Solid waste plan architect resigns cou

By Pat Murphy
statf wriler . .

Roy Rewold, consldered by many
1o be the architect of Orkland's solld
waste program, is resigning as coun-

ty commissioner, |
‘The Oakland Townskip Repub!
can, who has been chatrman o

™
f the
Oskland County Board of Commis.
sloners for {ive years, sald he wants .

gram . . . and shook It. His lead-

proj
. ership ultimately gave us the com-

prehensive plan voters approved last
month.” . :
The solid waste program — which
calls for recyeling 50 percent of the
county’s wasie and & controversial
waste-to-energy inclnerator in Au-
burn Hills — was narrowly approved
Nov. 5. Passage was by 186 votes out
of 141,862 cast, making it the closest

ered undue harnssment.

Even with those recall atlempts,
Rewold sald hls nine years on the
board have been satisfying and per-
sonally gratifying. “There realiy ha-
ven't been any dlsappalntments.”

There s, however, one thing
Rewold said he wishes he had done
differently. That Is the meetlng he
called on March 17, when he and 18
other commissloners were In Wash-

Ynurmny.’l)oumbor 26, 1891 OLE

gan's Open Meelings Act and called
a closed meetlng to discuss the solid
waste program — then at a cruclal
stage.

In response to complaints, the
Oakland County prosecutor subse-
quently ruled that Rewold and other
commissloners unintentlonally vio-
lated the Open Meetings Act.

After a highly publiclzed — and
sometimes bltler — exchange with

wp,B T1.8.A13A

nty seat

effect Jan. 2, leaving slightly less
remalning Goex:-

on his -

pired term. .

A special election is not
in this case, so Rewold’s colieagues .
on the Board of Commissiopers de-
cided they will plck his successor.

Although Rewold has not decided
I he will support any particular can-
didate as his successor, he already
has words of wisdom ready. -

to devote more time to his businesa. election in county history. ington, D.C., for a convention of the  the prosecutor, Rewold and his col- “1 would wish my succexsor luck,”
“ am concerned about my ability INational Association of Countles. leagues signed an embarrassing he said, “And advise him to go o
to glve Lhe time the Job (commissto REWOLD SAID he considers pas- agreement saying they would hence-  work right away if be (or she) bas

b
er) 50 highly deserves,” Rewold sald
in his resignation letter dated Jan. 2.
He s chlef executive offlcer of -
Frank Rewold and Sen Inc., & gener-
al contracting company founded by

his tather in Rochester.

“I'M ALSO getling a little worn
down,” sald Rewold, who previously
spent 13 years in munleipal govern-
ment — flrst with the village of Ro-
chester and then on its city councll,

including flve years &s mayor.
News - of

yor.
Rewold's resignation
came as a surprise to his colleagues
on the board, although not a total

oy Rewold

Pernick, chairman of the Demo-
cratic caucus on the board, said
Rewold took a cooperative blpar-
tisan approach to county buslness.
“He involved Democrats like few
other county chairmen have done.” *

Pernick also

sage of the solid waste program to
be the most

REWOLD SAID he didnt think
outside the state’s

ment of his tenure as a county com-
missianer.

“That vole showed that a signlfi-
cant number of voters realized the
need for a comprehensive solid
waste plan (o take Oakland County
into the next century,” he sald Mon
day.
Not everyone considered the solld
waste program to be a victory, how-
ever, Opponents made Rewold's sup-
port of the solid waste program a
mmajor issue in the 1990 election, and
Democrat Sandy Teague came with-

boundaries were subject to Michl-

forth obey the law.
REWOLD'S RESIGNATION takes

any project in mind. It seems like
the longer you're in there, the more
difficult it becomes 1o do anything.”

WINTER CLEARANCE |

shock. Earller this year be an-
nounced he would not seek re-elec-’
tlon as chalrman of the board and
subsequently lobbled on behalf of his
cventun! successor, commnissioner
Larry Crake, R-Waterford.

“I CAN'T SAY his (Rewold's) res-
{gnation was a total surprise,” sald

pralsed Rewold’s
willingaess to do what he considered
to be the right thing, less of
the political consequences. Not
many people are willing to do that.”

PERNICK SPECIFICALLY was
referring Rewold's role In planning
and Implementlng the county’s $500

in 562 votes of unseating hlm — a
peritously close margin for an In-
cumbent in a safe dis-
trict. :

But the polltical failout didn't end
with Rewold’'s re-clection. Four
times this year Rewold was the tar-
get of recatl.attempts — each one
citlng his support of the controver-

commissioner Donald Jensen, “He'll million solid waste program, the sial solid waste program. . '

dcﬂnlﬂ:’ly be missed, although I'm mc:t em}:cdt“ nl\dh éontrm}cgl:l . - . . 0

“sure Larry Crake will be a capable public pro] in the history of Oak- NONE GOT BEYOND the petitton t t —_—

replacement (as chalrman).” paie 1and County. stage, mainly because the Oakland ar S 0 ay N ave - 0
Commissioner Nancy McConnell, Oakland County had been discuss-  County Election Board ruled the

R-Bloomfleld . Hills, said Rewold

“brought good business judgment to
the board.
“He could always see Lhe big plc-

ture when the rest of us were busy
with the minutia”* sald McConnell,
who as viee chalrman of Lhe board

frequently worked ‘closely with

Rewold.

Ing a solid waste program — a3 re-

- quired by state law — for more than

two decades, But il's generally con-
ceded those dlscussions-were golng
nowhere before Rewold moved (o
implement them.

Commissioner David L. Moffitt,
R-Farmington Hills, put it this way,
“Rewold tock hold of the solid waste

wordlng was so vague as to be mis-
leading. .

Rewold sald those recall attempls
were more a nulsance than a con-
cern. “That's the price of leader-
shlp,” he frequently sald.

But after the fourth recall at-
tempt, he sald he was considering le-
gal action because of what he consid-

[EVE TETIX

CLOTHIER

31455 Southficld Road
Beverly 1ills, M1 48009

(313} 6:43-3500 -
Commissioner Lawrence R. Per- .
nick of Southfield sald Rewold's res-
igoatlon wlll be a “big loss for the
county, and- a big less for Demo-
crats.”

“Please,
my little
girl needs
blood?

Imogiaaif you had o ok or blood
1o save the e of someone you love.
Next time the Amenican Red Cross
ks, give blood, please.

GIVEBLOOD, PLEASE. +
SEs

When
you give
blood
you give
another
birthday
~another
anniversary,
another
laugh,
another
hug,
another

Call
1-800-582-4383 Y :
to donate. THE ALTERNATIVE .
+ ¢ LIVONIA ¢ SOUTHFIELD ¢ CLINTON TWP. 4 ROCHESTER = ¢ DEARBORN - ¢ WARREN ¢
29751 Plymouth Rd, 215:;?threer6held Rd. ?F.::SOS Gr::!si:t o) I,:IV2V00 E I}ocw‘ssl(l)er Rd. 22048 Michigan Ave, 4100 Fourteen Mile Rd..
American Cross (Wonderland Matl) at Hudson Dr, ional oppin . inchester Mal at Monroe at 2
.Red at Middlebelt Southfield, Ml 48075 at 195 Mite Rd. 9 at Avon Deartom, MI 48324 V\hmr.‘MMmZ -
Phatse g Poexl, Livonia, M1 48150 Mt. Clemens, M1 48043 Rochester, M 48307 .
A% Sole good thru December 29, 1991




