. Smathers probably dldn't know how much he'd
mlss last year's polnt guard, Steve Zimbalatti, who
graduated.

“We missed Steve (Zimbalatti) because of his qulck-
ness and ballhandling, but it was our passlng that was
Just goofed up,” Smathers sald. “They played such
good, nggressive, hands up-and-out defense, and when
we had the ball (after 2 pass) it wasn't safe because
they were still coming after it.

"1 didn’t expect scoring was going to be a problem
and I don’t think 1t will be, but before ynu €an score you
have to get the ball to where you can score.

MALECKI, WHO averaged 18 polats per game last

points, 10 coming after halftime. Malecki made his
flrst two shots In the first quarter but went scoreless in
the second quarter and was a respectable 6-12 for the

game.

Mike Ernst scared cight and Brian Thels seven for
the Panthers, who managed to outrebound Central, 41-
36, That's a decelving statistic, however, alnce (he
Panthers missed 35 many shots from around tbe patnt
and got the rebound — only to miss again,

Jason Gagnon led RU with 10 rebounds.

- "Maleckl — we knew ho was a good shooter — we
Jjust dldn’t want him to feel comfortable,” Emert said.
“If you look at us we're not a big team so we can't
afford to let teams set up In a half-court game,”

As far the other thriller — the JV game — Central
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Mercy playéd Cinderella
in Class A hoop tourney

By Dan O'Mesra

stall wriler

When coach Larry Baker thinks

back on the 1991 girls basketball
season, he wlil recall the persever-
ance and resiliency of hls Farming-
ton Hills Mercy team,
* Despite finishing the regular sea-
son 12-8, the Marlins rebounded In
the post-scason tournament and got
all the way to the Class A flnal Sat-
urday  before losing to defending
champ Detrolt Martln Luther King
52-36.

“What I'm really beaming about is
the fact we went out 6f the league
tournament extremely down," Baker
sald, “but we managed to regroup
and praved to be Ilm classic Cln-
derella team.

“It was a terriflc tournament run
by zn underdog. From a coach’s per-
spective, that was tremendous fun. It
has glven us something to rellsh and
take with us for a long, tong time.”

Merey (18-9) made its sixth ap-
pearance In the state final, but it had
been nine years since the Marlins
were last there. Mercy made four

. consecutive (rlps to the finals in

1974-77 and again In 1982, winnlng
state titles in 1977 and '82.

"1 WAS ABLE to appreclate it far
more than [n earller ycars when we
went there with great talent,” Baker
sajd, adding he had never been to the
Final Four with a team that had
clght losses.

“That's a real tribute to the 91
Marllns, They kept belleving and
coming back, and they got their act
together at the perfect time."

Before the semiflnal game Friday
agoinst Saglnaw, Baker reflected on
the success In earlier years when he
saw longtime friends and coachlng

girls .
basketball

veterans Ron Mott (Okemos) and
Mike Munro (Manlstee).

“They told me to ‘Win this one for
us old guys,'" Baker sald. “There
was a nucleus of guys who hung ln
there with the sport through lts

growth years, and I felt I was repre-
untln; the coaches who kept their
programs golng and worked hard to
remaln competitlve.”

The Marlins will remember this
year's tournament because of the un-
usual circumstances of the final
week, also.

Merey toppled rival Blrmingham
Marian In the regional final and was
to have played -Detrolt Murray-
Wrlght In a quarterilnal game, but
the Pilots were removed from the
tournament alter twa players were
1ot off the eligibility aheet.

THE ISSUE WAS tied up in court

for most of the week while a group

of Murray-Wright parents sought to
have the team re-instated. A- decl-
slon to uphold the team's expulsion
was [inally reached late Friday af-
ternoon, about an hour before the
start of the first semlfinal game.

“No coach fn the history of either
glrls or boys basketball had to deal
with anything like that because the
events were unprecedented,” Baker
sald, "We went from a thrilling re-
glonal championship to not lnowlng
who or when we would play.”

Mercy got a bye to the semifinals
and upset No. 2-ranked Saglnaw, 47-

halftime deflcit by bitting 14 of 31

shots in the second half, including
cight of 10 in the fourth quarter, T4
Lady Trojans and star guard Erinn
Reed were only 1-0f-18 in the l.hlnl
period.

“Winnlng the semiflnal pmb
cleansed us of that uncertainty ang
allowed us to play the final game
with the confidence of knowlng we
belonged there," Baker sald, nddmg
It was only the second time Mercy
had beaten Saglnaw since the teams
began playlng In 1985.

*Surely, Erinn Reed is as highly
regarded a basketball player as
there is around, and that added (g
the legltimacy equation, also,”

The Marllns will lose four senjoi
starters, Including All-Catholie play-
ers Laure Mattia (center) and
Kathleen Berrigan (polnt guard).
Mary Blenlewicz (forward) and Na.
talie Cichonsk! {guard) wlll need m
be replaced next year, too.

Six-foot freshman post player Ju-
lle Angell, who had a lot to do with
Merey's success In the tournament,
witl return along with junlors Valire
Jones, Marshelle Brooks, Katie Hels
fernan, Dana Wade -and Rebecea
Calice. All are fowards except for'
Jones, a guard who played superbly
agalnst Saginaw. Sophomores Zen-
dre Simmons, Nadine Cichonskl,
Maggle Cilnton and Katle Knnny
alse return,

“While we graduate the nucleus n:
this team, the tervific tournament
run can't- help but Instlll in the
younger players a bellef In them-
selves that wlll be hard to shake,”
Baker said. “They've seen & team
make tremendous growth and turn
what seemed a very mediocre sea.
son into a championship-aura sea-

n

44. The Marlins rallled from a 25-19 * so
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Farmington Hills
(313) 476-4622

Individuals With Severe Tinnitus
(Ringing In The Ears)
Needed For Research Study
Michigan Ear Institute and Providence Hospital are
participating in an international research project designed

to explore the ability to reduce or eliminate severe ringing
For further information contact;
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Knows Noses

(and everything connected, too)

A stuffy nose isn't the only symplam of sines disease. What about thase plugged

Sinus tastimie,

we ktaw that everything's connecled,

a eomprehensive approach o

BOTSFORD lgall
i Sinus
Institute

Clearing the connection.

471-8686

Botsford Genesal Hospilal ® 28050 Grand River Aveaue ® Farmington Hills, Michigan 483365931
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