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Green-up
Environment takes stage at auto shows

I important to both the auto
industry and general public have been

T

HE WORLD'S great auto
) sliows have slways been n
stage for new Y.
a plnce where an .
iucmlnbly complex industry mects
0 strut. posture ond tuke sideways
alances at its competition. N
- But'n deamatic change is in *
evidence this year, as major ayto
_shows ~— Frankfurt, Tokyo and
riow Detrait — tuke on some of the

troppitigy of o polulv:ul convtn\mn '
. US. und Eirope

as well.

Jasues important to lmlll the .
nuto industry and genesal public
lzave been lrxnucxlcmp. both the
speeches and the énrs on display.

Fuor perbups the first time, the auto
manulncturers not enly want to
ntereat people in their wases, ducy
wang to he listened to:

The chinge emerged first at

ny's Frankfurt nuto
hield tast spring ~ as usoal,
the fiest major European show, tlw
pathering that traditionally
p‘mvndc! lse litmus test of new
autumotive technology heading for
1he world's markets.

For decades, Frankfurt hus been .

the venue wherr horsepower wirs

g both the speeches and the

- cars on display. For perhaps the first
time, the auto manufacturers not only
want to interest people in their warea, .

. they want to be Irstened to. - -, :
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new Jefferson Avenue plant, The
new models are being pkchcd as
the cars that will Ysave' Chrysler,
and sales ncc:plance Is certainly
critical to the urvival of the
company.. .

Likewise, the new Ford ‘Taurus,
GM intermediates and new Ford
and Chevy trucks fepresent the |
largest investment fn new models
scen in severol years.

. INTHE bnckgmund is ongolng

debate In the U.S. Congress ubeut :

Al of which lcnds up to Detreoit,”
which has enferged in tecent yenra
as o major forwn for world duto

*{ssties, us well o3 a'stepping:olf

point for new hardwure: .

The "green theme™ pursued at
Frapkfurt and Tokyo is being
shipped whulesale to Detroit, . -

where U.S. consumers will get their

first Jook at the fikes of Nissan's

- ond BMW's electric carai the

Handa higheefficiency engine; and

even Mercedes and Audi's

* outrageous, but all-aluminum

sporta ears.

‘BUTIT'S o theme that mixes
tably with the teality of

I;u-m where claims
afe argued aml the major Kalian
designers demonstrate why every
amjor suto manufacturer in the
warld tuéns to Turin for advice on
Dow u propee car should look.

THIS YEAR, the theme was nir |

pollution. A decides-old issue in
- the United states, duting back to
ancient talk-show jokes-ubout Los
Angcles smog, alr pollution in West
Gennany was identificd strongly
with the obscrved decimation of
trees just'a decide ugo — ai
cireumstanee thut quickly led to
-the estublishment of the so-called -
eens.” 1 political movement that
quickly utteacted such o lurge
foliowing, It becanie ane of the
strongest cotntnon geounds
transcending countries and
political partics.

In luct: Evrope has lagged
deendes behind both the U.S. and
Jpan in adopting catalytic
cunveriess, sciting emission
stondards and cxperimenting with
altcrnative fuels. A good deal of the
pro-cnvitonmenta! rhetoric has +
been pimed ot the European nuto
‘industry us a result, and has
escalitéd to inglude charges that .
cven the no-speed-limit Gesman
outobahn network is wasting fuel. .

The need to relute some of these
chuzges, ond promote the notion
that hulup< s auto industey is in
fuct sociplly sespoasible, prompted
the green theme to emerge fulls;
Hlown

Virtually every manufucturer
suuglit, with seme success, (o point
10 :an aspect of thebusiness that
solved some environmental
problens or ather.

VOLESWAGEN AND BMW
unveiled new electric cars, und
Both cumpiniies ¢laimed to have
solved the problem of re-ucquiriog
and're-using plustics. Volkswagen
went so fag a9 to announce it was
opening u cesnanufacturing plant
thut ultimately would tike in old
Golf muxldels, strip them to their
basic components, and put them
back in the erinls stream,

Not ull en: ucturers found it
cusy to cmbrace the theme,
Mereedes, inteaducing o 4,000
pound, V-12 luxury scdan withu-
sticker price in excess of $125,000,
strupgled and squirnied, then
brightly painted out thut its 200
1aph cxotic sports car on display
was mude of ofuminum, hence
could be recycled. .

Rejrdicss, the tone wis set, and
i few months ater, at Tokyo, the
Jupanese pulled out all the stops.

The Tokyo Auto show, where
U.5. ond European manufucturers
normally cxpected to be scared to

denth by new Japanese gudgets and

nuto technotogy, became &
showplace where U.S. and
Eugopcan manulocturers were
scared to death by a plethura of
electric cnrs, new engines,
cxprerimmental tronamissions nnd
cven one concept enr claiming 100
iles per gnllon.

IT WAS fuirly ensy to dismiss
e Jupanese demonstrotions us a
public relntions effort. Jopan has
been notorfously lax in enforcing

its own environmental lnws against °

industrial pollution and late in
asseasing Tokyo nir quality.
But in fecent yeors, this has
been chonging rnpldly. with stift
*Inwaund stilfer enforcement  * °
changing the industrial climate
subatontinfly. Underlying the
Tokyo displays wos the reality that
maost of the cars were heoded
ovessens anyway, and it was
- crucial thot Jnpancse cars stay

he US. market today, In fact, the

auto snalysts that guther in’

. Deteoit to debate current lusucs

will be addressing the trade-affs .
that ultimately will follow a spate
of oot

emisslon
tightening fue) economy .
requirements, The U.S. nlrcndy
lives with the tightes! lnmy nnd
emission standards, and’

nothing like the wholesate
embracing of the concept that
:emerged at. Tokyo und Frankfurt.

1n'the midst of a deep recession,

" and anxious ta rekindle public .

cathusiasm about cars in general
und) the 19921 in particular, the
Detroit shoiv this yearendsuposa
more truditiona) masketing
wnslaught, tuther than a public ~
Lissue forum. .

Leading the way is Chrysler,
which is unxious te'quickly guin
notoricty for-its new intermediates
due out in mid-year, and an'all-new

Jeegnodel that will be built in the

_further legislation. .
The result it an odd conflict’
between hoopla and a general

celebration of new models intended .

to lead the industsy out'of the -
doldrums, and a plethora of

.. concept cars makiog a pelitical
statement from Europe and Jopan,

The green theme that emerged [n

‘Germany, and gained g0 much
momentum in Tokyo, arrives In
Detroit taconfront glitzand

' hardware. The result is likely to
nadd'some drama to Detroit's effort,
an underlying conflict that should
make Detroit the most lntcreslinz
of all.

'age ge: ning any -

Pontiac’s seventh concep! car, tho Suls:i, makes its workdwide

debut at the Detrot auto show.

‘All-weather to convertible:

| salsa boasts multiple faces

ycars, will moke its
war| ldvnde introduction in
Detroit., .

The cnncrpl cor lcutum
‘ehameleon-ike transformations’
from an all-weather, five-seat
hatchback to o fiveacat
convertible of o two-scat panel

"] detivery.

The fluorescent orange concept

wvehiclé measures 70 inches at
front and rear tires and 155.6
inches front to back.

ONTIAC'S SALSA. - - .
. Pontiac's seventh -
. cancept car in as many

Solaa’s glass treatment
Includes a bronze-colored

. windshield along with deiver and

{ront possenger windowa that
feature outside rearview mirrors

 mounted right on the glas. It also

has dual-dntensity ncon stop, turn.

and tail lamps enclosed in black
lenses.

The sliding cargo drawer and
drop gate, which cun be opened -
when the drawer s fully
cxtended, maokes lor easy rear
storage. The drawer slides in and
out and can be latched on cach
tooth of its track tolock Ina -
number of positions.
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SEE HOW lNTELLlGENCE

RUNS IN THE FAMILY.

Smouette

" charged 3800 V6.

At the Auto Show's Oldsmabile’ exhibit, the Power of ldtelligent Engi-

neering is everywhere youvlo‘ok. Quietly appearing in a beautiful rahge of .

sizes, shapes and des1gns lts a powerful Feature you Il find in the soul of

every new Oldsmobile.

liits great englnes In fact, five completely

rew ones in the last two years alone, including the world's largest 24-

valve V6, the high-tech Quad OHC in‘the'all-new‘ Ach‘leva.'“ and the Super-

" llit's engineering leadership. It's the technology of

SmaEtTrak‘“ on Bravada;” the ohly spor't utility ver{icle that combines al-

‘wheel dnveand antl lock brakes lts Advanced Tractnon Engmeermg

offeredon the aII new Elghty Elght Royale LS and Nlnety Elght for

added on-road control it's englneenng wnth a purpose

ll]ts step-up

comfort and features. Thmgs like steering wheel *ouch controls and

remote control locks. And leather appo'intmenﬁ. lumbar supports and

difference.

" rear seat heating and cooling outlets. Little touches that-make a big

Nitsa family of well-built and safe vehicles. It's knowing

that after ten years, 96% of all Cutiass Cieras aver sold are still on the

road’ And that eight of our models have a derEl" S|de air bag Star\darci

Its the logic of of—fermg antl Iod< brakes onour smallest car llne. as well

as seven others. (t's quality \'/Q\_J‘can trust.’

lilts thie Oldsmobile Edge

The most comprehensive owner satisfaction program in the jndust},-y,
. . 1

now including Courtesy Transportation™ fdr 1e92° Thoughtf‘ul& devel-

-oped for your peace of mlnd

!l Bring your family to'the Auto Show :

to |earn more about ours. You Il quickly see that the nnte1hgence inour

family canbe measured in rmore ways t_han one.

ROIdsmMobile

THE POWER OF INTELLIGENT ENGINEERING:

Experlence the power of intelligent engineering at the Oldsmoblle d:splay
North American Internatiorial Auto Show January 11 19 '
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