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Streisand comes u

. Sometime since the last 48
Hours,” Nick Nolte has learned how
to really act. In “Cape Fear,” he
shed his y bear volce and man-
nerisms to play a civillzed lawyer in
a primat batule with psycho Robert
DeNiro.

And now, la this month’s “The
Prince of Tides,” he explores a char-
acter in ways that would have never
seemed ble, The early word on
the actors, especlally Barbra
Streisand as the female lead, seemed
llke the worst case of miscasting
alnce “Bonfire of the Vanitles.” .

The good news here is that
“Prince of Tides,” despite an over-
dose of schmaltz In the last reel, Isa
quallty treatment of Pat Conroy's
popular novel. T

As In ather Conroy stories, this one
{a partially set in the South. 1t fol-
Tows unemployed school teacher and
coach Tom Wlngo (Nolte) in a paln-
“fu) odyssey back to the world of fecl-
ing humans. Years of représsed emo-
tion have closed hlm off from his
wife (Blythe Danner), who is quickly
Lmln( ber seemingly inflnlte pa-

ence,

. When Tom's sister Savannah at-
tempts her third suicide, he flles out
to New York to be with ber. The re-
quest comes from pyschiatrist Susan
Lowensteln (Streisand), who necds
Tom to supply misslog information
about his sister's past. .

IN THE WINGO family, Tom has
served as its memory, ils touch with
reallty. Mom deals with pain by sim-
ply sweeping it under the rug, pre-

VBlily  (Dick
. Massey) tries
* out a drum set
. in the window
: of a pawn shop
:in Alan Par-
- ker's ‘“'The
:Commit-
; ments,” play-
; ing at the Mag-
« ic Bag Theatre
T Cafe in Fern-
© dale.
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tending that it dido’t happen.
‘Brother Luke went wild and was
- killed for iL.-Savannah, a poet, tries
20 hard to forget who sho is that she
adopts & pen name and a new perso-

na,

The problems of the family are
capsullzed in an emotional and well-
done montage at the beglnning of the

‘film which spells out the basic rela-
tionships.

“I'm not sure when my parents be-
gan their battle,” Tom recalls in

.'volce over, “but one Lhing was for

certaln, the only prisoners of war
were their children.”

. “The Prince of Tides” covers a lot
of matertal in a Hitle over two hours,
introduclng just enough of the minor
characters while keeplng Tom as lts

focus.

Visually, it has that nostalgic qual-
ity where every image, both inside
and out, seems o be washed In sepla
tones. Streisand, who also directed
the film, Isn't all that interested (n
physlcal reatlty here.

And maybe she abouldn’t be, The
emotional impact is what counts and
1t works right up until the climactic
sex scenes, where Tom and Susan
undergo thelr romantic healing pro-

cess. It might as wel) be a perfume
commercial, with (he. sapplest,
lushest, syrupiest movie music imag-
Inable backing it allup, ~

AFTER SEVERAL alghts in the
sack, the fllm hasn't just traveled
down (he familiar roads of “The
Way We. Were." Nolte, in'hls trans.
formatlon from gravely voiced chaln
smoker to sensltive family man, ac-
tually looks a little like Robert Red-
ford! c

Compared to Nolte, Strelsand is’
pretty mono-dlmensional as the psy- .
chlatrist. She's cast some sirong
women in supporting roles, hawever,
ineludlng the ever-convincing Blythe
Danner as Tom's estranged wife,

+ Not surprisingly, she.never plays in

scenes with any of these other strong
women. g N

1t can be argued that “Prince of
Tides" was made by Strelsand slm-
ply to make her look as attractive as
possible. Much of it scems calculat-
od to eliclt responses fram the audl-
ence about how good she looks — re-
ally better than 20 years ago.

Fortunately, the basic story here
1s such a moving and meaiorable ene
that even this is easy to overlook.

.

p with a moving °

High school teacher Tom Wingo {Nick Nullu
n L n (|

and psy ist Susa
Strelsand) sl in love when they are brought
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Tides.”

Prince of _T_id'es’,

together by a crisia involving Wingo's twin sis- |
ter, a patient of Lowensteln, in “The Prince of :

HENRY FORD CENTENNIAL
LIBRARY, 16301 Michigan Ave,
Dearborn. Call 943-2037 for more in-
formatlon. (Free) -

“A Christmas Carol” (Britain —
1951), 7 p.m. Dec. 23, The best fllm
version-of Dickens' classic yuletide
tale stars Alastalr Sim as the miser
Serooge, whose llfe is changed frre-
vocably after visits from a trio of
ghosts.

JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER,
Jimmy Prentls Morris Building, 10
Mile Road, Oak Park. Call 967-4030
for more information. {Free)

“The Musle Man” (USA — 1962), 1

.m. Dec. 25. Robert Preston
reprises his Broadway performance
aL Professar Harold HIlL, a trickster
who persuades asmall Iowa town to
start a boy’s band ~— with him han-
dilng the expenses. With Shirley
Jones, Buddy Hackett and Ronny
Howard.

MAGIC BAG THEATRE CAFE,
22918 Woodward Ave., Ferndale.

Call 544-3030 for information. (33) -
“A Threal to Soclety,” 7, 9:30 and
11:30 p.m. Dec. 26. Chris Gore, editor
of Film Threat magazine, is home
for .the holldays from Callfomta.

. He's brought with him some off-the-

wa)) movies on film and large screen
video, including a late-night screen-
ing of the fllm “Nekromantic,” defl-
nitely not for the squcamish.

“The Commitments” (Ireland —
1991}, 4:30, 7 and 9:30 p.m. Dec. 27-
28; 4:30, 7 p.m. Dec. 29; and 7 and

:30 “p.m. Dec. 30. Alan Parker's

9:30 *p.
* highly cntertalning look al a group

of young musleians who form Ire-
1and's flrst blue-cyed soul band. Full
of superb covers of classles from
Aretha Franklin, Otis Redding and
James Brown. .

MICHIGAN THEATRE, 603 E.
Liberty, Ann Arbor. Call 668- 3397
for Information. ($5; $4.25 studenis
and senlor citlzens)

“Prospero’s Books" (Britain/
France — 1991), through Dec. 31
(call for show times). Peter Green-
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NEW YEAR'S EVE CELEBRATION
BURTON MANOR 27777 schoolratt Road

One block west of Inkster Road, Livonia shmmtly “Roma’s al Inu
Gourmet Dinner featuting: :
Prime Rib In Herb Blanket, Premium Bar (Pkg, 10).
Cantinuous Dancing o Nights Creed & Steding Bands.
Black tie oplional. All coscrved sealing $125 per couple )
You must be 21 19100 i purthasd befive NEW Yeat's Ly = $125 4 ey,
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GALA NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY

Hors d'veuvres ¢ Buffet Dinner
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OPEN NEW YEAR'S EVE

6 Item Special Menu %
Party Favors
Entertainment
Accepting Reservations Now!

42484 Right Mile
S armenzian Hills

477-7177

Wed. & Thurs. Evenings

Karaoke

Gift Certificate Prizes
Awarded Each Night
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PRIME RIB and SEAFOOD -

. Deluxe bar (Pkg. 10}
DANCING — OPENING ACT

Champugre at Midoight (Must be 21)
Couple

f1oper Alties
House

Lty Redlord

23632 Plymouth Road i m et
Cali 592-4900

CELEBRATE THE ARRIVAL OF 1992

Completely Kingsley

Bcgin 1992 in complete comfort at the Kingsley Inn. Upon
amrival receive a New Ycar's Day “Care Pack,” then adjoum to
the Grand Ballroom for a champagne toast before enjoying a
complete Surf & Turf or Salmon Dinner and dancing to
“Persuasion,” a live 6-picce band. We provide party favors, a
rmidnight snack bar and the next moming we'll serve Breakfast.
Stay tha second night for only $19.92!

KINGSLEY OVERNIGHT GALA PACKAGE $99 per person,
based on double cccupancy, plus 1ax and gratuity.

Calunng completely to your evening'’s plans, the Kingsley
dati rani 1l Gala,
dining service and sing-along lounge

Toom

™

17123 Lavrel Park Drive North
Uivonla, M1 48152
1275 and St Mile Koud)

® Chungn
atmdanti

= Oumgungn v ko

. o L thesh st S
B Voat's Baer rty favran Yew s by

. TOASTING

: N PACKAGE PRICE

. \? 1992 129 per couple plus tax

Doors open at Z00 pn.

forMore 313y 464-1300.

1aformation

AT THE NEW YEAR'S EVE o offors:
P BALLROOM PACKAGE INCLUDES:| | elogant g
. “M‘”ﬂ D wedam iy T b 10 initiato 1992 right!
. LIVONIA-WEST o o Nt arc s

YEAR'S EVE 1992

» Hors d'oeusse ulfiet 64 o

. 2 o Party favens
. L T3 Champagne Toast o1 Midoight
. = = + 1200 am. Danish et

Calt for

Select all or part of what the Kingsley can offer

Call 644-1400 oxt. 5300 and allow Kathy Andree to make

~=))
<) gpend 18
I{mgs[ey Tnm i

See us for all g
holiday celebration needs.
Woodward at
1ong {ake Rosd
Bloomfleid Hill
S 1400

Reservallons 462'21 96 51 9.92 per person

way, the controversial dircctor of
*“The Cook, The Thlef, His Wife and
Her Laver,” reworks Shakespearc’s
“The Tempest” with John Glelgud
Interpreting most of the parts, Visu-
ally, it's a stunner. It's also a real
snoozer, if you're not in the mood.’
“Madame Bovary" {(France —
1991), through Dec. 31 {call for show

.. times). Gustave Flaubert's -novel

about Emma Bovary, whose long-
ings for romance result in several
1ustful fllngs and luxury spending on
borrowed money. :

REDFORD THEATRE, 17360
Lahser, Detroit. Call $37-1133 for
more information. ($2.50)

“The Glenn Miller Story™ {USA —

* 1954), 8 p.m. Dee. 27-28 {organ over-

ture begins at 7:30 p.m.) James
Stewart plays the big band leader in
this muslcal blography directed by
Anthony Mann,

STATE WAYNE THEATER,
35310 Michigan Ave. West, Wayne.
Call 326-4600 for show times. ($2; $1
children and sentor ns)

Double feature — “It's a Wonder-
ful Life” (USA — 1946) and “Bells of
St. Mary's” (USA — 1845). In every-
onc’s favorite Christmas movle,
James Stewart stars as a ma. who
considers himself a failure until an
ange) appears and shows him how
messed up his town would be without
him. Fallowed by *Bells,” the fol-
luw-up (o the popular "Golng My
Way." agaln starring Blng Crosby as
Father O'Malley.

Chlldren’s Matinces — “All Dogs
Go to Heaven” (USA — 1989} and
“Doctor Dolittle” {(USA — 1967). The
cartoon is all right, but “Delltulc” is
the kind of movic mistake that new
generations shoutdn't have to be sub-
fected to. Go see "Beauty and the
Beast' instead.

— John Monaghan
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Results.

Plant your advertising messape in the
Observer & Eccentric classified columns
and reap the rewards.

sure youll be
iy year, come

ROMULUS

SPEND
NEW YEAR'S
EVE
AT MARRIOTT.
THEN TAKE
THE ELEVATOR

AL Mattiott, we want 1o help you tetebrate New Year's Bve with
ane of the biggest parties ever. Bul we also wy
round to celebrate with us for years 1o wome Sa
rnjoy o debcions diner, pan
pagne, even live music so you can dance the
whterwards, spend o comfocable
tooms Make reservations nuw to celebrate the New Year s wih
us And toke aut elevator bome,

leoNlmar“o“_ orl\&vcj\!n??

17100 Lawel Park Orive, Livania, Michigan 48152 43131 462-1100

arriott. onv:192
ATMETROARPORT  Per Couple
30559 Flynn Drive, Romulus. Michigan 48174 1313) 7297555

you o make

favors, cham-
ht away Then
Lt i one of our luvunoos




