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Amendment would reqmre experience for judges

tle, knowing they had the votes to

popular because, §n some countles,

By Tim Richard
stall writor

Farminglon Hills, who opposed the
measure when the Senate approved

A lawycer would nieed at least five

Judge under o proposal before the

t in A
© timate defeat.
years experience before becoming a *

SUPPORTING it on a 26-8 vote
were Michael Bouchard

House of Rep
Voters would have to amend the
state Constituilon before the plan
could take effect. Two other key pro-
" vislons:

® The state Senate would,confirm

all Judicial appointments' made by
the governor, as the U.S. Senate con-
firms the president's judicial ap-
pointments. .

® The requirement that no ane 70

or older could be elected or appoint-
©d 10 the bench would be removed.

“A cluttered tallot leads to rejec-
tion,” said Sen. Jack Faxon, D-

an excused absence.

of Dlrmingham, Mat Dunasklss of
Lake Orion and David Honlgman of
West Bloomficld, - and Democrat
George . Z. Hart of Dearborn, Op-
posed were Democrats Faxon and
Wiltlam Faust, D-Westland.

Robert Geake, R-Northville, had

The proposal — SJR B — started
tife as a simple requirement (o re-
quire that *‘a person shail have been
admitted to the practice of law for
at least five years” before being ¢ll-
gible for any Judgeship — Supreme
Court, Court of Appeals, cireult, pro-
bale or distrlet court.

The Women's Survival Center tn-
Pontiac Is a communlty resource
agency for women where counsel- *
ing, legal advice, child carc-and

Survival center helps women|

comniunity resources are avalle
able,

Call 335-2685 for tnformation or
10 makc an appeintment.
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‘The ldea was barn In Wayne Coun-

ty where several “name” candldates

have been clected while, barely out
of law school. Sponsor is Sen, Virgll
Smith, D-Detroit.:

BUT IN FLOOR debate, senators
decided 10 strip out the current sce-
1ion prohibiting judges from starting

. new terms after.age 70 and add the

pravislon for Senate conflrmation.

. Faxon, a Cohsiltutlonal Cenven-
tion delegate 20 years 380, Was voca}
on every point.

"1 oppose advice and consent (for

judicial appointments),” Faxon sald. *

“It opens up the opportunlly for
senators to push thelr own people,”

. He added that a gubernatorlat ap-

polntment is placed before voters at
the next electlon. In contrast, presi-
dential appointees serve for life,”

“We shouldn't change the Michi-

gan Conslitutlon unless there's a -

cmnpullllm need,” Faxon added.

LANA Pollack, D-Ann Ar-
bor, dcfv:m]nl the current 70-years
age limit for new terms. “Afier they

retire, they can contlnue to serve as -

visilinn Judges," she said,

But Pollack disliked the require-
ment of five years experience for
new judges, "I know ol no study that
ties serviee as an attorney to service
on the bench,” she sald.

Supporters of the measure said lit-
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half or two-thirds of the Judges got
thelr jobs through gubernatorlal ap-
polniment. Since Judges have an “In-
cumbent” Jabel on the ballat, they
are rarely chaﬂcngcd let alone de-
feated.

prevall.

Generally, lawyers say a Judge
nceds {rial court experlence to sce
through the couriroom iricks of old-
erlawyers,

The idna of Senate contirmation fs
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