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So what’s the fuII story behlnd the fu

grees to the left of Uranus) s Nep- »

Full Moon is at 4:28 p.m. on Jan.
19, The moon is opposite the sun, as

seen - from ‘the carth, and is fully -

lighted. It will rise as the sun sets
and be visible all night. This wlil be
the closest full moon for the cotlre
year, Just like the earth's orblt
around the sun, the moon’s orbit

around the earth Is not a perfect clr- .

cle,
‘There is a time cach month when

the moon Is at lis closest, and anoth-,

er time when [ts at its forthest. The
Junuary Full Moon Just happens 10
oceur when the moon |s at Its closest
point. The. gravitational pull of the
moon aflects {he tides on the carth,
so the January Full Moon wlill pro-
duce unusually high tides.

' SHOULD THE JANUARY Full
Moon have an clfect on people?
Some people believe the Full

Moon - influences human behavior, ©

but It really shoutdn't. After all, the
moon Is ALWAYS somewhcre In or-
bit around the carth. If It had an ef-
fect on people, it- should -be.a con-
stant one and not depend on how
much of the moon is illuminated or
not. .

The bright star 6 degrees above
the moon ad 8:30 p.m. on the 2ist Is
Regulus (REG v lus), the “heart” of
Leo. The name Regulus mears “the
king™ and t's appropriate that It's
1he brightest star in the constellation’
that honors the king of the beasts,

A large triangle is formed by the
moon, Iegulus and Jupiter on the

morning of the 22nd. Juplter s the
bright “"star™ above the moon. Get
oul that telescope!. Even asmall
telescope will show Juplier’s four
largest moons, Galileo observed the
mocens In the year 1610 and conelud-
ed that If another planct had moons
En orbit around it, It violated the pop-

ular bellef that everything was in or-+

bit around the carth. If that were the
case, could not the carth, and other
plancts, be In orblt around the sun?
That was not a popular question to
ask at the time.

The moon is In Virgo, approaching
the star Splca (SPY ka), on the morn-
ing of the 2Sth.-Splca s about 275
light years-away, It must be an in-
credibly luminous star to appear so
brlght from such a distance!

Last Quarter Moon Is at 10:27 a.m,

on January.26. The moon Is begin- -

ning “the last-quarter ot s nrbll.
around the earth.
For the sccond time this monlh

the moon Is'In Scorpius. It s ap-'
proaching Antares on the morning of
the 261h, and has passed that star by .

the following motning. Notleg bril-

*Hant Venus, 22 degrees Lo the left of

the moon. Draw aline . from the
moon, past Venus and you'll come to
Mars which (s focaled 10 degrees o
the lower Jeft of Venus. Now you are

ready to took for Uranus and Ncp-

tune!

MARS PASSES BOTII Uranus and
Neptune from Jan. 29-Fcb. ). To see
Uranus and Neptune you will'need a

Intcrlor Desxgn Workshop

ign Center

alter the February 3rd. s
plus an npumml trip to the ‘home of artist

Lve (-.mm noted
interior designer;
will conduct two’
workshop

ses-

ry
Il) am-12:30 pm
*Luncheon  will
follow, ending at
1:15 pm. There
will be a guided
tour of The  Mi-

e "H ’c.‘.‘m

- skywatch |

Raymond E.
‘Bullock

These . (wo" plancts "are very far,
away, don't reflect a lot of sunlight
and are faint objeets. Another prob-
lem Is their locatlon near the hori-
- 20n., When: you ‘use a_telescope to
magnlfy an object, you also magnify
the distortion produced by our at<"
mosphere. The.closer to the horlzon,
the greater the distortion. Adding to
“the problem will be the starl of
morning twllight; as the sky reddens
and brightens, the plnncu will lade
{rom view.

On Jan. 29, Mars will bc l15 de-
grees to -the right’ of - Uranus.
Through' a tclescope Uranus will
look 11ke a faint greenlsh disk. About
3 degrees to lhc left nl Mars (2.5 de~ ;

tune,. (Be aware that

with a crude telezcope, Uranus takes.

an orblt argund

telescopes Invert- the image; right -

trecomes leit and Teft becomes right
in an asironomical telescope.} Nep-
{une 'is a gas glant planct like
Uranus. 1L, teo, wlil look like a green

. object, but will be even falnter than

Uranus. Uranus and Neptune both

e L -have a ring system, but they are no
tetescope and it stlll won't be easy. -:-

where.as impressive as Saturn's s

tem. The rings will not be vislble

1hrough your telescope.
On Thursday morning, Jan. 30,

.Mars Is 0.6 degrees directly below

Uranus, and on the 31st forms a trl-
angle with Uranus and Neptune. No-
lce the moon, onc degree to the
right of Venus, On Saturday, Feb, 1,
the moon gets
Uranus-Neptune act. Mars [s Imme-
diately adjJacent to the moon's tower
cusp {point of the crescent) and Nep-
Aune is adfacent to the upper cusp.- -

. Uranus and Neptune are two of

the three most ‘distant plancts. Eng-’

lish " astronomer Willlam * Herschel
accidentally dlscovered Uranus ln

:1781," while Jooking lar new comets.
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- 84 years to p!

inta - the Mars-’

the. sun and Is nearly three blllion
km (1.8 biltion ml) away.

THAT IS TOO FAR to-b¢ able to
*study it In any detall with ground-
based telescopes. The planct Nep-
tune wasn't discovered' untll 18486,
(Galileo had seen Neptune whlile ob-
serving Jupiter in January 1613, but

dide’t realize It was a new planct.)

Neptune is nearly 4.5 bitlion km (3
billion mi) from the Sun. It takes 165
years ‘to mmplclc an orblt, so it
hasn't ‘made."quite: a full circle

* around the Sun :lnce it was discov-
d.

ered

At this time Neptune, not Pluto, is

the ‘farthest planct. from the sun.
Thls is lu'causu of Pluto’s cx\rcmcly

| moon'?

cllipucal (oval) orbit. Plute wil} be

closer 1o ih¢ sun than Neptune untll
1999.° A collislon between the two
will.not oceur when they cross over

“because Pluto’s orblt is tilted 17 de-

grees with respect-to the other plan.
cts. When the cross-over occurs the
planets are at different altltudes,

1 you were successful in your
qucst for Uranus and Nepiune, you
should congratulate yourself for a

+* Jab very well done!

An cxcellent ald for lcarnlng con.
stellations and keeping up to date
with the sky [s the monthly "Sky Cal-
endar.” A one.year subscription Is
$6.00. and Is available from the
Abrams Planetarlum, Michlgan
State  Unlverslly, East Lansing,

42824
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