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HI"S chal
Publlc dlstrust

TS ALMOST time for the changlng ol thn
.goard in-Farmington Hills. - = : .
That {8 1o say, a5 thie new year daw)
* \wo-year councilman Jonathan Grant’
mkcs the reins of ceremonial power from outgo-
Ing Mayor Alde Vagnozzl. And the reins of powur
will be accompanied with new dlfficulties. -
‘The-premier problem facing Grant and his six

tinuing distrust.

Never-was the prublum better illustrated than *
in the recent broubaha over: the city's proposed -
plans loweplace wetlands from 12 Mile to lhe
city-owned Peitz-MDOT land, south of -1:696, -

. west of Farmington Road. * -

The recent wave of negative, publlcily and *
public critlclsm have prompted - some (o say
the city has a public relations or: Image problem
Perhaps (hat's so.

WHEN A GHOUI’ of residents == some mem- -
. bers of the city's Peltz-MDOT ad hoc commitiee,
— squawked about what -they “believed - were, :
inappropriate closed door discussions on replac:
ing wetlands on Peltz-MDOT, clty officials re.
acled in Ilnrrnn

“Lles,” charged somc council mcmbcrs and
city adminlstrators, City officials’ respdnses ba-.

" slcally have been along the lines of “how dare
anyone criticize.”

Snrry Residents do criticize and — more often

a-right_on_target

colleagues is what Lo do nbout the publics con- .’

Ienge .
‘|s problem

THESE COMMENT& have come in ail {urms
_bya vancty of pooplc. nnt least of all baard and

depart
ment heads . . . and h\dividunl council members, -

Responses lo publie eriticism have taken the |
form) of obvious snubs, dlatribes on why so and so.
should not be involved on committecs —. much’
less have a chance to make public comments —
and downright tude and vulgar jibes.

Grant and-his councll and city administrators |

have'some fast work 10 do to raise’ publ!c opinton’
beyond where st now stands.

Too many residents, partlcularly those ‘who -
* dare to.get involved with their time and effort,
have-serious doubts about the city’s direction.
And, equally imporiant, they have scrlon.q douth
1boul those teading theelty. -

-Bul some city officlals chuek up the q!lm

" well-founded criticism as coming.from the same

few people, — ‘as though their opinions ara not
warlhy of being heard because they | conslstently
stand up and demand their rlghl o bc heard and
be lnvolvcd -

1\0 MEMBER or'[h"public Z o matter hm\ .
tiresome his remarks may :seem’ — should be
- mistreated or verbally flogged for-critlcizing or
d:sagrccmg with elected ol{lcinls and cily ad-- .

" ministrators,
Grant also would do wcll to recognlze thal the

publle_resenis or_dh mide In

-Eor_umc(‘l(o'lqé'@;zo__ A .;-'__'" 

fects something about

you — and not Just your lncomc
When' 1 was growlng ug In. the’
" snorthern Detrolt suburbs, every car
my family boughl was from General
- Motors, This was'a comblnation of
the northern_subughs _being “GM

It’ s t|me to glve Amerlcan
auto mdustry another try -

bouts with GM pmducu In 1947 T

m-:rusn OR NOT
B you're willing to admit
I, the ear you buy re- -,

clenched my teeth and bought ‘adap- .

¢ ancse car. After: three years of o, ..
worry, 'no repale driving. more.” .
slackjnl\ed 1 lmdcd I in foranoth- e

Judith Doner

Slll! T've nlways bem tmb:r.used
Bama

to be driving them, wishing that De-

kk

+ troit could doas weil.

members, use that dreadful “R” word — Resent!
— in response to publlc eriticism., .
" They always seem (o resent - when

buwuvcr. city “offic clals, parliculnrly”councll‘la{-lhnn public circumstances.”Government ===

even on'the smallest scale such as that in Farm--
lnglm\ llnlls — shonldn l. bea myslery or a-game
of hi

" some members of ‘the public have opinions that™
differ, hawever sllghl!y. (rom the cauncll or city
. administration, -

Grant should be. forewarnied that much of the |
public ‘distrust comes the public events before
~the city council and other boards and commis-
sions.

What leaves a lasting lmprcsslun are the com-
ments to members.of the public behind doors, In
the hallways, and ‘at the less-attended board and
‘commission meetings. [ -

Looking a 'j.ei:?af

The nublic wanls to, know the, Iacl.s belore'a -
declston is made — nul weeks later, when there's
_.little anyone can do or say anylhing.pbuulit "
There're far too many’local politictans who
" seem 1o belicve thit they and only they have all
the answers. That's whore the seeds nl puh!lc
dnslrus! aresown. *°
The solution, houcvcr. is Slmp'le Or s0.it
shoutd be. Honesty. No games. No hidden agen-—

das, That's what the public wants That’s what 4|

the public deserves.

ce . .

Q

father’s dle casting plant,.although-

cllent, -

Things changed when T married a

conservative. seientlfic-type from

out-of-town, who was less enamored -

* of flashy cars in general than we are

“In Detrolt and who was intrigued by
of

“—countryand the fact that my grand—a stdnn)-nnlnrnlly. a.GM car_-a_Ntm‘J
in Cleveland, had GM 2% lu blggut .

itDl-.‘mOl'l"uphrlnglug‘——'
the plight of ymy city and lis;car-
based  economy, and (ke Improved-
ratings of some Amerlcan cars, such  °
- ‘ds the Ford Taurus, make me think
it's \lme-to. glve the Amerlcan car.
lndu:lrynnolhcr 0.

Mike. Royko,” the’ s)ndlcated co-
lumnist aut’of Chicage, however, is
unforgiving: "If It {GM) had not been

four-doar, maroon Chevrolet Ithpala
that actually was a semom; since 1.
- was the primary drlver. -

Through moves (o’ Houston and to-
Detrolt, we stayed In the VW/GM -
fnode until ovr flrst chlld made it to’
.16 — then he'got the VW — and m;
)msb:md bought his' first (and only)

the
We bought our- first car.— a VW
bug — In Europe, drove it around for *

Z1=10 Now-Yark Cify, where we would .
live, It was the perfeet car lor'hlnn"
“hattan. We also found the engincer-
Ing claims-to be true. IU lasted 10 .

1he last hill in"the Oranges of New
Jeesey to trade it in on our next car
~ yet another Volkswagen. -
. NOW WITH children, we used the
© VW.as the commuter<car, and we
““bought our first Scdnd (tlm‘: my

a summer and then shipped It back

years, allhuuy,h barely making It up -

jcan car — a Chevelte. Early
d° made
"on its speedometer broke, scemingly ‘slitfing customers and ha I
a fairly slmple Kepair. bbt It turncd quality products,” there - wouldn't

_have been much of a'Japancse and

- was by payl - Europcan car-Invasion. Blllbcc:l:v:l.'

ng_to; have the.entire
TransmissTon ferfav eral Mnlon opencd the gales and’

So we Jearned to drlve (he speed “made ltself ‘the great, shrinking gi-
:limit by fecl, It also rusted out some- * any.” He strongly. suggests he would
“thing awldl, torpedoing my husband—never m.y—;npmgrcu product———
back inte the forelgn car market, | Royko is probably rlghl But hcs
this time bearing the labet “Made In * not from Dmuu
Japan.” He drove hjs silver Toyota’
for four years, then gave it to our™
_.youngest daughler when she was 16:
. Six y:.-nrs  tater, she’s stifl drlvlng Il

fle, after two

out_the nnly way It.could be fixed

Judith Doner Berne is nmsmnz
“ sanaging vdilor for the Oakland
County editions of the Obserter &
Eccentric New'spapers.:

dallghlcrs‘ !

—-thoahssuee f:

-economic uncertainty in the previous
165 days . hrmgs with it a mlxlurc of
- doubt; Insecutily and hope.

The future vin'billly n[ Mlchlgnn and lls
‘largely de-
pends on dccnsluns mndc ‘on speciflc v:rltlcal is-
sues.

- The foliowing Isiucs are those that we belicve’

are, most important for Mlchlgnn residents o ad-
dress: .

. EDUCI\TION — We have strugglcd for
years..to reach .o balance between spending
enough for indivldual.school districts and-local

. coptrot of-currleulum. Our efforls have garnered

number are recelving less:than is necessary to
compete. and ‘prosper in’ the -world .economy.

sters who are ‘dropping out and dlsappcnrlng
fram the experienee,
‘If we, as a.region, arc to remaln’ cconomlcally

come more innovatlve in_the ways we educate
our ch)ldren and retrain lhe adull pnpulat!on

IIE Dl\WNlNG of lhis new-year: on lhc -
heels of the unprecedented change and

‘| a meager payback. While many students are re-
“ceiving a barely suificient education, a‘growing-*

Even more alarming are the number of young:‘:

. sound, we must dedicate more resources and be- -

A\~

‘it we, as a reglon, are to rem;ln R
economically sound, we must -
dedicate more resources and
become more innovative in the' ' . -
ways we educate our. chiltdren and

. mtral‘n the ad’ull populallom o

. the alrcady cslabhshcd tourist zrade a8, well as
agriculture. .

® TAKING CARE OF HOMELESS — The
scconomic crisis, in Michigan wasn't caused by
poer poaple who are suffering the most. If we are’
to remain a civilized society, we must rededicate |
oqursclves to hielping thosg who are unable to help
‘themselves, Neglecling his .growing  problem
will .only cause us more cconomic:and moral -
strife in future.days. No good excuse exlsts for
rebuilding this state.on lhc hacks n[ the poor.

- & REBUILDING INFnAsmuctunb .
Taking care of a state Is Itke kecping the house
*fixed-up. The longer.we negleet: our house the
more dilficult'and expensive it gets to flx it. This
is especially true for our roads.” road

O URBAN SI’RAWL — Mpllc the Tact that
Ing, we contlnue’

i o,

“to-bufld new estab-

are so bad-that they're an ecmbarrassment.
lts time' for Gov. John Engler and the state,

and
tished ones, The inner ring ol’ suburbs will'expe-. -
. rience thie same fate as the clty of Detrajt if this

S up to the busi .
government leaders, to call a halt to the urban
development - warfare’ that plls community.
“agalnst _communily .and ‘in somie. €ases .race

* officials and residents must be willing-to plow
resources back Into their local community rather
than abandoning them. If -the spraw conllnucs.
weallwlll sulfer cconomically .

in Mlchigan has received more lip service and
~-recelved less actlon than diversification. Yet we
remain too linked to the
Andustry for our cconomlc seeurity. As the hiring
-pawer of General Molors and other auto compa- |
nies_deglines, ust. look ta o
that have brighter futures..

----We suggest-that-health care-and. the. compulcr
industry could be bright spots for providing tech-
nical jobs for Michigan's future. We also belleve

_(hm,mr.qnmlhutale get serlous about hacking

C . ECONOMIC DIVERSIFICATION —-Littte ;

ther_industries  We all pay. a heavy economic price for the ne-
For many suburbanites, Detroit Mayor

- glect.

L ¢ to.step-being coy about. taxes and
-think in terms of an Increase in the gasoline lax. .
Michigan fuel prices are lower. than nelghboring

l:lp greatly.ln mnking  qur_raads am asse

» STUDENT SPEECH - Ever since.the U, S
Supreme Court’s .Hazélwood - decislon, many

—agatnst-Face: Dcvetoperrrﬂnil er:rgwemmmt—-school—nd minlsteators.-believe . they. have.carte

- from our readers

Qwet one

speaks oo‘f”

o the editor E
After -being endorsed by mc Ob-
*-server-in the recent “election ‘and
* dubbed the “quiet one on council.” I -
would nat want (o change your mlnd
about me.
However, you also said I was more .

. confllet, so please accept this Jetter
“In that calcgory
In crnatlng the Peltz-MDOT Ad
council

" not injormatlve. There were no sto- .

* into salving contlict than getting lnto .

‘and sought. Certalnly, Jean Fox has

not even th t T3

Iv'was the sight of the coodlclluw! -
. Christmas volunteers, . .

1 know it happens every ycar :md 1
have some idea of the hard wprk.
that’s involved. In fact 1 bave.cven
helped myself for.some years. Bat §
never truly réalized the beauty of it
_all until I'saw the happlness in the
" {ages of the volunteers themselves. |

“There were all kinds of - people
coming togéther to altfer their valus
able time to help athers In need. T
sqw cars, trucks and vans lea lns{
“the Joading docks full of many nh-d- B
ed items. Food for people whe would'
0 wilthout. Knltwear and tollciries

dropged from site panel” are simply
rics saying Jean Fox- was not elected
by council fo serve as mayor In 1892,
why would there bé-storles saylng
that- she- is’ not going- to :érve on’
cobneil as laison.-~ -

- By her'own declsion sho is not eli- -

glhlc simply ‘because she Is not on.
< council. All meetlngs of the Peltz-
“ MDOT Committee are public. Public
comments are Invited. Before any .
decislon is mndn there will be publh:
hcarlngs . R

Citlzen: fhput’ wlll be cncnurnged

as_ great- many. ideas -and--much

lhpre were many, somewhat' diver-

gent {deas_in.the community as to

. the' approrlate and desired use for
-that propcrty

Tt seemed véry lmportanl 1o struc-

ture ‘acommittee.that would repre-.

sent the community's various inter-

cerned  boards .and * commissions

(lve. There would be maturalist at
. large, two residents from the nearest
subdlvislon and councll would send a

-{-—ests_in_a_balanced_mannec._Cen-....perso

" werd Invited to send a representa- |

. lo nny one wmmlllee or commi.\‘

ge to share. There, will be
many opportunltles lor hnranduthcr
citizens to do so,

In view of the mnny long standing
requests from cittzens to serve on’
various boards and commlsslons, 1,
felt that 1t would have been unfalrto”
give four appolntments to any one, .

for senior citizeps/who can't get out,
Toys "for chilgfen Whe would have
none, These are nnly a few cxam-
“ples.

Tknow there are many things dvnr:
for those In need at Chrisimas. This
one was quite 3. movlng sight ta sec.
It also makes me realize how im-

ne - porantghegifioflm
There is no one whom'1'woald ap- .- ‘o Ange Marle Dladow, -
prove for® fqur ‘appolntments: As 1 F-rmlngwn

stated before, If-Aldo Vagnozl re-- |
commends Fox for an appolntment

Oolmons are

mgmb(-r As lalson,
.. When former. councilwoman Jean
Foxchose.not, toseek re-election, she

unci),

blanche to rip out entire articles and pages (rom

high schoo! newspapers. Voters'should inslst the
" Tegistature pass the “student {rpedom-of expres- -
: sl\m" blil. 1t is simpfy 2 matter of sound educa-

tion lechnique in a dcmucrncy to'teach our chil-;

"phere of Ireedom rathcr than rcpresslon.

e CITY/SUBURBAN TIES — We-are brcw-

ing a recipe for growlng economic-distress i we

. continue to ignore He blight of our central city. .

dren how to responsibly ‘operate in an atmos--|. .

. member.of councll (o be a .councll,

liaison seems. unquestionably. clcar,
-.-The value of not changlng the struc-
ture- or_balasee .of the comm\llce
seems cqu]l y cvlder\t

OIISBIWER hending& saylng *'Fo;
oln!cd from [;nnel" and. “Foz i
e

~plem nnd cnlhusluuc auppon
was rio longer eligible to be the coun- -

cil Nalson to' Peltz-MDOT . Commit- -
Lfee slmply because she was nat.a -

The loglcr:l requirihg ofic (0 B‘H"‘Glft Of tlm
.;’lmportant too-

N 'I'o lhc cdltor:

" ‘l.'( or a church choir slnglng cnrol.!

_to._be shared

Oplnlons :nd ideas are best when .
. sharcd wlth others,

That's._why the -Qbserver en
cour"gés‘lq Teaders®to share- their—
views with athiers by maklng ll!c 0’
the From Our. Readers column, *

Names will be’withheld .only lnr

. the.best™of veasons, and the hlnn
* - 10 do so'will be made by the editor.-
Letters shoutd be mailed to; Edi?*
. tor,:+Observer, 21898 r-‘nrmlngton
Road, Farmlnglon 11!3!6 B

._Nancy Bates,
Farmlnglon fogto Hills ce mnnnllwomln R

1saw a sign o Chrls(mns the nlher
day. It wasn't a Christmas tree, San:

__Coleman Young has been a bitter pill to swallow.
But come 1993, we are bounid (g hayea'new De-~|
“troil mayor,’ nnd suburbanites slmulct be rcady to’

dcnl with a new veice.:
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