Liquor at Meadow Brook?
License seen as boost in attempt to privatize

By.Pet Murphy
staif welter

There nmay be a liquor license in
1he future of the Mcadow Brook Mu-
sic Festival as the populac-but-near-
ly-Insolvent program at Ouakland
Unlversity turns (o private operators
to end its financlal problems, .

At a mectlng of the OU Board.of
Trustees Wednesday, interim presi-
dent John H. De Carlo sald the festl-
val may obtain a liquor llcense to
further ongoing negoliations with op-
erators.

* ' Those negatiations are proceeding

nicely, De Carlo. told {rustees. So
nicely the board may need a special
meeting within three wecks. Pre-
sumably the speclal mecting would
hasien negotiations, so operators

. could take over the festival this sea-

son. i

The festival is a cherished: tradi.’
tion a1 OU, featurlng a wide range of
popular artists since 1970. But even
cherished traditlons must pay thelr
way, S0 as the festival accumulated
a deficit of nearly $1 million, OU de-

. clded 1o conslder drastic dctlon.

THE UNIVERSITY bas beén talk-
Ing with Arcna Assoclates Inc.; oper-

" -ators of the Palace of Auburn Hills,

and Olympia Arcnas Inc, which runs
the Fox Theatre. - - .~ 7 !

. ~The goa), according to De C;-arlo, Is

~'to turn the festival dver to an opera-

-tor that will maintain (ts high stand-
ards and quality, while at the same_

time_guaranteelng OU a base protit |
* -and a percentage of the gate. .

+ The,liquor license would obviously
be_an jnducement for any operator.

. because: liquor - sales” are a strong’

source of revente.
In other respects, the 30-minute.

meeting was devoted ‘to flnanclal
.concerns, Inctuding a year end re-
" port from De Carlo, who took over
. as interim president last-June, re-

placing Joscph E. Champagne who

reslgned Lo go Into private business.
.. Shorily Into hls tenure, De Carlo,
.. 'sald he realized the unlversity faced,

a multi-million dollar deficit unless

stringent budgel measures were en-

acted. "Fortunately we've been able -
- -t do that," he said. Pl

‘sle.

Meadow Brook lnst spring turned the east side
of the festival grounda into.a series of smali
gardens, such as surrounds this pergola. To -

. IN OTHER ACTION, trustecs: ,
® Tabled a proposal to discontin’

Jue the swim club that enables about
. 119 family members-to enjoy’ the

swimming pool, built In 1936 as part,
af thé Dedge estate.. R
Rubert J, McGarry, vice president

for, finance, said major capital im-’
‘provements mandated by the Michl-
. gan -Department of Health wovld

cast $143,000, bringing Into question
viability of the club.

"Loren Shepard, a resident of Ro-"

chester, Hills and a member of the

swim’ ¢lub, asked trustees to delay
. action on discontinulng the club so’

members could consider * alterna-
tives. . ;i - . I
@ Accepted — and lauded —~ @'

report {roim trustee Larry Chunovich *
saying the committees scarehing for -

a new. president- “are right on sched:

OCC board meets Thursday

The Oakland Community College
Board of Trusiees meets at 7:30 p.m.

* Thursday in the board room of the

George A. Bee Administration Cen-
"

- Agenda lems include a joint aca-
demic programming agreement, 2
fund-raising project for.the South-
field campus and renovation of the

ter, 2480 Opdyke;
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fecelved applicatlons - from '

115 oulstanding candidates” said
Chanovich, a Southfield resident,
“And we've narrowed it to elght ex-
ceptionally-qualified semifinalists.”

He satd that by the end of January
the number of candidates will be re-

duced; with the remalning prospects - -

brought' on catnpus for intervlews

and meetings with fuculty, adminis.-

1ralors and students. R
- ®. Accepted a report from Wil-

. liaen Hampton, attorney for Auburn
Hills, abowt nearly-completed nego- |

tiatians that would turn 23,5 acres of

OU properiy -over 10 the city for the
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An Oakland County-based cnvl-

runmental group has taken court
action against Gov. John Engler's
plans to reorganize the Depari-
ment of Natural Resources, prima-
rily because they abolish commis-
slans- created by the Legislature
and accessible to the public,
. The East Michigan Eavironmen-
tal Action Council, and other Mich-
igan environmental groups, Friday
filed a complaint 1o enjoin Engler
from transferring by Executlie Or-
dee most governmental declslon
making functions in-the ficlds of
cnvironmental protection and natu-
ral resource- management from
commissions to the directer of a
newly ereated Department of Nat-
ural Resources.

County Circuit Court, states that
two exceutive orders, If allowed to
stand, will: .«

# Abolish the old Department 6f
Natural Resources and creale a
new Department of Natural Re-

widening of Squirrel Road. .
Auburn Hills will pay OU $4.9 mil-

lign, Hampton- sald. A separate en-

dowment would also be established

10 fund three scholarships specifical-
1y for city graduates from local high

schools. . .

Plans call for wldénlng and con-

" verting Squirrel-— currently a nar-
.row, uripaved road — into a boules

vard with two lanes cach way from
University on the north to nearly

Featherstone on the South, Hampton .

sald. .
Largest-selecton i Michgan
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ards,
or agencies within the old DNR, in-
cluding the Air.Pollution Control
Commission. - -
® Transfer nearly all of the
statutory powers, dutles, junctions

sion of Natura) Resources 10 the di-
rector of the new DNR.

"“TILE GOVERNOR'S executive
orders represents the most serious

In the past 20 ycars,” said

EMEAC files suit
vs. DNR changes

‘wilh the Open Meetings Act and

_process that has been established

The complaint, {iled ln’lr‘lghnm‘

sources. L.
@ Abolish a large number of

- lenge paid for by private citizens
* alter a decision has been made.
and responsibilities of the Commis- . )

threat to-Michlgan’s environment: Michigan ‘10 an open. accessible,

EMEAC's executlve directof Eliza-
beth Harris.

EMEAC claims that Engler’s in-
tent is to enablo the director of the
new DNIR, in consultation with the
Rovernor — but not In compliance

not with any meaningful particlpa-
tiun of the people - to make major
decisions affeciing Michigan's nat-
vral environment. | .

~We would have prefecred to |
work with the governor to Improve
the systern while retaining the open

over’ the last 20 . years,” said
EMEAC Executive Direclar Eliza-
belh Harrls.

“But -the governor's move has
left us with no cholce but to' sue,”
she sald, "If the EO’s are allowed
to stand they will eliminate -the
protection that has been provided
by commisstons opcrating under
the Open Meelings Act against un-
due influence by those with wealth
aor political pawer. - :

.“Decistons 1o permit discharges
to air and water, to draln dnd {ill
wetlands, to allow commercial ac-
tivitles on state lands wil) be made
without public knowledge, and the
only recourse will be a legal chal.

THE COMPLAINT charges that
they arc unconstitutional and un-
lawful because they usurp and In-
trude upon a group of fundamental
rights-of the people of the state of

and accounlable government.

9!

+ most ergent
ayderms ey A¢ i
Jasnoned Pt drastaty

g ene ercy

e
reguces hu.
Wooden ¢ ey pos
Pt CONUUCICHs SDI1 Crase
or ziach

Memilsatiing Co.

Carseo BRI

2348 Baw Moxcs 703 Coxnast Dr o

[DON’T PAINT YOUR
~_ RADIATORS

1400-543-T040

g

Classified ads for only

$ 2 . 9 9 * a liné.

That's right! Only $2.99 a line: Start the riew year °
right and clean that attic, basement, closet, or garage.
Then sell those unused items with an Observer &
Eccentric classified ad for less than nine bucks for
three lines: (Minimum: 3-lines) : - ’

But hurry, this offer is for a limi
we don't want you to miss these savings. Remember,
just $2.99 a line. . . just until January 30,

Call one of our Classified Ad Takers toddy:

®bgerver & Eceentric
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