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" points of view

Wish for '92: new holiday mindset

" w5 THAT-ALL therels. . .isthat

all there is?”

So goes the prevalllng chant this
_time of year, what with the Decem-
ber hollday glutiony gone.

Once again It all has vanished. The
hard-as-a-hockey-puck fruit cake,
colorfully wrapped gllts under the
iree and that final glass of cham-
pagne downed before the dawn of
1992,

Instead iU's time lor, the post mor-
tem, the January malalse. Every-

body feels hung over {rom overdoing |

whatever It Is they do: Eating, dtlnk-
Ing. gallivanting about.

Those are somewhat forglveable
sins. What isa't is another kind of ex-
cess - the growing atiltude among

Amerlcans that Christmas s, first’

and foremost, a pig-oul on presents.
SOME ARE caught In a blatant
weh of materlalism’ instead of the

.. spirit of peace and goodwil). The eim-

phasls scems to be more on getting
than glving.

The question of the day (Dec. 26,

that is) increasingly is “Dld you get
what you wanted?"" -,

Unfortunately, many times the an-
swer is shocking. “No, 1 didn’t get
Super Nintendo* @ -, -

(. Tim
4 Smith

For too many Chrlst-
mas means litle more than a con-
test 10 sec who gets the highest plle.
After_all, have you lately put a
stopwatch 10 the time, it-actually

. takes for them to open their glits? -

‘But if you're wondering who's 1o

blame for this “give.me more” attl- '

tide, Jook no further than adults.

They are the Jolks, who — proba-
bly Insplred by countless advertlsing
pliches and an urge to have 169 glits
under .the tree insicad of ©168 —
shopped-untll-they-dropped - In Sep~
tember, October, November. .
~, probably oven today. .

HEY, THERE are plenty of
clearance sales to peruse and 50-per-
_cent-olf deals ta take advantage of.
Christmas 1992 is on its way,

OI course, I'm aa gullty of this as
anyone. But lo be truthful, I'have
tried to scate down the glit gorge in
my home and emphasize other *“non:
materlal” aspects. . i
* Those, fo cite fust a few, namely
are {riends, family and togetherness.

Many othcrs probably did the

_same, maybe due to the sluggish *
.« cconemy and uncerialn fulures. A

possibility exists that some realized

. we're sinking deeper into the quick-

sand of_greed and put a 1ld on their

spending.
Who knows how much that last
point entered the pleture? 7
But let me emphasize there's ab-
solutely nothing wrong with buylng
giits to give durlng (he holldays.
Wherg { have a problem'Is when peo-
ple shower presents on others mere-
. Iy to thump thelr chests or, when re-
ciplents scem to have a2 1ally sheet

Ing..
Get rid of the scorécard, please.
1f that can be done, changing our

mindsets for the next hollday scason *

isn't too Insurmountable a task as
far as New Year's resolutions go.

We sorely need an attltude adjust- |

ment, to rellsh homespun values
_ more than a pair of Nikes. ¢

Tim Smith is a staff reporter

tric.
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‘. Fam'ilyfsays G

thanksto.” -
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Totheeditor o

When Norman Ringe of Wilmarth .

Avenue collapsed'at home on Christ-
mas Eve morning, Olficers Dan Del-

“Jar and Richard Hennessy from

Farmington Publlc Safety answered
the 9-1-1 call for assistance.

.. Thelr. qulck response and emer-
geney procedures initlally sustained

“pis life untll the ambulance arrived

and the emergency team was able (o

- transport him to the hospital.

Offlcer Dellar then came ‘to the

- house Chrlstmas Day. He expressed

the team's concera about the out-
come and sald he was hesitant to in-

_quire, not ‘wantlag. to add-to any

griet, N
We wére most pleased to be able

. to tell him that Ringe was stabilized
* and, because of their (ast response,.,

there was no.brain damage due (o
lack of oxygen. e
We wish to publlely thank Officers

* Dellar and Heonessy for thelr per-
sonal expresslon of caring. We are.
" deeply moved by thls demonsiration
of their compasslon and concern for

others.
. ‘The Rigge family,

. Farmlagton °
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Increaseis

disguised as

tax renewal. -

“Totheeditor: . . = .-
Do you think It's honeat to dlsgulse,

2 tax increase as millage renewal?
That's exactly.what the Farming-
. ton School Board will be dolng If, in:
_stead of rencwing a_school millage.
at ls, “currently authorjzed” level,

the board asks volers for a full §

mills = 3 significant tax Increase.

Further, In cach of ‘the next six.
years, voted school millages will ex- .-

. pire and in each of these years the
. distrlet Is lkely to propose lo the

community
lages.

renewal of these mil-
1t this taétlc of a tax increase dis-

guised as o rencwal s used ‘each -

year, property taxes could Increase
15 percent in addition to assessment
Increases. - .

1'share communlty concerns re- *

‘garding state “aid recapture and

agree with the schoo] board that tax-

base sharing Is wrong.

1 believe it's good that they're
planning ahead as millages explre
and as state school funding contlnucs

. G change. A% the board looks ahcad, *

siowever, it should ask voters lo re-

portion of voted millages.

lage” wlll significantly increase our
* taxes. -

1 helleve that many of the people '

- that opposcd February's tax Increas-
- es would not,oppose a renewal of the
currently authorized millage vis-a.
vis a tax Increase. If school officials

seck a tax Increase, then they should -

show good falth by ‘hot-disgulsing it
. asa“repowal.” '

merlts-and be separate from any re-
... newal of current millages. - . "

' district the money assoclated ‘with
holding a mlitage election by adding

- any millage renewal as a ballat Issue
d‘urlng the annual school board elee-*
tion. :

excuse to holding costly speelal elec-
tions when they can be ‘comblned
with the regular annual elections.
The Farmington community sup-
ports good schools and contlnues to
fund our schools at one of the highest
_per pupil levels In the state. The stu-
dents, parents, and taxpayers de
serve honest treatment {rom school
officials, .
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new only the currently authorized

70 RENEW THE full "voted mil: |

" Ani increase should pass on ltsown .

The board could further save the . .

The board has offered no valld *

Tax Increases should not be dis-
. guised as “rencwals’ and fax Issucs
should be put on the ballot at the

same time board members seek re-

.electlon. S
A "' . Richard DeVrles,

Farmlagton Hlits*

" Opinions are
' to be shared

- . That's why the Farmington

- Observer encourages 6 read-
“ers to share, their views with -
others in the From Our Read-
ers column. . :

. itor tor publication is easy. Let- |
ters ‘should be typewrilten or
printed legibly and kept to 300 .

. words, Lelters must be signed -
and include 1he address of the |
sender. e

Names will be withheld only’
for the best of reasons, &nd

Ihe “decision o do so will be "

- made by the editor.

Letters should be mailed to:
lhe editor, The Farmington
Observer, 21898 Farmingtlon
Road. Farmington 48336,

Europe,

Jackson dishes
out his baloney

Jor the I}'vs!_ Bloemfield Eccen-

Submilling a letier 10 the ed- .

JIM BLANCHARD pegged the
ev. Jesse Jackson perfectly at the
1988 Democratic National Conven-
tion: *“left-wing baloney
warmed over McGovernlsm.”

+ Jackson Is stili dishing out balon-

cy. this time plagulng Blanchard's
successor, Gov. John Engler, over
the General Assistance welfare is-
sue. .

Jackson contends what the cure
for welfarc s Jobs, :

On his recent visit to Engler's

Jackson about “wellare dependen-
cy.” 1tis floundering reply Indicat-
¢d he didnt know what the guy was
* talklng about. . . .

GENERAL ~ ASSISTANCE,  the
program Engler and the Legisla.
ture ended Oct. 1,-1991, had been

phased in.’ . e .
‘GA pald adults with no children,

some disabled people Ineligible for

formai disability programs, those

out, -and parents who: no longer

thelr klds reached 18 and the par-
 ents stlll hadn't learned a job skill.:

polilical lefy's propositlon: That Job,

{are. .
Here

sistance caseload for; adults with-

“out klds and those on the Job Start

program: > - : - .
Fiscal Year 1980 — 74,937, -
Fiscal Year 1981 — 104,873, - :
Fiscal Year 1982 —~ 103,920,
Fiscal Year 1983 — 127,119. |
Fiscal Year 1984 — 141,958, .
:Fiscal Year 1985 — 124,684

' Fiscal Year 1906 = 109,704.

. Fiscal Year 1987 — 98,191,
Fisca) Year1988 ~ 93,310,

* Fiscal Year 1989 — 92,714, . °,
Fiscal Year 1990.—°100,722,
Flscal Year 1991 — 99,959,
Blanchard becamic governor In

Detrolt offlce, a reporter asked'

funded by the countics, — some of |
them, anyway == untll 1976 when ™
ataie  funding - and  rules “were.—save you the trouble: 3 677 percent

whose unemployment benefits ran .

“were eligible for- AFDC. because’ |
* and you make him free

Tut go back to Jackson's and the -
creatlon feduces the need for wel<

s the average General As-

Fiscal - Year 83 and four years lat-
Jecti

Tim -~
Richard

',;'_"fﬂf

hard's fautt.

GENEBAL ASSISTANCE had a
life of its own:

Unemployment today s In the 9
percent ballpark versus 16 1o 18

* percent In the bottom of the 1975

83 recesslon. Yet the GA leve) was
nearly the same In FY “90.

. The Rev. Lloyd Thicl recently

reported that In 1978 the Capuchin

:Soup Klichen in Detroit distributed

179,000 meals, and la 1990 it dis:
tributed 1,212,000 meals. .
If your calculator isn't handy, I'll

Increase.” . 3 ,

- “Anyone who comes 10 our kitch-
en-six months or more will come
the rest of their lives,” sald Thicl..

Or as the old saying goes: “Give
a man a {lsh, and you make him a
dependent slave. Teach him to fish,

Jackson can't grasp that. When
Jackson returns Jan. 15, Engler
needs 1o preach to him, not the
other wayaround. v

. THIS LEAVES us in a dilemma:
o God-fearing folks don’t like to

-see others go hungry, so they give.

Even agnostlcs and -atheists are
known 10 share this view. .
& But the more and longer we

* _give, the mote wha wind up as per-

petual clients. To pay for the ever-
increasing burden, we short-change
our schools, colleges, natural re-

" sources and the arts.

. Far from being a sclssorhands,

- Engler has replaced GA wlth a pew

disability program, EDGE (Educa.
tional Deslgn for Gainful Employ-
ment), a $60 million emergency

- sheller program, and so on. R

Esseptlally he juggled the pro-

er was or

on the basis that 600,000 new jobs

_had been ereated. . .
About half those jobs were fllicd

by people in the unemployment

line. A few were fifled by previous

were filled by those who had been
on General Assistance.

" In short, Blanchard's “Michigan
Miracle” only dented the welfare
caseload — which wasat Blanc-

AFDC recipients. And a very few’

grams to federal match-
ing grants. The result of his al-
legedly conservative action was a
$5.9 billion soclal services bill.—
the highest in Michlgan history.
The cure for welfare dependen-
cy? I don't know. But at least some
of us know the cancerous phenome-
non exists. Jesse Jackson doesn't.
Tim Richard reports reglariy

- on the local implications of state

and regional events.

As founders of The Michigan Eyecare Institute, Or. William Ayers
Tave been a1 the farefront of Ophthalmologic breakthiaughs, Thuy were the first Ophihal-
mologists in the state to develop or utilize:? . R

© YAG laser surgery for treatment of secondary cataracls

» Novd Cunve Tens, designed especially for the YAG Jaser sumery

 Excimer faser surgery (or treatment of glaucoma - .

« Radial Keratotomy for correction of neassightedness
These laser surgeries are fast, virtually painless and they require:
* no hospital stay or recovery time. - !
The founders of Michigan Eyecare Instil
on their state of the an surgical technicuies to other physicians throughout North America,

Russia and the Far East, If yiu are nedmighted, farsighted, or suffer from cataracts
or glaucoma, Michipi.\n Eydcare Instituté can help. - . . v

Complete qﬁa‘lilY eye care at affo;dable prices.

5 convenient' neighborhood locations to serve you:
29877 Telegraph, Suite 100 R
Southficld, M1 48034 . Do
. - 3522606 . . e
‘) . . 18002384643 . - R .
1455 Levan L5050 Schacter | 2061 Wt Road Fuher Building *
Suite € 101 . Destbormn, M1 48126 Teenton, ML AB1Y Suite 8§74
. Livonia, M 48154 5827440 N 6755000 Derait, Ml 58202
463701 . 0722626

The Michigan. Eyecare
Institute is known' for - its
pioneering- breakthroughs. -
Staffed by specialists who
‘have developed and refined
the latest medical techniques,
the Michigan Eyecare Instrtute
specjalizes in treating and
eliminating " disabling eye
disease. ' .

and Dr. Mark Rubinsmin,»

wte conduct courses in sumgery and have loctured




