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By Anne Sulllven
staff writar

Fitting chlld care needs with fami-
ly needs is a task facing many Amer-
Ican famllies. Three.years.age Bryan
and Cathy Harrls of Farmington
flills were expecting their third child
and scarching for a method of. chlld
care that would suit their famlly
needs.

Harrlses wanted to provide
child care In their home, for thelr
three children, Adam, now 10, Dustin
8, and Andy 2% (Bryan has a-15-
year-old 'sen, Jonathan, from a pre-
- vious marrlage) They Investigated
child care nllcmal&v- We Jooked

tnto hiring. a nanny,” sald Bryan

Harrls, “But they -wapted $250 a.

week plus health insurance. Finan-
clally, that was not possible for us.”

A story about au palrs on the eve-

- ning pews caught his attentton, and

. he add Cathy declded-to [nvestigate

that method of child care. It cventi-

-nlly lead them to contract chlld care.

services from Au Pair of America.
. Both Harrises had suecessful ca-
reers in the asphalt business, and
.nclther could give-up thelr career.
* “Cathy owns her own paving busl-
" .ness, and I work for an asphalt com-
pany in Milford,” sald Bryan Harris,
“She says we're In competlilon,” he
chuckled. “But she docs small jobs,
ilke drivnwnys, and’-we do the big

stuff”

THE llARRISE appliced’ to_ Au

* Pairin Ameriea. They went through

the screenlng and application pro-

cesy, Interviewed potentlal au palrs,

. and selected one they thought would

best [it into thelr famlily. Two and a

hall years ago thcy hosted thelr ﬂrs(
‘au palr,

The object ol the programf Bto
host a young person from a foreign
country, makk them a member of
the famlly, while they perform child
care for thelr host family, according

-

., family. Shortly after arriving in.

te Bryan Harris. “Au pair means ‘on -

a par’ and we were looklng for some-
one who wanied to be a part of our
family,” sald’ Bryan Harris. “We

wanted. someone who wasn't: Just

Iouklng to punch a clock and get
out.”

Both Uryan and Cathy are happy

with the au palr program, and have
recently taken on thelr {lith au pair.
"It doesa’t cost more than good chidd
care," sald Cathy Harris..

“It's affordable, it averages cut to
about $160 a week, there's good cul-
tural exchange for us, the klds and
the au pair.” .

Most au pairs come from Eumpc-
an countries, with a 13-month work-
ing visa, werk for'an American fam-
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Wy for 12 rnanl)u :pend one month ~
travellng around. the United Smu,
and retuen home.

FOR EACH au p:&lr they've cons
tracied, the Harrises py an orlgina-
tion lee, a $100 a week stipend, and -
provide -transportation. Conny
Dengg, of Kottingbrunn, Austrin, ls
the newest au pair In the Harrls

* hougehold.

SnunrrlvcdnllthHnlsulnmld~ ;
November,” to teplace Glna - Ver-
steacte, of Brugge, Belglum, who left
the day after Chrlstmas. The-skx
week -overlap “is not common, but
was a personal declslon made by the
Harrises, “We wanted Gina to traln
the now au palr,” sald Cathy Harvis.

“It’s very hard to get an au palr In
December because of the holldays.
We could elther get one In mid-No- .
vember, or mid-January, . and we
didn’t want a gap.” The phitosophy
worked for the Harrises. Conny has
Iearned her way around the arca and *
{cels camfortable In the community.
TAnd the transition” in the (nmily Is
" going smooth. .

“When I first-came here, the chil- .
dren - would 33y ‘Conny, whese'
Glpa? and now they come to me,"
sald Canny. .

As Conny s ad]mung to America

.and the Mareis family, the Harris

chiddren are adjusting .to-Conny,
treating her Jike a member of the

Farmington Hills, Conny went cut on |
* per {Irst excursion alone. “Adam,
our oldest son ‘sat up and paced the
{loor waitlng for her to come hom
said Cathy Harels. “Adam’s our wor: .
- rler and it was after 10:30 p.m. he
knew the-malls were closed and was . -
concerned that Conny wasn't hnmc *

. 3aid Cathy Hagris. - - .

- As part of lhe cullural exchange,
lhc Harrls have introduced Amecd-
&an, customs to their-ae pairs. “We
take them all to Meljer's, and they..
tove It. Sometimes they go there at 2
a.m. just to.be there,” sald Cnlhy '
Hatris, “Gind had . never had-
‘Thanksglving, ar Haltoween. »
““Christmas s very different -In .
America,” sald Glna, and admits she
tikes the way wo celebrate Christ- .
mas. She also wants. o lake hnmc
her Halloween mementos.

THE !IAlmlSES changed agen-
cies thls tlme around, hirlng Conny
-from Au Palr Home Care. To ac-
quire Conny's “services, they pald-
$2,775 in fees o the agency, filled. "
out questionnatres,” and they were
comptter matched by Home Care. .

“Yhen we had our {irst au palr,
there were only about §0 au palrs in
Oakland County,” said Bryan Harris.

- lecnage daughter. in your house,
~.sald ‘Bryan Harris. “Most of them’

" * want someone who will fit in

U

o 4,

The Harrla Iumll; of Farmington Hills host an au palr 1o provide

at home child care for thelr three children. The tamlly includes

(bnck 0w, trorn latt) Brynn Harri:. Cnmy Harris, Conny Dnngq

"Now there are betwccn 250 and 300

host familics.” ,

The Harrises bclleve hosting an au
palr Is like any other living sltuatlon,

-1f you get along and meld well, It's -

great. It hasa't all been easy for the
Harrises nor -other .host famllles.

“.With Au Palr' Home.Care, a support

group of host famllles ls provided,
and the Harrises attend.the meet-
tngs, share their experlences, and

- learn what other famliles have expe

rlenced.
"Having anau pairis llke having

are 19 or 20.'years old. We've had

.two real good au palrs, and two who: -

dldn’t work out. But two of our besl
au palrs were m]eclcd by.other host

. lnmlllu

The Harrises obu!ncd Glna after
their " third au pair hadn't worked

out. She Is now hosted by a family In *

Georgla. Glna came to Farmington
Hills, via Chicago, from a- famlly
where she didn't qulte melq, "You
your
family and who you.can- communi-

cnle wilh," sald Cathy Harris.

"’rhcy become a part'of the faml-
ly," sald Bryan Harris, which in-
cludes vacationing and visling with.
family members. “J know some fam-
illes who leave.the au palr home
when they ‘vacatlon, one-family left
her behind when the whole famlly '

-~ went to Californla, and I'm not sure
whose Idea it was (for the au pair to
‘stay home)* said Bryan Harris "And
another .family left her home wlth”
 the lds and took a vacatlon, but we
‘Inctude the au palr In our. ho!lday:
“and vacalluns e

" THERE 15.A u‘ansluon for bolh‘
the famllles and the au patr’ as well
as a learning curve with cach ncw au-
-pate: . .
“You can't take things for grant-
©d,” sald Bryan Harris, who related
a story he heard from another au
palr host famlly, when the host
Jnother said she'd be back in a min-
ute, and went upstalrs. The au pals’
thought she literally meant 60 sec.
onds; and became very concerned

when'she wasn‘t back’ dnwn after
several minutes. -

"X “One of our au pairs was los| and

driving around for two or three
hours,. and we.dldn't know,” sald

Bryan Harrls. “She was driving a
‘car load of girls and they ended wp In

Manchester: They never phoned, but

* eventually found thelr way back, We

implemented a new rule, and tell all
the ay pairs that Jf they're-driving;

-and lost for more: lhan 20 mlnulu.
" they're to call.”

In the home. u:e au pn!rs are m-
sponsiblg for laking care of the chil.
dren. They usually work 45, hours a

“week, for .‘which™ they" reccive the
,$100 stipend, . room and board, and

transpertation, Their chores around
the house Include taking care.of the
children, fixing meals for them,
cleaning up afier the children and
themselves, and dolng the chlldren’s

laundry.

To apply to tlu: au palr program,
Gina' pald 20,000 Belglan francs, the
equivalent of $500' American. If sho
remalns in the program for the 12

of Kollingbrunn, Austria, Gina Verstracte of Brugge, Belguim;
(tront row, trom left) Dustin Harris, 8, and Adam Hnuls. D Andy
' Hartls (luﬂ).i'h. looks on. K . X

- for

phatogragher

momhs, her deposit ix returned. She
also goes through cxtensive applica.
tion and -interviewing process 1o
determine if she would be an ade-
quate child care giver. Conny went
through a “similar process in her
company.

Gina-left |hc llnmsc: homc Dec
26, and headed for a vacatlon in Or-
landa.Florxda. where she will stay.

. with.Bryan's parents. Her vacation

also includes a trip to Tennessce,
whero she wants te vislt Graceland;
Elvis Presicy’s home, 4 trip to.Madi-

*"son Wisconsln, to visit with Cathy's

relatlves, She will also attend a 3.

-“day conference In Toledo, with Mike -

and Beth Padula, Cathy's sister and..
brother-in-law. . .

Gina. is allomp\ing 10 get a six-
month extension on her visa, to work -
the:. Padula’s, of Dearborn
Heights, who recently had a baby.

. The extension is pending, and if Gina
* - doesn’t gow by Jan. 29, she will be

on a'plane hack to Belguim.

#Thé hardest paryis putting them
on the ‘plane and saylng goodbye‘
said C.ﬂhy Hareis: s .

<

‘Now you can gef fhe )
latest. Open:House . __ _.

McCabe Funeral Home wlll spon;:

s Did you meot mem m?
Alm(hl 1 of every 5 Americans moves each year, and wher-
aver Amcucans move, Gollmg To Knuwp ou wolcomcs
W ih Ow.

listings by phone!
8 Just call-our

sor “The’ Aftermath of Suiclde:

Shock, Gullt, Anger and Grief.” The * * .

free program will be held Thursday,
Jan, 30, at 7 p.m. at the Farmingion
Hills Branch Library, 32737 W. 12

Mile Road, between Orchard Lakc:'} a§

and Farmington roads.

McCabe Funeral Home staff grief
counsefor Elalne S, Burton will lead:
an open discussion and. provide
suggestlons for understanding and .
coping with suicide.

The seminar . coincldes with’

. McCabe Funeral Home's $200 dona-

You and 1ls 5ponsors make now Vamnlxos in mwn luul wol
come with a housewarming package full of neaded infor-
maton about selected community sarvices. Gotting To Know
You-is.the bost way tine morchants and qualiicd profos:
sionals can invite new business, new lriands 1o como in.

WELCOMING NEWCOMERS NATIONWIDE

3 800) 645-6376
R Ry Ay A o

tion to supplement the library's
bercavement: collection. ‘The. funds
will be used Lo purchase additional
- matpefals on sulcldu and AIDS re-
Iated deaths. ol
The . collection was estahlished
with an carlier contributlon from the
funeral home tn 1989. For more in-
formatlon call 553-0120,

Most Talked About ONCE-A-YEAR Event
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Pendleton mtny
SALE

Volunteers
are needed

Onkland Famlly Servlcu hns re-
cently recelved a federal grant from
the. United States Department. of
tlealth and- Human Services for
CHAMPS {Children And Youth Hav- |
Ing And-Matntaining Posltlve Selfs °
csteem), an Intervention program
for chlldren of chemically dependent
parents. This innovailve program.
will target 120 children. living in

—Pontiae._—___~ :
Voluteers are needed Lo provide a
“ warm and positive cavironment to -
“Ahese children of neglect. Some op-
rtunitics include tutoring, group
acllvilles, and transpertng chtidren—
fo and fmm the agency, Daytlme
—and evening hours are available~
1t you have some time to give and
some love to share, call Jean-Marle
Steele or Sherl Kaplan at 858-7766.

—

————383181-Plymouth-Road-

S We Honor:
VISA, MASTER CARD, PERSONAL CHECKS and CASH

Including S'!‘re Wide Sale

Starts Gaturday

JANUARY 4th

9:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

* CAR COATS
<COATS -
+ SUITS

- BLOUSES

« SWEATERS
« SKIRTS "*

« SLACKS -

'FROM 34

Sizes 6-20 Fclilns.o Mlslses

oMELINE
953-2020 |

- ourReo! Estato feclidn for. Opcn-ﬂouscs .
It's our now HOMELINE service.
Just call 953-2020 to got up-to-the minule Opcn House
infarmalion lisied by cily. on our easy to use voice telephone
directory, Call rom any 1ouch tono felephone and edd Ihe lates
informotion to yout list of places fo see—il's o5 cosy as 1-2-3.

1one tolephon:

foheor liting
Ocktand Counrv PRESS 1 |

3. Chooso your prco range ond listen 1o

{{
Paass tho '“"“"" fortho ity the Latings for the city you'vo chasen,

you ora inletesied ln:
Bumingham
Hloomtield..

)

o bock up, PRESS 1
.+ To pouse, PRESS 2 .

» To jump ohoad, PRESS 3
+ 1o exil &t onylimo press «

T

To heas ulings In :
courw xa PRESS 2.

“OUALITY FASNIDN s O UR S PEC MLTY"

. Plymouth a1 Farmington Road » Lrvcniu I . (

421-3000 - ﬂ




