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Local judge may head Mlchlgan Court of Appeals

By Pat Murphy
stoit wilter

Judge Martin M. Doctorufl, a Bir-
mingham resiidenl. Is one of two
leading conlenders 10 succeed retie-
ing Judge Robert J. Danhof as chlef
judge of lho Michigan Court of
Appeals;

Doctoroff, a partner in lhe South-
ticld firm af Bushnel), Gage, Docto-
roff and Reizen undil being appotnt-
cd In 1987, 15 vying to he only the
third c¢hiel judge since the court of
appnls came’intn existence in J:.mu
ary.

Thc ulllcr lcadmu candidate s
Myren H: Wahls of Detroit who has
been an the appeals court since 1982,

The rule of chiel Julge on the 24- -
Judge ~court 48 largely ad-

. ministrative  Besides  serviog on
three-fudge panels to hear cases, the

lto ghoto

"ty for l"'"""""l and budget func-  Birminghom attorney Martin -Docloroft ssys the court -of

* tions as well as n with the state
legistalure B d anhof, a Te- *
publican from Girand Hapid who be-
came chief judge o April, 1976, the
only ather person to hold that title is
T. Juhn Lesinski

“causc of increased caseload and limited resources.

THE APPEALS COURT Judges
E scheduled to hold a regular
nw\'llng l-rmay' .nm! ducxlng a suc-

high visibility stem.

appeals, like other institutiona, faces tough days ahead be-

cessor 10 Danhot ~ who is siepping
down Feb. 29, is expected to be a
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*Doctoroff and Wah]s are ihe
leading contenders,” said one court
officia). But there's always a chance
af an upset candidate.

Doctoroff  Tuesday declined to
comment aboul the possibiity of
being the next chief judge other than
to say he'd conslder the job a chal-
Ienge. “This Is a tough time for the
appeals court.” he sald, “The case.
load canteinues to grow at a llme e
sources are becomning more scarcl.'

Doctoroft_maintains an- office. in
Southlicld. Hut as an uppeals court
Judge. he normally rotates assign-

ments, largely in the court’s main of- -

fices (n Lansing, (;r.md Rapids and
Deltroit.

- Doctorul{, who was bora in Cam-
has -a bachelor's de-
gree from Harvard Unlversity and a
law degeee from the University of
Michigan. -

1le was an FBI ageat before turn.

Ing. to private practice the’ 1960,
where he $pecialized in domestie Te-

- latlons. In 1979, he was-a special
- prosecutor for the Qakland County

Grand Jury.
Doctorolf was appointed to the
court of- appeals by Gov.. James
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Blanchard  to rcplacc Judge S,
Jureme Bronson of Franklin, uho
suicide -In

Doctoroff and his wife, Mlcn'."
have lived in -Dirmingham since
1969, They have four sons.

1986, after being arraigned on Altenc Doctoroff Is a psychologlst
charges of hribu'y v-hu pr.n:li('es Ia Birmlngham.
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