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Tax assessments
stay at '91 level

Property owners who are not
part of the class may
still provide the board wlth a letter
of appearance — that would be
constdered for 1993.. These: forms
are avallable at the assessor’s off-
lee. Keep in mind, however, that at |
lcast this year, board members’
hands ace tled. If under the freeze
. you are not atlowed to appeal, the

assessors office wlll not make an
+ appointmient foryou. -

- “What the board of review sit
values at in-1991 will be the value
in 1992,” Babb sajd.

Under the freeze, however, you
may appeat to the board If you
bought, say a house In 1991, and the
former ‘owner didn’t appeal In
1991, B o

“By law, you can appeal the 1991
assessmenl to the' board. But.tax
- day .is still Dec. 31, 1990 and-the

board’ must review it as of 1990

and cannot use 1991 sales in their..

review,” Babb said, .

- Hardshlp cases may continue to
_appear before the review board in
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swimming pool, and property
changes with tosses, such as fire or .
filling In a swimming pool.’ = """~

Assessments from the state Tax
Tribunal — reductions from 1991
will be for 1992 — as well as new
constructlon alsa are consldered
excluslons to the freeze, Babb sald.

“The only homeowners the
freeze helps are the ones who areé
In an lncreasing market. We have *
several neighbashoods that are in-
creasing in value, The Increase will
be delayed with the frecze,” Babb
satd.

The freeze, however, will burl
property owners in nelghborheods
‘where the market is decreasing.

*The guy [t hurts (s the one who

Just bought a house for less than
the assessment,” Dabb sald.. "l
have some nelghborhoods where
we're over 50 percent of current
sales. In o norma) assesalng year, T
fwould be lowering these assess--
ments.” N T
3 Tn other words, “anyihlng that
shappened In the' market place In
1991, Is lost in e freeze,” Babb.
‘contlnued, o L
+ Suppose you bought o house as-,
sessed at $120,000. That gives it a
‘market value 6f $240,000. Remem-
+ber, the property freeze is in effect.
{1f you only paid $220,000, you're
jout of luek this year to argue that
ithe assessment should be™" de- |
lercased, The reverse also s true,
yBabb satd. .
1 The freeze also limits the type of
sappeals the three-member board of
irevlew can hear. "Anyonc whose
iassessment Is frozen cannot appeal
étothe board of revlew," Babb said.

appealed previously for hardship
will recelve an application with a
lotter of "explanation in the mall

thisyear. * - i

‘What happens in 1993 depends on
voters who'will have the opportunl-
ty In Navember to cast their bat
fots for some kind of property tax
changes. RIght now, at least three
proposals are possible. °

One, -a constltutional amend-
ment, would tlmit property tax as-
sessment_increases on” resldentla)
property {0 5 pereent or the rate of
inflatlon, whichever is less, Anoth-’
er would JImit the increases to 3
percent. And still another to 2 per-

cent.

In 1993, if there are no changes
by volers In November or the
(state) Legislature after Novem-
ber, wo will go back to assessments
-as usual,” Babb said. -

In 1993, market condlilons would
agala_be consldered, :

, THE BOARD will meet March §-
jil. But members will ony hear
:appeals from property owrlers who
fall into the exclusions class, such
Jas property splits or combinations, .
‘or new construction. i

1991, Property owners who have.| .

N“ewﬂ mEIYOf- says thlnk positive |
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Even without an agenda of his own

for 1993, Grant made it clear he
wants to focus on the positive [n the
coming year.

“Those that know me ean fell you

that for scveral months I have been
saying that my number one priority
as mayor will be posltlve public re-
lations.”

Grant referred ta an Obaervcr'cdl-. ’

torial and a challenge to the new
mayor 10 Improve the clty's public
Image and rebulld publle. trust.
Though-Grant said he disagrees with
the Observer’s opinlon that there is
wide. public distrust, he sald he
would accept’ the challenge “in the
splrit of providing Jeadership which
dispells any sense of distrust.”

GRANT ALSO challenged the Ob-

. server “to let councl! and our staff

know how they would llke us to com-

municate to them so that we can la-

surc all the facts are known before

- an lssue goes to press.”

-The new mayor also sees 1992 as

..“n year of oppartunity and a year of

challenges:"
®.the sccond phase of the 12 Mlle
boulevard will be finished.
~® the city will buy 83 acres {the
old 'sod farm. on Elght. Mile} for
youth sporis flelds.

@ by fall, Grant hopes recommen- |
dations from three ad hoc commit- ~

teed will become plans for the devel

" apment.of the youth sports park, the

Pcltz-MDOT land, and a senlor adult
facility. .
o negotlations wlill continue, be-

twéen the Farmington Communlty
Library and the board of trusiees of".

Oakland Community - College-Ore-
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New Farmington Hills Mayor Jonathan Grant (lefl) takes the mayor's gavel from outgeing
Mayor Aldo Vagnozzi Monday night. . . :

for the new recycling program. A
survey of residents may be conduct-
«cd ta determine publlc oplnion.

hard Ridge campus to merge public  of the bond proposal to expand the

and college library services. 471h District Court for a third Judge.
o the councll wlll face the. chal- ® the counci! will be faced with’

lenge of the November 1991 defeal . levying a tax or charglng p user fee
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PACKAGE SHIPPING and OFFICE PRODUCTS
FAX sorvices avallable!  The quality you'd expect, atlower

'ku»uppmuaemmtwl $aja ends January 15, 1992, prices than you'd expect.




