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nancing was the big issue in the Farm-

“inglun Public Schouls. A year has passed,

bul the same huge question looms: What

is the fairest, most equitable way to pay for the
education of our childrea.

Unlike Jast year, there's no millage Increase

ET YFAR about this l[mc, we said that fi.

SChoo!agenda
Finance concerns near top

nancing at the state level. We're pleased to note

that the district’'s new finance director, Bruce |.

Barrett, scems to have a handle on the day-to-
day matters. .

Of course, there are olhcr issues for 1982
other goals we'd like to sce accomplished.

Por one thing, we'd like to see the entire w:luml

election (with the ing

rhe- -

become more “user friendly”

toric) mxmng up in the Farmington District, al-
h & millage renewal vole probably will be
ear.

these days what with this plar and that 'coming
from Lansing. ‘And, oo, tliere are the statewide
tax questions on the balfot in November to con-
sider. The ontcome could cﬂccl properly taxes
and thus school financing. .

We urge Siperintendent Michael Flanagan to
stay |n much mlll what's happening in school {i<

OWNTOWN redevelopment should re-

main” an important item on the 1992

agenda of the city ‘of Farmlngton,

struggling  to . retain its small-town

character while sandwiched between fast-grow-
ing Farmington Hills and Livonla. .

Actually, the Farmington Downtown I)melup-
ment Authority has accomplished great things
under director Wendy Strip-Sittsarncr. We hope
the good news keeps coming.

For many’ years, the merchants and the -city
seemed (o have a hard time working logether for
the common good. But now they've come togeth-
er with the help of the DDA. Such cooperation is
nueded, these days. There-are storefront. vacan-
cies in this tough econoniic climate.

The face of the city could change in the next
few years as the “old-ghard” leadership on the
city counci) and in the ndmln)slr'\!lnn retires.

THRIVING  American aute industry
taust be bur goal,

“something that is crucial to all of us in
western Wayne and Oakland counties — the bat.
tle is improving product quality at home, a view

and others

Many US. consumefs are willing lo “buy
American” if the product is top quality.

The
intellect resources to improve its product.
And it must because automobiles and other re-
Tated industries remain a vital part of the Amer-
ican econory. :

“INSTEAD OF asking Japan for trade conces-
jon:

nine the role of managers in the U.S, aute
dustry. unlearning what they: know and devel-
pifig a coherent methodology for industrial re-
italization, according to C.K. Prahalad, profes-

B
L sor for orporate slnlegy at the Unlvcrssly of

S mnst U.S. companies, mcludmg
\e Rig Three, have traded the concept of proflt
< through um:rnal grm\.th far ane of profit by.ciat-

ling costs
= Rulru(lurmp,. as in downsizing, is at best a
_short-tern salution,” Prahalad says, “This solu-
. tion hardly addresses the underlying managerial
sweaknesses. Restructuring without basie change
n the way the company operates simply lcﬂd% to
“more restructuring.”
-2 Walter E. Huizenga, president of the American
2Auto Dealers As nu'nllnn is also {ed up with the

! vcu\lvu\ (Iurin;, llm l.’ﬁl decade.

g ov. Juhn Engler finally has an “oppportu-
. nity to demonstrate that he does stand up
for Michigan workers.

Battered by. the recesslon and an im-
plodln(, American- auto industry, many auto-
.workers are wondering “where’s BIg John?"

- It he is truly alt the people's governor, we ex-
pcct him to.be onthe front llne fighting for the .
:-preservation of the General Molors Willow Run -
~plant, Yet some see him as an aloofl byslander on
- this very important lssue,

This is a battle that has nothing to do with the
* Japanese or any other imagined forelgn intruder.

This has to do with prescrving real jobs for
" Michigan workers.

School financing can be.a puzzling: business

But for the industry to.survive —-

supported by many lndualry insiders, walchcm .
- 1980s to raise prices, gain short-term profits, *

auto tndustry has the financial and -

government and business leaders should

-“shart-term strategy favored by Detroit auto ex-

and that goes for everyone from the snpcrlmend~
et to the newest. bus' driver.. They shiould re-
member that a the public schools dre a public
cnllly Many do remicmber, to their eredit. '
We're also encovraged by the school board's

DID YOU B THla
AMERICAN ADTO)
T OF PRI

C.DEALER'S A
QEU\TNE”

Y THEN?

*"T M}ﬂ[\\gﬁ:

.nonbk vote'on cable casting its Ings. We
hape the TV cameras ace rolling soon. T
And, we're happy Lo see, the schools seem to hc
doing a lot of planning. There's a 10-ycar master
plan for .capltal lmpruvcmcnls anolhcr for
finances. i

City aqenda

A big year for a small city

ermmglon for many years has been a ﬂ:nblc

. communily because of these people.” Let’s hope

this positive’ aspect can”be maintained as he |
names and faces change. E

i“lrmlnglon. we're happy to sce, is looking to '
communicate better with its resldents, There:.

" have been seme problems in the past. Mayor Bill

Hartsock has called a special mceung 1o see how
this ean be accomplished. | B

This should be an inlereﬁting year-for the city
of Farmington, a town with a rich vein of history

running through it. Farmington hits the big one- .

two-five -this- year (villagchood came In May
1867) — and the armiversary won't go unherald-
ed.

Dozens of volunlccrs are plannlng a celebra-
tian, which will dovetail- into Michigan Week
_{May) and the Founders Festival (.lnly). .

uy American’
Quallty, not loyalty, sells cars:

NOTING THAT IT will take the average fami-
ly 30 weeks wages to purchase the same car it
100k 25 weeks Lo pay for in 1981, Huizenga said
measures sought by Big Three Jeaders last week
could end up pricing Americans out of the mar-
ket

“The -U.S. auto industry used quous in the

pay excculive bonuses and make expensive

-diversifications to- build worldwide competitive

products,” Hufzenga said this week.” - .
The message to the Big Three ought (o be clear
by now. Yes, your product has improved since

_the rust-bucket days of 15 years ago. But build it

still better, smarter and cheaper and the rallying
cry of “buy American” will ence agaln mean’
more than sel{-serving, patriotic jingoism.

I BUYING ‘CARS out ‘of patriotic loyalty just '

" doesn’t cut it any more.

. The only reason’to buy‘ American” is to get a
fair deal on a well-engineered, competently as- |

.sembled product that will stand up over time,’

Which is why last week's U.S. trade mission to
Japin by President George Bush and the Mssrs.
Stompel, Poling,. Iacocca and ‘other industrial
leaders offers solutions. lhnl dnnt nddrcss the
inajor problem.

Yes, thiere is a $41 hlllinn trade lmba]ance lhnl
must be addressed now, There's also the question -
of which country is more at fault >~ Japan for
closing its markets Lo U.S. products, er U.S. car
companies who until last week weren't respon-
sive enough to offer right-hand drlve produ:!s in

demand by annnnse cansumers.

IN ANY CASE, serving up Japan as a scape-
goatl far dcupcr prnhlcms is the wrong npprnnch
nnd str , i

lt s time for governor to act

GM executives soon will decide whether Wil:
low Run's 2,600 workers will get the ax or .
whether the Arhnglon Texas, Ascmhly Pinnts
3,200 workers will lose thelr, jobs:

" We'strongly bélieve that it is not only best lor--"

. Michigan but belter for the adto, indusiry if the

Arlington plant closes.. Michigan has a dozen |
* plants and ncarly 25 000 jobs at risk in thc GM
downsizing. X

-Yet we hear ilttle from Michigan's governor on
this Issue. Engler has promised lo lake his stand
during his State of the State address Tuesdny.

Wien considering Witlow Run's fate, let's' hape
Engler doesn't opt for an Alamo-ltke last stand.

lacocca’s right: ne“meaymg 5
trade deficit is good sense

WllAT; NEW ‘about President -

Bush's trip.to Japan Is'that he was
accompanled by. the leadership of
. “the U.S. auto industry, As Chrysler's -
Lee lacocea said Friday, *The Cnld
War Is over. The Soviet threat is
gone. Now ‘we can start taking care.

_"of "business, like Japan has been -

doing for lhl! last 45 years.”
What amazes me Is how a urles of
. pfz-s!denl; tolerated the progressive,
_ wholesale llquidation of our nation’s
industrlal base. Stecl. Electronles.
" Now autos,
* We In Michlgan know lhe numbers
aII too well. Since 1981 the Japanese
' ‘have-opened, seven new fransplant
auto plants, the Big Three: have
closed ninc - plants, and the auto,
" trade defleit has gone from $14+bil-
lion ta $30 billion, Every new job

created by Japanese auto invest- .

-.ment In America has. cost two-old
ones. The .cumulative $300 blllton-

plus aute trade deficit has cost our .

natjon some seven million jobs.
As 1 understand-It, there are two
- possible ideological or political justi-
fications.

FIRST ARGUMENT: Amcrh:an
consumers are better off with unge-
stricled international trade because
overall they can buy beiter products

, at lower. pricces,

True cnough. But is my ycrsonﬂ]

short-term gain in being able 1o buy
. aslightly better car at a little Jower,

price worth Jeopardizing the . long-

term health of our natien's ‘econo-
. myn -

Phlllp

ﬂ Power..

* "1 don't think it ls. And that's why 1
get cross when some politiclans tell
me that the entire point of public
policy .is ‘to make Amerlcan con-
sumers better off,

That's not public polley. Thals .

pandering: to avarice, making the
satlstactiort of personat greed our:
nalinnsprimnryabjccuvc ..

SECOND ARGUMENT: 1f 'we re-
striet Intemallannl trade, we'll be
d it was

lsm that set ol( the Great Depres<”

"Protccllnnl!l" has become a fa- .

vorl\e epllhel of ‘the '90s, replacing
“liberal,” “communist” and
llonisl 3
Already America Is pmlccllonlsl
As Tom Bray pointed out In Sunday's
Dclrml News, we “absolutely pre-
vent" the export of raw timber and
peiroleum to Japah — ‘two goods
which by themsetves could wipeoul
acarly the entire trade deficit, -
But lacocca was right: "We trade

with about-200 countries all over the "

world, but two-thirds of our deficit Is

with one single nation — Japan."
Redressing the Imbalance is not

“protectionlst.” It's common sense.

*isola- "’

ALTHOUGH BUSH didn't intend
it, Michigan has tiecome the logical - <
and inevitable stage for the issuc to * -
be played out in the swe cep at Ameri-
can politles, . ..

* Michigan's prcsldvmia! prlmary is

- March 1T There's plenty of time to

sec-what Pat Buchanan says about -
"América . First” In Flint."And J'd
like 10 see what Tom Harkin or Bill

-Clinton propose foa bunch of jobless

UAW members,

Bush may or may not have movcd'. -

fast enough to recilfy two decades of
governmental neglect of our natien.

- al ceonomic Interests. But I wonder |

whether the Michigan primary won't
see angry auto exccutives sitting on
their cheekbooks while a lot of wor- -

-ried white--and blue-collar, workers

yute their hearts.

Especially when the Hoston Globe: -

- reported Saturday that about two-

.. thirds.of the cars and teucks parked - -
at the White |lausc arc lotclgn -

mum) Japane:
Phit Power is

hairmian of the -
compuny that of 1his neuspas
per. Hfis wwardacinning colurmn
1 |Il rtpm'urprruxh( ully .

“from our readers

“Candidates
'rﬁust:__addr_ess .
environment,

To.the vd!tor
" This is an open Jetter to nll of the
U.S. presidential candldates:

There are several midllon citizens

who are looking to vote for a presi- *

dential ‘candidate 'who will take a
. /stand to_promalc a sustatnable envi-
ronmental pollcy along: with cco-,
nomic deyelopment that has mint.
mum impact on the envirpnment.

In order for you'lo capture the ’

_votc of these peaple, you are golng to

I believe that you would be hard-
pressed to find any responsihle. par-

cnl who would cver raise’a family | .

where some of their children would

. be given, tive, 10, 20, 100 and In

some cases 1,000 times more (i.c. in-
come of execullves, entertainers and
athletes) than the other members of

. the lamlly. Yet that is what our na- .

tlon encourages.

1§ you want to achieve some suc:
cess of world peace and a kInder and
gentler nation, then establish a pro-
gram that reaches down to all levels
of society, that encourages and gives

*. hope to all Instead.of Just beneliting: ..

those ‘who'. almady have more lnan
they need.

How- can onc expect peace when -

“the rich are gottlng ricker at ihe ex:
pease of the poor and middle classes,

have to ane
program that: v

® Substantially reduces the gen-
eration of carbon djoxide.-

# Stops the generatlon of upper
almosphcrlc ozone dmmylng gases
by 1995,

. Does not result In nny Toss of

. wellnnds

- @ Bans the export or Imporl of |

pesticides* and fungicides: or, any
products that contaln them that are
prohiblted in the United States,

® Bars the export and Import of .

waste.
It we are In have o compassionaté

“and responsible society, - then you -

certalaly will roverse shifting” lhe
burden away from the rich and

“those”who* I’mvu the. teast. Jn-__.

the nnd future. gencm
tions.

It also |s necessary for our leaders
to atiend and particlpate In the
Earth-Summit in Rio de Janeito in

.. June and help tead the Unlted Na-
tlons 10 obtain a sustalnable environ-

ment that supports all specles and
people..

‘I'sa bllghl on the U.S. and crlml-
nal that we are the only major pow-

."er’in oppositlon.to the. United Na.

tions' recommendation to substan.
tally reduce the generation of carth-
warming gases and’ le climinate
ic ozone destraylng

pp
ases.

E:nch of you Hias an oppartunity to .

lead.and accept the suppord of- mil
‘lons of citizens who want (o leave a

-Wesupporting natural: herltage for .,

the world and future KUHN‘B“O!\S

— (!Dhseruer & ﬁccentr!t Ncmspaptm e

What nobler cause orhigher honor
exists? - . .
. I{orold L. Stokes,

k - Redford Township

Let's thank
the students -

. To the editor:

A speciat and sincere 1hnnks tothe

" students af the Farmington Schools

who so willingly gave thelr time and -
also contributed generously In the
‘eollection-of- canned - goods-and-as-—
sorted food products this year so
that-no needy family, child or senjor-
citizen would he without a Chrlsl-
mas. * .

The food that was cnlluﬂed by the

- schools and given to the Goodfellows

this year was cstimated to be the
largest ever.

"The food packing and: sortlng
crews, headed by Durward Hester
‘and Fred Tuck; were. overwhelmed .
with this ycars Renerous response
and stated . that the .food program '
wunld not have met their goals If It
were not for the local. schools and
sludent inyolvemient.

Spectal thanks to 'Farmington
High National Honor Soclety, Harrl.

“son High Natlonal Honor Soctety and

:North Farmington High School Var-
sity Club. They mado thelr-presence
known by sclling papers and assist.
ing In the.delivery of food baskets,
Agaln, many thanks.'We could nol
have done |4 wlihoul you. .
Bob Soyder,
F:rm!n‘lnn .

Steve Bnmnby managing edllol .

Judith Doner Berne. assistant manoglng chOr
Dick Isham general manager

Mark Lewis: director of advorlising

frca Wright director of ciculation.

+-Suburban Commur\nc‘\lxons Corp.
Phll[p Power chaitman of the boarg
Richard Aginlan _president .




