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By Casoy Hans
staif welter

The ldea of expanding the Muie-
. wood Square shopping center, tn-
cluding adding an anchor .groce!
store, has been revived by the Bez-
tak Bullding Co.
Although a simllar expansion
proposal was shot down by the clty
councll * In Jate 1989, Insiders

Rejected in ’89, Muirwood expansion revived

‘It's kind of an open
thing — 1 don't know
how it will be viewed
this time, There's
been some changes
in the area, and we
have some new

predict current condi-
tlons and the closing of a Kroger
store In recent months jus! one
. mile down the street” at Halsted
could play a part ln the decislon
thistime, © -
Muirwood Square is at the north-
west corner of Drake and- Grand
River. .

-commissioners heard Beztak’s re-
. -vamped propo:
and will-bold a public hearing on
« rezoning. properly at. Mnlnvood
Squarc on Thursday, Feb. 20
“It’s kind of an open thing — I
don’t know how I{ will be vlcwcd

~mian, “There's been some changes
tn the'area; and we have some new
commissioners. Maybe economles

“But that's-not for the planning
commlssion to’ decide.” We must
Took at land use.”

The Beatak praposal is slightly
different from the one brought to
* the city in 1989,

 up some commerclal zoning to.the
north, and is proposing that multl-
family zoning be used as an open
space, Deztak-also wants the option
to usc that land for a future club-

. house or day carc center for the
neatby Mulrwood Apartments,

additionat trafflc off Drake Road
and keep the shopplng center's
loclljls on Grand River, Bllzman
sald. - : .

" THE PROPOSAL would report-
.square feet of retall to the west and
business space, making a new cen-
fer of (105,000 total square feetl.
More detatls about the profect are

. meeting.
Plans Include space for a 40,000-

rARmmsroN'nius planning’
sal’ Thursday ‘night

“ihis- {lme,” sald Milis_Planning’
Commisslon chairman Paul’ Bliz- .

- Is contlnuing to be a factor there,. "

The company s offering to give’

Beztak has also wants to keep -

'cdly include demollshing - 30,000,

adding 80,000 square feel of new -

expected to be glven at the Feb. 20

s,’
— Paul Blizman
chairman,

planning commission

.&hey had no firm commitments

from any grocers to date. .

According to informatlon from
city planner Ed Gardlner. Beztak
seeks ta:

@ Rezone 2.4 acres on the north
edge of the complex from. B-2,
community business distriet, to
RC-2 which ls a multi-famlly zon-

_ing. The parcel fronts Brake Road.

® Rezone about - half, or 6.15

. aeres of a 12.38-acre parcel west of

Muirwood Square from multi-faml-
1y residential to B.2, community
business. distrlet. That parcel
fronts Grand River.
- @ Rezone one acre of P-1, park-
ing district, on the center’s westemn
border to B-2, community business
distrlct. Gardlner said that .would
allow Beziak more flexibllity in de-
signing any changes to the center.
The proposed changes would
give Beztak a net gain of about

_3%-.acres of : commerctal -space, . *
Gardliner . sald, .compared * with

mom than cight in the 1989 propos:

AI-‘TEI'l A un.’mlmwus p]nrlming .

-

in Farmlnglon Mllla phows Elros Drugs. The pharmacy (s stifl

tio phato

This 1989 photograph of the Muirwood Square shopping ccnler open, but Ernic's restaurant and the golf store to the right are’

gone.

most recent proposal. L
Mcanwhile, off s in neighbor-
Ing downtown Farmington say they
will consider taking a.position on
the project at the Febru-

Expansnon proposal

vor of the cxpanslon in 1989, city
council members voted down the
rezoning saylng it"did not follow
the cliy’s master plan. They also

.- questloned how much of a hardship

the center was facing. -

Four of the five councll mem-
bers who voted agalnst the expan-
slon. — Terry Sever, Nancy Bates,

Jon Grant, and Aldo, Vagnozzl — -
“still sit on the councl.

Current
councll ‘members Ben Marks and
Larty Lichtman voled for the pro-
posal lwo years ago,

Recently elected councilwnman
Joanne Smith, former chair of the
planning commisslon, was in favor

- of the expansion in 1989, Retlred
. councllwoman Jean :Fox “vated

~velopment, |

ary Downtown’ Development, Au-
thority board mceting. The DDA
board apposed a Muirwood Square
expansion in 1989, saying a major a .
grocery there could have a detri- y
mental Impact on downtown rede: :
rezoning request but ake no action.

® Feb. 16, 1983 — a public hearing is held before
1he planning commission, which recommends denlal of
he rezonlng. Beztak withdraws its request. :

A three-year history precedes this application 10 ex-
pand the Muirwood Square shopplng center at Drake
and Grand River in Farmington Hills,

Since 1988, proposed expanslon of the :nnler. owned .

y Beatak nunmng Co., has brought both opposition ® Aug. 3, 1989 = Beztak resubmits a plan and the
afd 'support from arca businesses and residents and planning commission, agatn, studics the request.
has dlvlded who made deck @ Nov. 16, 1989 ~ commlssioners hold another pub-
about it. tic hiearing and recommends approval of rezoning.

Businesses In the ccmer would welcome the expan- @ Dee, 14, 1989 — the Farmington Hills City Coun-
_ sion, which would -add a 40,000-square-foot anchor cil denles rezoning request.
store — !lkclyasuperm:u et. . @ Jan. 9, 1992 — Beztak appears before planning

DDA board member ﬂobcrl
Fltzpatrick said he Is willing to
look at.the merits of the 'most re-
cent proposal. -

“You kind of have to walk a
line,” he sald, “It's clear that's a
shopping center that’s in trouble.
1U's close enough: we- have to be
scasitive to nnylhlng that can be-a
possihlc: blight.” v

Flizpatrick sald m:m) peoplc do

“squnm-!oo( anchor, ‘which would -
likely be a grocery store, Blizman
said. ncxmk officials told the clty

against the measure at that time.
Beztak- officlals could not be
reached for mmmenl about their

linked as onc
tommun)ly\ .

not realize the boundary:llnes be- Those opposed to it cite l.ramc :md P as posing another rezoning for the
‘tween the two citles, and that they major problems. . . Muirwood Square property. A public hearing on the
are, many times, The timeline: matter s scheduled before the planning commission on

® .Dec. 1,1988 — planning commissloners study a

‘Thursday, Feb. 20.

Man gunty of negllgent
homicide. in Jogger deaths

. An Oakland County Clrcull Court Jury took lm than '
" seven hours Thursday to find former Novl resldent Ken-

* neth Loveday guilty of negligent homicide In the June 5 -

deaths of Yusuf Harunln nl Novl nnd Albert Abdtlnour .

“of Livonta.

‘Abdelnour, ¢4, owned the Mendaw l’hanmcy and *

Party Store on Farmington Road In Farmington Hllls.
" Laveday, 20, had faced the more scvere charges a!

involuntary manslaughter with a motor' vehlcle for.

striking the twe joggers with his Jeep on-Eight Mile

.Road In Novl.

.- Manslaughter witha muiar vehlcleisa Ielany punlsh-
able hy up to 15 years In yrlson The maximum charge,
for . s two yumn
Sentencing 1s set for Jan. 22

-“The Jury's lesser-verdict drew cries of outrage Imm
the dozen family members and several friends of the

Joggers gathered at Oakland County Clreult Court. Ab- -

delnour's brother Basim stormed out of the courtroom

saying , “It’s not falr,” while Hananla's wife, Anzela, .

and her mother bcgnn sobblng and lcxumlnz
frant row of spectators.

‘ ONE FAMILY member screamed “murderér!" while .
Jnnlhcr colldpsed nnd had to be led nut of the cond- °

< Ilnn:mia 38, was an engincer and vice pruldcnt with
Singh D Corp. in Blr
ehitdren attend Northvllle schools.

The chnrge of negligent homicide lnvolvm “‘ordinary
negligence,” O'Brlen told the ]nry Thursday., "silghl
nogligence Is not a ceime at all,” he said.

“Loveday said aftcr the trial that he believed the ver
digt was fair. “It’s what I expected,” ho sald, bdnre
being told by his mother not lo say anything else

He was relcased on $100,000 bond. - ™

“Retatlves of the two dead men conunucd to prolcsl
the verdict Friday.

1 was very, very ashamed of our fustice mlem ys-
terday,” Baslm ABdelnour said, “What does It Lake to
gét a manslaughter convietion . . . .2.Does JL:take more
than two people belng murdered?

. Angela Hanania sald she feared the un(ence wnuld
scmi the wrong message to other drivers. .

““That verdict yesterday sent a message out to every
kid that smokes pot and drinks that If you drive and kil

samebody, the maximum you'll get Is slx months to two |

years,” she sald. "That jury and judge sent & message
out 1o the klds that they won't be prmuted (o the full
exient of the law."

SOTHER FAMILY members were cqlullly dl:gusled
with Loveday’s verdict.

Z*He didn't get what he deserved,” sald Anwar Georgc
akhe waited on customers Friday at Meadow Phaima-
cy, George is first cousin to Lalla ‘Abdelnour, Albert’s

* widow, who now runs the famlly business,

“Assistant Prosecutor Roman Kalytlak was hamyemd
{rom the start of Loveday's rial'by Judge Francls X.
QBrlen’s refusal to admit evidence Kalytink decmcd
cruclal to hls case.

‘I was very, very ashamed
of our justice system
yesferday.

— Basim Abdelnour
victim's relative

evidence during an illegal scarch. “Ine detective never
obtained a search warrant.

The judge alsd barred testimony lrum Brlan Esch- '
. bach, a former (ricnd and reommate af Loveday's; re-

garding Loveday's ‘past driving habits. Eschbach had
previously testified he and Loveday had been involved
In several “near, misses” while driving and that the two
would swerve towards oncoming tratiic and pedc:muns
as a game.

Eschbach did testify at last week's trail, over abjece
tions by the defense, that he saw Loveday use marijuana
while the two were living together.

" LOVEDAY ALSO had a previous i criminal history of
drug tnyolvement, a fact never revealed at the trial. He

. 'pleaded guilty to possession of more than five grams of

is three-. '

marijuana at Plymouth's 351h District Courl two days
before the joggers were kilted,

Loveday -was charged with kllllng brnlhemln lay
Hananfa and Abdelnour at about 8 a.m. on June 5. Lov

* day, was driving west on Elght Mile just east of Beek -

Road when he struck the two joggers with his .leq\
Wrangler, instantly killing them bath.

Loveday told pollee after -the aceident that_be
swerved (o avoid an oncoring pickup truck, but other
witnesses to the Incident did not” rccall secing any such
vehicle.

‘The prosccution’s case hinged on proving 1hat buve-
day demonstrated ""gross negtigence™ n his drlving, and
thay the gross negligence was responsible for the
Joggers® deaths,

Defense atlorney Jerry DAvnnxo whao characterized

* the accident as “an unfortunate tragedy,” argued durlng

- testimony, ridicullag his clatm that he attempted and
then Loveday succeeded in rolling the cigarette while -
waltingata traftic Jight, and showing that Glbson never -

~0'Brien ruled that lullmuny regarding the xtmnl:u .

oFa marljuana clgaretle, or “roach,” found In Loveday's
Jtep 20 days aiter the Incldent be stricken from the
record, afier defense attorney Jerry D'Avanzo protested
that Northville City Det. David Fendelet obtalned the

his closing staternent Tuesday. “This is fate and circum-
stance, Jadles and gentlemen. Nobody could have
plnnned this -sort of thing hnppcnlng ln a hundrtd
ycm

* The prosecution’ called 12 leneuu during tbe two-
day trial, including Jeep passenger Michae) Gibson,
Glbson testitied that he and Loveday smoked a matijua-
na cigarette about 15 minutes before the Incideat,

BUT D'AVANZO punched several hotes In Gibson's

actually saw Loveday smoking the cigarette.

D'Avanzo also suggested that Glbson changed his
original story 20 days after the incident, when faced
wlth potential p for of

Both Glbson and drlvers who wiinessed the incldent
or its immediate aftermath agrecd that Loveday was
driving properly right Up until he struck the Joggers.

.The defense resied without calllng any wllmssu of
its own and Lovedoay dld not take the stand,
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Sat., Jan. 18 & Sun,, Jan. 19

Sign up now and save 20% on class supplies!

* Now's your chante 10 sign up for a retresher course

1 kniting. perfect your painting lechniques, of master
anew crah that eeally shows off your creative falents
Stop 1n now 1o meed our nstrudors, check out 1ho

ed ::mws. and decde which eralt
1o Laka! .
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