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builders rank highly In

1
their list of concerna, but tinanclal matters also continue to rank
highly. They ranging from conatruction linancing and worker

Builders look at critical issues |

By Gereld Frayloy v .
_ stal writar .

: Although no growth/slow growt

cosls to

financing.

t costs and infrastruclure-

* TOP 10 CRITICAL ISSUES

1 Wmlnﬁds n,
and wetland and eavir is- | 2. ¢ o @r
es stll) rank among the top con-| '3  workers' compensation {3)
. cerns, of buijlders natlonwide, the | 4 Davelopmeont costs (5) |
cost of dolng business is beginning o | 5. Growth/no growth attitudos (8) -

take precedence.

Or at least that's the result of the
tnost recent survey of bullders in the
Natlonal Assoclation of Home Build-
ers. .

6. Atfordable housing (6) '

7. Stormwater managemaont parmits (9}

8. Development Approval Process (10)
-.9. Impaci tees/davelopment fees (7)

10. General Infrastructura linancing (4)

" PROPOSED LEGISLATION
prohibiting wetlands
nances. Is being walched closely by
builders, he said. "Now, there Is no
consistency  (from  community « 10
community).”

A dircet result of each community
having its own rules governing de-

local ordi-

vploping in.and around wetlands is

worker compensation costs to devel-
opment costs and Infrastructure fi-
nancing alse returncd (o the top ten.

. Each year, the surveys
It members to find out which issues
are of crlical importance to the-

bullding industey and also to deter- .

mine which are new or emetging is-

sues, - according_ to Jay Shackford, .

NAHB president of public affairs.

AMONG CRITICAL issues there
were few surprises, he safl” (mpedi-.

. ments to building and development,
parttcularly wetlands and growth/no
growth attitudes, continued to rank
highly. . -

" As has been the case for the past

“ several years, wetlands — the right
to develop or not to develop them —

surve!

L the ability
to get doans and spend efficiently for
the, actual . construcilon “ work, re-

_ turned as the second most crltical Is-
sue for bullders on a natienal scale,

money spent on workers who are in-
jured or otherwise unable to work,
ranked third just as 1t did Jast year.

- Developtnent ‘costs, the wioney de-’

velopers spend to turn vacant fields

Into land with-potentlal for bullding-

moved up from fourth to fifth on the
top 10 critical fssues Ils¢. .

Intrastructure (inancing. an fssue.

builders are interestéd’In not . only
because the adequacy of infrastrue-

A final issue,. which has’ become
increaslngly important o builders in
recent years and really encompasses
alt of the above issues In onc way or

another, Is -affordable housing.=

- Shackford sald.

AFFORDABLE HOUSING, vhich .’
he sald..Worker. compensatlon costs,_remaing as the sixth most crltieal i
sue, ls* particularly. important in -

southeast . Michlgan where Jocal
bullders have been expressing con-
cerns that“the average pegson is

being priced out .of the dreaw of ~

“ owning a house,

Mighigan. bullders are much like -

thielr natlofial counterparts — envi-

" ronmental ‘pressures, legislative: fs- .-

_sues and everyday cost of business
makes doing what they do Increas..

""beyond what was intended when the

“locul conirol. Michigan welland laws

- who buy [and for

thit  developers, frequently “don’t
. know what to do and can make cost-
ly mistakes (for 1themselves, future
* homeowners and the wetlands them-
selves), he sajd. .
Tany local wetlands rules “go far

tdea of protecting wetlands was pro-
posed,” Caterino said. Even without

are some of strictest in-the country
— stricter than even federal pegula-
Ltions. v e o

. "EVEN IN the faircst interpreta-
tion of wetlapds, people are.getting

. better.

If house designers would just ask
me, you may have thought, I could
tell them what people really want
in 2 house. .

Well, here's your chance. Land-
mark Designs, in partnership with

. Obsesver & Eccentrlc Newspapers,
is asking you to tell thém cxactly
what features and amenlities. you
would include In your dream house.
Naw in its 15th year of designing
houses and writing a house deslgn
column, Landmark Designs, has

learned that readers can always °

teach them a thing or two. Or
more, ..

WHETHER YOU plan to bulld a
house, {I1ling cut the form can help
clarify your prefercnces. And It's
an opportunity to let your imagina-
tion soar. Landmark Deslgns -has

_provided the accompanying survey
form that Includes the same gtes-

Survey seeks dream
home specificatiorTs

Ounce the na‘?\/?c results of
the survey are Tallied, Landmark
will design a hational dream house.
.And because regional preferences
.vary widely, Landmark will design
a house to meet the specifications
preferred by Observer & Eccentric
readers. '

FLOORPLANS AND artist’s

- renderings of the dream houses

will- appear on these pages in the
spring. i .
Following publication of these
plans; Landmark will provide a
{ree set of working drawings to the

tirst person who is willing to build_

one of the dream houses and open
It to public display for a limited

time. .
‘Mall_forms to Londmark De-

. signs, Dept. 92, P.0. Box 2307, Eu-
gene Or. 97402, There is no charge

_ tions architects, deslgners and-real —{o-participate-in the survey. But

+"estate agents ask 1o determine cli-

ents' wants and needs.

Readers are encouraged to_at-
tach letgers, sketches or other com-
ments — the more detalled, the

those interested In receiving a copy
of the national survey rosulls must

- Include $4 to cover the cost of poas-

tage and printlng. Those persons
must Include thelr name and mail-

ing address,

‘hurt by this — and not Just develop-,
ers, but whoever happens to be-
standing when the music. stops.” Ca~
.terinosald. . . - con
* Developers, farmers, and
vesiipi

|
|
people 3
and re:- ¥

1992 DREA

GENERAL INFORMATION

_mnkmg%un_mg_._ul._sm:klord ture determines where they  can  ingly more difficult. . .
ands have been an dssue  build Dut also beeause 1t 1S a cost Romas CIICTInG, hewiy eecred

said. "W
{or years — and they promise to re-
- main an lssue." .
{Builders contlnue fo view wet-
12nds laws as an vnlawful taking of
rty because they deprive build-,

pre

c?:’i’fl the right to do pith their land
. aXtey see fit. W/

sGrowth/fio grdwlh pressures, an-

other perennial” top 10 finisher,

rénked tifth overall, afier ranking’
c¢lghth last year, he said. .

| ALTHGUGH 1SSUES like these

are problems for builders, thereare

..olher jssues that affect bullders and
all businesses, Shackford sald.

i “Flnanclal concerns- contlnue to

rank highly,” he said” Concerns rang-

Ing from constructlon financing and

While many of the critical issucs
nemain the same and return to the

builders are increasingly bé asked to
shoulder, dropped from 'fourth to
10th on the list.

BUILDERS ARE also_concerncd

. with issues that are legistative n pa-

ture, Shackford said.. Stormwater
-management and i1s permitting pro-
cess, which ‘s frequently. used to
block development or at Jeast slow it

- down, and the development approval

process, which has become incrgas-
ingly more localized and diverse,
‘continue ta trouble builders, he sald,

Stormwater management and lis
permliting  process moved from
nlnth te seventh on the list: develop-
ment- approval moved from 10 to
~eighth. e

president of Michigan Association of
Home Builders, sald while wetlands.
is the most important issue,  how
wetlands affect a builder depends on
where the bullder is working. .

MAHB also-keeps a semi-annunl
list of critleak issues,-Caierino safd.
1sdues like growth management, the
small business tax, infrastructure fi-
nancing and the state’s Plat Act are
all of great concern to builders, but
the top issue is wetlands.

Caterino sald in more developed
arcas like southeastern Michlgan,
builders are concerned that wetlands
are belng used as a’ tool 10 stymie
development; In rural arcas, there Is

slmply no adequate definition of

what a wetland is and is nat.

5Builder_$’ glimpse Qf_the

TOP1D.

ISSUES.

“rights. he said. "What we would like

* Most develof

trement” purposes arc essentially |

beigg - deprived of thelr propesty H

to see happen is that the politics get :

taken cut of the process.” - |

As for-more rural areas. — where |
.wetlands arc governed by state law )
.~ Catertno sald the problem is not |
palitles so’ much:as burcaucracy. |
rs fecl the definition |
of a wetland changes depending on
whase ‘desk the permit: application !
Jands. . L :

Builders have long been concerned
ahou Goemaerc-Andersop Act — |
the law that restricts development in |
and around wetlands — and Its am- |
bigultles and have lobbled for clear |
rules, definitions and procedures.

future -

emerging ‘tssues list s the appear-
ance of increasing lumber' prices as
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[Jst year alter year, emerglng ssucs
give the natlonal assocfation an ink-
llng of what may.happen in the ncar
ture, sald Jay Shackford, vice
. gresident of public

affairs for the na-
h .

onal 3 o
As In the case of the critical list,

n cmerging lssues list, he sald.
aste disposal, to the ability of
f 1d waste once a

o
rojcet s complete, to the difficult

environmental concerns rank highly

“Solld waste, from construction ’

hsk of s[{lng laridtlits-and

rs has ranked a3 the top emerglng
yauc for several years,” he sald.
Ground waler protection, which

burth this year, Shakford sald.
Closcly assoclated . with ground
ater protection ia the avallabidlty
1S CWTrITd WRter CApCity; hesar:
p recent years, municipal Infras-
Fuctre improvement has slowed sig:
diflcantly. :

s “That means bullders are belng

2sked to provide things once pald for -

' I

~ X

hinked second Jast year, dropped to’

want to buy, or, bullding water and
sewage facilities of systems for each
project that is agaln very pxpensive,
hesald.

SEVERAI EMERGING issues re-
volve around the abllity of builders
to compete and dp business.

One lssue is the avallabllity and
quality of tabor.

e

cupatlonal Safety and Health Adniin- |
istration inspections and safety and
health leglstation. ‘As builders are

ojects ‘requlre more time, and

erofore, cost more money — all of
.which Is passcd onto the.buyers, he
said, . o

THE DIGGEST SURPRISE on the
) ~

L \,

pﬁgar\ to rise again, lJumber was
short supply, and productlon has yét |
to catch up, Shackford sald, ]

Some builders have even gone a8

far as 10’ accuse the Jumber Industry !
— from lumber barons, to mills, to |

~ of {aking : 203"1!"01\!
f (tuailonand price gouging, he _P.0. Box 2207
0 S N Coomeongr 1 S
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