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-‘.Madam_e Bovary’ ada'pts beautifully to the Screen_
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‘Charles Bovary (Jean-Francois Balmer) 1akes his wlic. Emmoa (lanbellc Huppert), 1o the cpem in

Claude Chabrol's

“Mndnmn Bovary."

‘Ladyhawke' doesn’ soar‘

‘I it had been done more success-
{ully, "Ladyhawke” would have been
the kind -of ‘movle T would really

have liked. Through some [Efy direct- -
* ing and inappropriate casting, the

{iim never reallzes it potentlal.
The 1985 fllm, directed by. Rich-
ard Donner; tells ‘the story of a

", knight and'his true love, kept apart

by a curse from an evil bishop. -

Duteh actor Rutger Hauer and Mi-

chelle Pleiffer play the ill-fated lov-

crs, one of the fiim’s strong polnts.
* Hauer, an imposing looking and

stalwart knjght, has returned to kifl

the bad guy, a revenge he'll seitle for

- even If the evit bishop's death won't
-, break the spell. Naturally, the blshop

learns .he’s back and trles to have

. him killed, !cndlng to some nlce ac-"-

-tfon scenes.
So far so good Pfelffer is ap-

“propriately graceful and Jovely as .

Michelle
Pleitter trades
In her sultry
look to play the
lead in “Lad-
yhawke,” @
{ilm that hardly
soars 1o ila po- .
|enlial

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT

When Claude Chabrel sct oul 1o
tackle a screen verston of "Madame
Bovary,” ie stuck close to his source
— the classic novel by Gustave
Flaubert.

“1 declded to be absolutely faith.
ful,” the director has said in' later-
views. “All the dialogue, all the
phrases from the film are taken, al-
most 10 the comma, from the book, I
wanted 10 make a film that Flaubert
could have made himsell.”

Along the way Chabrol has creat-
ed a masterplece of his own. Cur.
rently on screen at the Maple The.
atre in Bloomficld, “Madame He-
vary™ s
examination of .a woman breaking
free of the restricilons of her time,
escaping Inlo passions that eventual-
ly lead to her destructlon,

Isabellc Huppert plays Emma Bo-

" vary, the 19th-century tragic heroine

who marries a doctor (Jean-Francois
Talmer), has a child by him, but then

finds hersel{ trapped. She sgeks the

luxuries of lavers ‘and shopping
sprees that Lhe family can't alford:

perfectly captured the rustic French

- villages of the previous century, He

has alse chosen actors who become

“ breathing embodiments of thelr, lil—n

crary counterparts,

Huppért, "whoworked with Cha-
brol on the controversial “The Story

. of Women,” has an amazing quality
that atlows her to look both plaln and -
stunningly  beautiful at the - same

time. She begins the film grim-faced,

even alter an clegant .ball that.she|

P pass the popoorn
i

LeAnne Rogers

the female lead, but she Isn't that
© wimpy swooning 1ype of female that
we've all seen ad nauseum.

PFEIFFER AND Hauer do a pret-

ty crediblejob in creating a roman-
tle couple consldering the few scenes
they have together due 1o lhc machi-
nations of the plot

It's also to these actors’ credit that

thelie characters have.any impact.

The majority of character develop-
ment comes through thelr own skills
and presence as actors rather than

the thin seripl.

Veteran chacacter -actor Leo
McKern does his usua) journcyman
work as a boozy cleric who redeems
himself by helping the couple, whom
hé had counseled before they.-in-
curred the wrath of the bishop.

Stage actor John -Wood plays the
bishep as a bug ¢yed wooden statue.
‘Thanks to the lack of a strongly de-
veloped viltain, most of the plot is
bosne by the curse and the efiorts to
reunite the Jovers.

The biggest {ly in the ointment is
Matihew Broderick as a petty thief,
‘the only person to escape from the
prison below the bishop's castle. The
knight voerces the young thlef Into
hetping him get into the heavily
guarded castle by bn:klrnck!nx his
escape route.

Brodefick gives an incredibly stitf
performance, speaking allernately
In . a .wisecracking conlemporary
patter or with a stilted sort of Brit-
ish accent. Overal), he's really Irel-
tating.

EVERYTHING IN the film looks

niee although everyone seems awlul-
1y ncat for folks living in the Middle
Ages. The Impact on the cars sp't so
nice with a pop score by Alan Par-
sons that is as tremendously: inap-
propriate as it is irritating.

Director Donner has made some
much belter films in his career In-
cluding “Inside Moves,” “Superman”
and “Lethal Weapon.” This Isn’t one
of his most memorable efforts. It
does rather waste his' talents :md
those of his cast.

This probably isnt too bad a ro-
mantic adventure for pre-teens whe
won't be overly eritica) about the

. thin writing and poor acting fram

some of the leads.
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as the best tlme of her life.

The depression returns. ‘Emma -
seeks the help of he church, but the .

pastor only makes her feel guilty for

. her moodiness while the less for:

tunate starve.

Soon she allows )lv.rscli to be
swept off her feet by a smooth-talk.
ing .aristocrat. Then she turns to a

clumsy young romantic. Both turn*

out 1o be cads. hen the first skips
out on his. promise to run away with
her, Emma’ breaks down. Her hus.

band fawns at her bedside through- *

out, neglecting his patients and
throwing the family decper lnto
debt,

A master of turning the tables on
moral issues, Chabrol --obviously
with the d

Charles, but alse points out the feol-
ishness of blind sainthood. His puppy
dog affection and. lack of oplnions

grows grating. He's ignorant of the »

money that surrounds him In expen-
sive carpeting, drapes and Emma’s
clothing.

LURKING throughout the film Is

a conniving .Shylock .who t1empts .

Emma with lmported finery from

‘the big city, He allows her to use

credit and when she can't pay, prom.
issory notes and’ inflated tnterest
sink her.deeper and deeper Into debt.

Huppert has called Emma Bovary
“an eternal feminine archetype,” a
femninist hefore her time. In a time
when divorce was out of the ques-
tion, Emma used the. resources

a  beautifully realized-
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available to her (mestly her connive
ing) ta {ly abuve the boredom.

. Flaubert's characlers are indeed -
tineless. The modern "bom to shop™

philosophy and rcliance on credit

* cards proves that Emma Bovary
sti)) walks among us at suburban
:hopping malls.

SCREEN SCENE

UI:NIOIT FIL'\I THEATHE, De- -
troit Inslilute of Arts, 5200 Wood-
ward, Detroit. Call m~z7ao for in.
formation. ($5)

“Rhapsody In. August”. (Japan —

1991), . Jan. 17-26 -{call for show
times). Four children spend a sum-
mer with their. grandmother, who
shares wlth them: hef. ' memories of

* brothers and sisters and her hus-
.VETENAN " dircctor Chabrol has -

band, whe was-killed by the atomle
bomb exploesion in Nagasaki. Rich-
.ard Gere plays the woman's Japa-
nese-Amegican nephew (n the open.
ing film of the DFT'S new'season,

HENRY FORD CENTENNIAL
LIBRARY, 16301 Michigan,” Dear-
born. Call 943-2037 for lnlm’m:llon
(Free)

-~ 1968}, 7 p.m. Jan. 13: Franco Zef-
firelli directed perhaps the best film
_version of Shakespeare’s classie ro-
mance. Stars Olivia' Hussey and

Leonard Whiting were just 15 and 17 -

at the time of {ilming. Laurence Oli-
vier-and Michacel York also appear,”y
along with & fabulous scare by \mc
Rota.

- MAGIC BAG THEATRE CAFE,

22918 Woodward, Ferndale. Call
544-3030 for Information. ($3; $2 stu-
dents and sendor citlzens)

“Tune ip Tomorrow™ {USA —
1990}, 8 p.m. Jan. 13-14. Based ¢n the
autobjographical novel by Mario
Vargas Llosa, the story 'of & young
radio newswriter (Keanu Reeves),
who falls In love with his scattered
Auat’ Julia. He receives advice for
the lovelorn. from a whacked-out
scriptwriter in an over-the-edge pet-
formance by Peter Falk.

“Urgh! A-Music War™ (Britaln —
1981), '11:30¢ p.m. Jan. 17-)8. Price-
less concert foolage captures the
-early :'80s™ most innovative rock
groups, ‘including - The Police, The
Go-Gos, XTC, The' Cramps, Joan
Jett, Gary ‘Numan, Pere Ubu and a
wild goy named Klaus Nomi, who
has apparently sunk’ into oblivion
(along with many of the performers
here} stnce the filtn was Initially re-
" leased. :

MAPLE TIIEATRE, 4135 W.
Maple, Bleomficld ‘Township. Call
855-9090 for-show times. (§6; ¥2.95
1wilight)
l\lavhme Bovary”

{France —

“Rarmeo and Juliet” (Britain/laly A

IWI)‘— French “New Wave" direcior
Claude- Chabrol tackles Gustave
Flaubert’s novel .about Emma Bo-
vary, whose longing for romance re-
sults in several fustful {lings and Jux-
ury spending on borrowed moncy.

'MICHIGAN THEATRE, 603 E.
Liberty, Ann Arbor. Call 668. 8397 .
for ‘tnformation. (35 $4.25 students
and senior citizens) ,

“dimi’ Hendrix “on’ the Isle of
Wight" (USA — 1891), through Jan.
<17 (eall for shaw times), The gultar
legend s captured In concert just 18
days before his untimely death.
Here. on England’s Isle of Wight, he
delivers a superb set Including “Voo-
doo Child" and “Red House."

“The ‘ Bicycle Thief™ (ltaly —
71949}, 7 pam. Jan. 14-15. In post-war
Rome, an fallan worker has his bike
stolen, and his tife Is devastated. He
and his son spend days scarching for
it [n vain so that he can keep his job.
Stil anc of the great ones.

¢ . STATE WAYNE THEATER,
:-35310 Michigan West, Wayne. Call
" 3254600 for information. ($2; $1
:hlhlrcnundscnlorvcmzcn.!) X

+ ‘Double feature — “The Sound of
Music" (USA — 1965) and “High
“Slerra” (USA -— 1941}, Jan. 15-19
(call for show times), In the first, Ju-
lic Andrews stars in ‘the -syrupy
Redgers and Hammerstein musical
based on the life of the Von Trapp
family, who fled from the Nazis in
their natlve Austrla. In “High Sler-
ra;" Humphrey Bogart has one of his
best early roles as “Mad Dog” Earle,
a killer with a soft heart. Ida Luplno
‘co-stars,

\\INDSDR FILM 'HIEATRE
2135 Wyandotte St. Weat, Windsor.
Call {519) 254-FILM for information.

“The Adjuster” (Canada ~ 1991),
Jan. 14-20 (call for show times). In
the latest film from the talented To-
ronto-based director Atom Egoyan,
an odd collection of stories unreel. In

.one, an insurance adjuster and his

. wife live In a grand house in the mid-
dle ‘af nowhere. In another, a
wealthy couple live out bizarre sexu-

-.a] fantasies through role-playing
games. Definitely worth a drive over
the bridge to check out.

— John Monaghan
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DISC@VER

Olymplc Gold Medalist
SCOT HAMILION

Qlymple Silver Medalist
BRIAN ORSER

Olympic Silver Medalist

- ROSALYNN SUMNERS -

Olympic Bronze 'Niudﬂul}sl
DEB| THOMAS

7:30

St::turdoy, January 18, 1992
Joe Louls Arena

TICKETS: $25 & $18

W
am, Ollq
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Olympic Gold Mudnllsls
EKATERINA GORDEEVA &
SERGEI GRINKOV
Otymplc Sliver Medalists
KITIY & PETER CARRUTHERS

U.S. National Dance Champlons
SUSAN WYNNE & JOSEPH DRUAR
Olymplcns
lEA ANN MILLER &
BILL FAUVER

p.m. .
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RIB . Uimited Gold Circle Seats Avaliable.
Greot seats now available ot the Jae Louis Arena Box Office and
Al ExElyasyEa. Centers o Charge by Phone.(313) 645-6666
Use your Discover* Cord atthe Joo Louls Arena Box Officé and receive preferred
seating. §1 per ficket will be donated to the Make-A-Wish Foundation® of Michigan,
. For general licke! Informatlon, call (313) 567-6000
For group rate Informatlon, call (313) 567-7474 .’Lq
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