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‘B"es't_ -tahkers_; .:’tmtgra:{s busy
stay focused osts of event

By Steve Kowalski

stalf wrlter ‘It's really gotten

By C.J. Risak
stalf writor

In swimming, focus s -cvery-
thing. Those goggles they wear'
should concentratc on narrowing
the vision conslderably. -

‘ Because that’s what high school

channel all thelr energics into two
or three days of competition per
seasop. The remalader of theUme
they devote to thelr sport is for
tralning for those few moments.. *

The Ohserverland’s’ best
swimmers, therefore, are . those

school meet of the season: the state
champlonshlps. The top swimmers
will traln hard during the summer,
rest and taper sometime early in”
the fall to reach state qualifying
standards, then go back into heavy
training for the state finals,

‘Two' underclassmen. share” the
title -as Observerland’s best,” ac-
cording, to these standards
Farmington HIlls' Mcrcy  junlg
Erika Smith and Livonta Stevenso;
sophomore Mandl Falk. They were

in two individual cvents at the
Clnss A slale finals. °

IALK BOAS‘I'BD lhc best Indi’
vidual finish, and It came. ln what'
was casily lhu best event for Ob-
serverland swimmers. She placed
fourth In the 100-yard breast -
stroke, one spot ahead of Mercy.
senlor Katie Knipper {two of the
three champlonship heat qualiflers
in_individual events from the 0b~
s&ver aren).

Farmington girls rank'hi'g'h'

- placed among the op seven at the

swimmers need < the abllity to .

who do the best at the biggest high

the only two from the area to score, .

Three Observer swimmers

Class A mect in the 100 breast, and
another — Farmington Hills Harrl-
son's Dana Dizon — (inished ninth
in the 100 breast at the Class B C-D
Linals,

Meréy claimed top !um honars,
finishing 10th In Class A. Stevenson -
was 17th, Livonla Churchill 25th

*“and Plymouth- Canton 251h, Of the

12 indlviduals lauded as the best of
the year, tive are underclassmen

* who wlll get a’chance to come back .

next {all and repeat.
Mere are the Observerland's (ap
temale swimmers for 1991,

b All-Qbserver Tndividaats

- Esika Smith, Morcy, 200-yard freo-

“ style: Smilh finished fifth in.tho stalo in
* 1he 200 tee in 1:56.36; 1 was ono of

Iivg cvanis she guathed for ond one of
four sho ccored in, The junior aiso
placed 11thin 1he 103 trea In 53.95 and
‘was’ pnrl-of-Mercy's’ 200 meaioy folay-—*
nnd 400 frco ratay~

Srmith was the Catholic Luwuv tMm-
pion in the 50-yard frco for the Calholic
Loague' champs, ond at the glways-
tough Oakland County meol she placed
sucond tn the 100 free and (hird in IM

. Som'v .

Mnnnl Falk S!uvunwn. 100-75(6

~'breast siroke: Folk has two mofo soa-

.sons-of high school swimming loft' Sure
paszing hior sophomore campalgn will
be adlieull.

A Itanster trom Reaford Thirslon who
was lest-team ak-nroa last yoar, Fak
was unbeaten in dual-meol compoetilion

+ and cnplured the Westarn Lokes Aciivl-
I Association champlonships In tho

 Morcy |

o A
Erika Smith
H

Kalie Knipper
Hills

sumoy Krause |
Hanlwn

Mercy

all area swimming.

* swimmers

1991 ALL-OBSERVER,
GIALS SWIM TEAM
First-loam individuals

200-yara troostybe: Dka Smwin, punor,
, Farmanglon Hizs Mercy.

200-) yllﬂ Individus) mediey: Jl MOM

30phomore, Plymouth Canlon

30-yard rmfnyu Mand: s, sophomars,
Piymouth Salem
., Diving: Amy Kodu, seoi, nmmum Can-

ton
100-yard mmmr Kabo_ Keigpet. vanids,
Farmagion Hats M
Lisuig. senior,

100-yard roostyi: on
Churcha,
 Andorson, san

Lpvonia
sco -yard feoestle:

Livonia Stevenson.
. 0 yard backatroke: Jennv ‘McCombs,
“Junior; Fasmington Hts Mo
100-yarct breustalrohe: VanciFa, w0pho-
more, Lvorua Stavenson

. Flest-tenm rolny: .

" 200.yard trosiyle: Churchil -
Staucn. Liz Sorokac, Tare mu«uon Em
teasg)

400-yard troostylo: Morcy (Mandy,Speer.
Andiea Hoshewn, Enka Smith, Amy Macha:
cen) . : o

“{.largo Indlviduaty

Stacey Krause, sanior, Fumhqwn Hets
Hanson, Elna Trager, sanior, rmmqtm
Weds Harrison, Jeander Kmppumot Uhvonia
Sraeanson

,,«~Invgu mluy‘

. 200 yard madiey: Stovenson (ml’omllu
W

umur B, Jarwuter Xnapp). .
oostye: Canion (Ja Meds,
* Apa G, e Bergar, Jed
100.ya¢d tiseatyie: Canlon (Apes B,
Coopet).

.)A Udlr\ Jll\!l "nhelll.
Hnnornhm Monllon
" North Farmington

Rehasdion, Mandy T
Farmingion — Ja Ha

<. Ington Harrison — Dana

Keanz, Shl'll

200- -yard’ Indwviduat mmny and 100«

- yad dutlorlty,
At slate, sho placed fourth in the 100 \ Snnmm coach Gyg Phill doserlbod
Fak simply: “Mandi is & graal swimmer

breastin 1:07.32 (ono ot thieo ovonls
sha qualified tor) and was 111th In the |
100 fiy In 59.85. Sho was also part of

smvenwn s ninth-place 200 medioy te-’

wath a great tuture.”
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,‘S"ty;e"r‘s hoping for sweet

return to pro boxing ring

| By Stavo Kowalskl - .
slaft wriler

Considering the support  Jeff
“Sweet lee" Styers has drummed up

. in the last six inonths, It's hard to

belicve anyone cauld sour on his re-
1urn 10 the boxing ring. .
A(lcr more than.a two-year ab-

boxing |

The hard work of directors Dave
and Sharon Knipper wil) be reallzed
this weckend when the Michigan
Stingrays Swim Club hgsts lts Winter

intense the last couple
weeks,’ X
! — Dave Knipper

Invitational for ‘A’ level
at Eastern Michigan Unlvcrsliys
Jones Nataterium.

For the last three months the
Farmington s couple has pre-

pared for‘the second-annuval cvent,. -,

which ‘will_bring more than 700
together from seven
states and Canada. The Stingrays are
one of six’ local clubs sending .
swimmers ta the event. . .

The meet is sanciloned by Michl-
gan Swimming Inc. on behall of
Unlted States Swimming and will be-
gin at 5:15 p.m. Friday with thetirst
of {lve scasions, Admission Ls $1 per

adult each sesslon or.$8 for the en- -

tire weekend.
Twenty-flvo, cluby pArtlzlpalcd in

" last year's event, compared to 50

this “year, according' to Dave
Koipper. There will be 84 individual
races and 16 relays for boys and
girls who- are mostly belwwn the

. agaul 10and 20, i
's really gotien intepse (h: last*
couple - weeks - (of - preparation),”. ...

Dave Knipper sald. “[ got tied up at

- nights “ and ~ weckends:" (recrulling

teams and making preparations). We
could havé had more clubs, but It's
the tndividual numbers that make
the dliference.” N
THE KNIPPERS would ‘prefer a
closef Tocatlon than EMU but say the
10-1ane pool on the Ypallantt campus

is capable of luring several {op- ~

notch swimmers from across the
country. In Jast month’s girls state
swimming champlonshlps, one new

- state record and severhl near misses

were recorded In the pool, which
produces faster tlmes because of its
17-foot depth. *

- of competitive swlmming in

Desides the Stingrays, the other lo-
cal clubs expected 1a send swimmers
to the meet inlcude the Birmingham

r

Bloomileld® Atlantls; - the * Blrming-- .
ham Blue :Dolphing; the Clarence- "

“ville Swim Club; the Livonia Novl

Sparians; the Oakland Live Y'ers;
the Troy Area Gators,

Medals witl be awarded ta partlcl-~
pants ®ho' finlsh In flrst through
elghth place In each event.

Of all thé swimmers expected to
compete, the most renown name s
Steve Crocker, who swims with the

Rockwood Swim Club.in St. Louts, *

Mo. . Crocker in 1988 just ‘missed
quallfylng for the U.S, Olymplc team

- behlnd eventual gnld rned:lht Matt

Blondl.

“THE NUMBER of entries from
our Michigan and out-of-state clubs
is great testlmony to the popularity .
n the mid-
west,” Stingrays coach Jeff Cooper
sald.. “We; have had advertlaing and
scrvlce support from several busl-

esses, The conventlon burcau of Yp-
sllanll has also glven us good dlm:~

", tion L our planning.”

 Added Sharon Kalpper: “The facll-
ity giv Juqupace to host a-larger
meet' and alse s a respected fast-
pool in the mldwest and country, It

Jcally numcu aul—ol state perform-

'nu: Sungrays nre a non-profit or-
ganlzation and use the event to “sup-
port our budget,” Dave Knipper sald,
“It's Impertant to run a quality

.. meet. We're really (rying to fulill) a

big portion of our budget by money
we will raise this weekend.”

gth
1284 Wayne “Memorlal graduate has
moved up two weight classes and *
also received new directlon. Styers,
now a middlewcight, is managed by

Wolfgang Mueller, trained by Erncest -

Howser and 3cigm trained by Guy
‘Monarck” the? manager, of Power-
housc Gym in Farmington Hills.

Styers' previous manager, Johnay

- “Ace" Smith was shot to death in
1989
record as a lightweight (135). Afler
Smith's untimely death, Styers took
1he tong sabbatical but returned last
June .when he knocked out
Milwaukee's Donald Tucker in a wel-
terweight (147) fight on a card at
-Livonia’s Laurel Park,

Mueller is trying to set up hls next
(ight, as a midulewclght lor same
time in February. .

“1 don't want (5 call lf a ‘come-
back® because I was undefeated (pri-
or ta the time off)," Styers said. “But
with the Incldent’ that happencd to
‘Ace,’ that was Point 1-in my carcer,
I was_young, but I've mnmrnd In

ter Styers had built an 80 . r

like 2 Will¥m Bedford or Reggie

‘ don’t fight because
it's a way out for me.
it’s not a pipe dream,
there's just a desire to-
be a world champion.'
— Jelf Styers’
pro boxer

Sl) evs said. “You're not gvlnx to go

Rogers. A fightee's p y car-
ries so-much, ny role is to no1 only.
direct his carcer but also of impor-
tance i5 to prnvlde fora sccure fI-
nancial Rifure.” . *

Styers sald he has moved up to
middleweight -because It is.a more
visible welght class and beeause his
metabollsm got to a polnt.where he
can’t keep his weight down anymore.

Working out at Powerhouse Gym
has_became.-just

because you want to
golhcxe You have to have the pawer
to-go-there. Prior (o (heavywelght)

Evander Holyfield, weight Ifting |

was considered taboo. ‘For me to
move up to diiddle welght and ot the
same time tackle a welght Mliting
“program.I was hesltant at flest, but
with Guy's help my strength s ln
" creaslng.’

Sald Mucllcr‘ “You don L get com- -

fortabletigtmy—at gher

and out of the ring.

—i-don't-fight tTause s @ way-

“out for me. It's not a pipe dream,

Styers as the time he spcnds ln the

on_belng

welght ‘overnight, but cvcn his (box-
ing) tralfier (Howser) noticed an In-

there's™ just-a~deslre-in-me-to-be-

. -world champion.”

"t MUELLER, WHO works with the

‘Plunkett & Cooney law Flrm ouf of
iDetrolt, sald Styers Is a' marketable
. {Ighter. Along with devotlng much of
‘his time to boxlng, Styers works as
\an account representative at Mlero-
ware Distributors in Farmlngtnn
s, .
“Jef! Is the antlthesls of the ster-
_eotype boxer," 3ald Mueller, a new-
-comer 10 the sports agent business..
.who_ also. represents- Tampa Bay
:Buccancer player Robert Mnru.,

“‘Yau don't sce a 16€ of fighters giv- - -

“Ing motivational speeches to youth.
“2groups, -belng “actively Involved in
1ihe church. 1 wlkcd to u wrlter lrnm

Rln the‘hlble af

r!ng bccau:c moving up in weight

p
strof ngc r.

Styers® lyp!cal dny beglny, at's-.

» a.m. at the Powerhouse Gym where
he works on strength and condition-
ing. followed by an clght-hour day at
. Microware, and o four-mile’run af-

ter work.-At night he tralns nl lhc' -

* Livonia Boxlng Clnb

STVERS SAID WHEN hé first be-

_gan .welght training last fall,- the
‘maxtmum he could.bench press was
160 pounds, Now he ean bench 225,

. “Guy has been In:trumnnlal i
maklng the . lrunsllh)n "_m:pc X

ey

creasein_strength and lhnl he was
hllll mitts harder."

hls mlddlewelght career
I°) jusl started, Mueller ptans to “get
Skytr: In a position for a titlp shot In
nd-mhal( or (wo ymu‘
1t all goes ‘well for.Styers his fae
th:r Jerry wlll bc the' Ilnl beneflel-

"lm trylng to relim my lnlhcr

* early,” Styers sald, “He's made a Jot

- of sacriflces for mysell and famlly. .

. ’I'Aklng care of him would be the

ri .mlng l'd do wl(h my first blg ~
payday.

L

» BLOOMFIELD HILLS.

FULL LINE -FULL SERVICE ASKI SHOPS

2540 WOODWARD at Square Laka Ron

101 TO D comer of Plarco....

' PRICES GOOD THRU 1-5-91

SAV NGS

Skis - Boots - Bindings . Skiwear ’
Outerwear * Accessories * Cross Country
For Men Women & Children, Plus
Traverse City “Sweet Deal” Ski Trips

'LL GET YOUR BEST SKI DEAL
you THIS WEEK AT,

.338-0803
844-5950

» NOVIL...
» FARMINGTON HILLS.

NOVI TOWN CENTER South of |-88-Novi Rd.

My role is to not only direct-his career,

boxlng. and he said Jeﬂ llthe u:lnk--
.ing man’s boxer. which scts Jeff ,_./

“Jeif Is a prime éample of what
*a positlve role model should be asan.,
lnhlelc He's one guy who won'l-be

- but also of rmporfance isto prowd*for

are manclal future.’

- Wol[gang Muslier

.347-3323
553.8585°
483.3820

616-326-6700
616-6X1.1999-
0r0i01:073-9340
:313-732-5560
225660

26312 FORD RD. 1172 miios W. of

248 €, A at Abbott

2035 28th Stréot S,E. bot, Braton, A Ka[um 00 o

517-137-5698 |
. 6164521199 | ~
lee 8860300 | ©
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