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IN CONCERT

Monday Jan. 20

) P-r-dlu v-lloy Jazz Jam
ins, 8736 Cass, across from Wayne

. \lniel)nlvrnlly,l)clrnll

#23-2355
® Cylinder Head
Crots Street Station, $11 W. Cross, Yp-
silanti.
453-5050
® ThoEr
Rick'y Cafe, 611 Church, Ann Arbor.
“46.77-

Tuesday Jan. 21

@ Chisel Bros. tealuring
Thornotia Davis

- Alvins, 5756 Cass, across from Waym
State University, Dclm
K23.2385
@ Crowbar Hotel

Blind §*ig. 208 S. First, Aon Arbor
9968355 -
® Choryl Wheeler

The Ark, 637% Maln 51, Ann Arbor.
7611431
@ Dlue Edge

Hick’s Lqrr 6ll C?lnlch Ann Arhﬁr
967347

Wednosday Jan, 22

® Sun Mossenger William Elijah's

Alvins, $756 Cass, acrogs from Wayne
State Universiy, Delroit.
£73.2235
® Qone In 60 Seconds

Blind ig, 208 5. First, Ann Arhor.
DU6-K585
® Scott Campbell

Student Center of Wayne State Unlver-

3ity, Gullen Hall, Detroll. Show ls at noon - -

and open 1o the public.

FTIH

® The Fabulous Thundarbirds
With Sieve Nardella at.Sully's, 4758

Greenhield, between Michigan Avenue

. and Ford Hoad, Dearborn.
H36-192¢

@ Duke Tumaloo
Hick's Cate, 611 Church, Ann Albor
Yi-2747

Thursda).' Jan, 23

@ Granfslloon

With Seu-Ghy-Gun and Tlurnt Weeny
Sandwich at Lill's 21, 2930 Jacob, Ham-
tramek
478.6555
® Volebeata

With Don't Lok Now Jug Band at Al-
vins, $756 {ass, across from Wayne State
Universiy, Detrolt.
¥23.2388
® Holmet

With Superchunk at Blind Pig, 208 s.
First, Ann Arbor.
PO6-8355

Samaritans
Cross Street Station, 511 W. Ceoss, Yp-
silanti
o]
@ The Opaque

With The ﬁkuundreh and Focke-Wull
190 a1 Paycheck’s Lounge. 2932 C:nl!l
flamiramek,
H74-0254
® Soduce ’

- The Hiz, 17580 Frazho, 104 Mlle and
Gratiol, Roseville.

MoD
Rick's Cafe, 611 Church, Ann Arbor,
92747

Friday Jan. 24
® Orioatal Spi

. Wayne Road, south of

Studw Loun
Warren Road, Westland.

7292540

REVIEWS

_ Jos. Campau, Hamtram

® Mirror Mirror

With Mental Landscape and Some As-
sembly Hequired at Paycheck's Lounge,
2932 Cantff, Hamtramck.
740254
® Michzal on Fire

With Waykools at Alvins, 8756 Cass,

1roit.
£23.2355
® Misslonary Slew
With Hed C a1 Lill's 21, 2930 Jacob, at

® Hannlbals
Rick’s Cate, 811 Church, Ann Arber,
T747

- ¥96-
® The Samaritans

Blind I'ig, 208 S, First, Annt Arbor.

® Big Dave and (he Ulirasonics

Moby Dicks, 5452 Schaefer, Dearborn.
SK1-3630 .
‘® Mim} Harris

‘Ted’s ’ub, 38 S. Main, Clawson.
4354755
@ Gonurals

With Epicurcans and Instamt Zoo -t
Finney's Pub, 3965 Woodward, Detroil.
A3K070 -

. ® The Clumpa

Cruss Steeet Statlon, 511 W, Cros, Yp-
silantl. .
AN5-5050
@ Cannibal Corpse

. Wilh Athelst and Gore Guls at Todd's,

' 8139 E. Seven Mile Road, east of Vun

ke ftoad, Detroil.
366.-TODDS
® Seduce
‘The Hitz, 17580 Frazho, 10% Mile and
Gratiot, Rosevilfe.
TIESI50

Saturday Jan. 25

@ Ann Arbor Folk Feslival
With Lyle Lovett, Odelta, Livingsion
Taylor, The Four Bitchin' Babes {(with
ristine  Lavin, Julie .Gold, Megon
McDonough and Sally' Fingereit), Len

- Chandler, John Gorka, Robert Earl Kees

Jr. Fred Small and Jan Krist with Paul

* Murphy at Hilt Auditorlum In Ann Arbor.

For information, call 7611451
@ Jam Rag Night

With League of Natlons, Beer on the
enguin, The Opaque and The Chapler at
Alvins, 5736 Cass, across from Wayne
State Uaiversity, Detrott
§23.2355
@ Orlentsl Spas

Studio Lounge, Wayne Road, south of
Warren Road, Vn:xllznd

292540
® Seo Dick Run '

Lilv's 21, 2930 Jacob, at Jus. Camp:m

ifamiramck..

¥75-6585
® Goorge Bedard and Lhe

ingplos .

Hick's Cafe, 611 Church, Ann Atbor.
sm-n .

@ Assembly Required

With The Stap Dragons at Blind mg.
!0!5 Firsi, Aan Arbor.

YBR555

0 Howling Diablow

. Moby Dicks, 5432 S(hltler, Dnrbom

5413650
® Duke Tumatoe *

Sully’s, 4758 Greenfield, bclen Mlch
Igan Avenue and Ford Road; Dezrbom
836-1920
® Miml Harrln

Ted's Pub, 38§ Maln; Clawsan.
HISATSS,
® Culture Bandits

Flnntyl l’uh 2963 Woodward, Detroit.
831407
L] Loanua of anlono

With Tae Opaque at Alvin's, 515: Cass,

Detroit.
846.1920

MONKEYSUIT
— Hannibals -

The Hannibals .second release,
“Monkeysuit,” Is more than a musl-
cal statement from one of the area’s
more formidable bands. There-ls a
need here to transcend the restric-
tive boundarjes Imposed by the “col-
tege circuit” And yet they have o
cater to the very audlence thai has
supported them in the past,

The line ls'a.flne onc and the four-
some doesn’t walk §t.\cnuously.

Rather, the Ilnnnlbals plunge
ahead

'pasmral imagery to convey a base of .
- reflection and then letting rlp with .

cutiing and passlonate rock’n'roll.
“Course of Mlssisslppi” has an en-

“ gaging beat and proudly wears the

mud from treading oo near the
banks of exhaustion with Its buoyant
roots guitar approach and Inﬂccllon
of blues harmonlca,

On “Even As We Speak,” the band
is quick to dispe! any preconceptions
of being Midwest, hayseed outfit as

this number takes a funky, uptown -
‘tone. °

If anythiog will sustain this Ll’
It's the subtitics. “Moneysuit,”
number about the dreadful cmup
gence into the corporate world, pro-

vocals and powurnl zulu: charged
rock'n'roll, The earmarks of o uni-
verslty-reared band are 3t there: A
tingle of R.EM.Influenced Jangly
guitar, a cross section of universal

" ihemes and worldly pursults In the

lyrics.

“Monkeysuit,” lhough reveals a
blgger and more of a sonic bile to
the  Hannibals - sound. ‘The *band
pushes the limit of its abliities, yleld-
Ing scveral highlights and, converse-
1y, displaying some frayed cdgu as

well,

“Shaken," the opening cut, fea-
{urcs with Chris, Geherin's driving
gultar augmented with Chris John.
ston's end-of-the-tether vocals. This
is what the Hannlbals do best, using

vides an

its solt’ acoustic mcandcrlngs and
bypaotic vocals rivals “Shaken™-as
one of the cholee cul: on “Mnnk:y-

.. sull.”.

At a vocallst, Johinstan rellés on
the cmotional wall and throaty

grow) for emphasis. This leaves hls |
« things — good gultar lines arid good |

voice e sound overwrought at tlmes
while, at his wors), ay in the turgld
“Walk Alone,” he is gnll1y of perpe-
tuating bombast,

. Weighed agalnst what khc Hannl-

-bals offer overall, this might be reg-

istcred a3 an observation rather than
a complaint.

- Lurry OConnor

across from Wnyne State University, De- -

,'It"‘s punk,

‘a Chunk

-eanny mainsireatn pop sensibilitles.

bit of country.
-guitar resembling the theme from
“Bonanza." while “Long Days"” with-

Erindlng Crowbar Hotet together muulcnlly are John Latinl and his lelhEl’ Jim, Kurl Wolak, Bob Groves and John Bisceglia.

lBy Larry O'Connor

stafl writer

On first appearance, Crowbar Ilote} bears res
semblance, 10 a typical lounge act. Neon lights,
keyboards and the ceiling fan whirring above

. could be construed as cursory indictnents. .

Hut when John “Jones" Latini takes a left-hand-
ed stab at hls guitar and growls into the micro-
phone, the misconception quickly fades like smog

* in a. windstorm. Crowbar Hotel is mﬂhlng less

than an engagingly 11ght llve outdit.

Tearing through an hourleng set at Sully’s, lhe
five-man outfit touches all the bases. There's in-

“flections of ‘experiinental jazz, o few howls of-

blues “inspiration and world music sensibllitics
with the vencer of griuy. urban rock'n’roll ex-
pmsswn S
. "Certainly-there's a gruove galng
in his distinct Queens, N.Y,, voice.
songs are somewhat lnlc!!ccm;ﬂ The words are’
made to be listened to and people will listen to,

. them if you put them across in the right way.”

1f Crowhar Hotel hasn't Ilgured “aut the rlgm

. way, the band at Jeast holds the map.

THERE HAVE bcen a few detours, though, in
Crowbar Hotel's cmergence of the last nise
months. The band's roots on the arca circuit actu.
ally extend back three years,

Kurt Wolak and Latini were members of Pri-
vate Drive, an ambitious outflt whose encrgetlc
tive sets featured an assortment of covers and

pop with

By L-uy 0 Cunnor
stall wilter

Suﬁeruh‘unk"s sound is the unlikely
synthesis of -anarchie punk and un-

This Chapel Hill, N.C. quartet
doesn’t nced thelr alternative
credentials validated by anyone.
Superchunk [mplodes. with a ca-
terwaul of nolse, grungy gultars and.
drooping bass-lines and sullen vo-
cals. In the stew, though, are deli-

original numbers. That
“crushed.” .
Latini and Wolak —~ whose clinlcal and analyti-
eal nasal tone cuntrasts that of his collabdrator —
found a pew set of musiclans who shared in thelr
vision. They enlisted lead guitarist Bob Groves

assoclation, though,

and bassist John Bisceglia,

Tound players that fit the style of s we
la Wolak said. “We're a little mere composed
now, The svogs are distinetlve for reasons other

: than Jones' volce.” .
The most important additlen Is more than Just

- music for Latini. His younger brethér Jim “J.D."
Latini left his hame in New York to join, making
Crowbar Hotel's bineup complete.’ His tenaciuus
“style of drumniing provides an edge.

Fur his older brother Jobn it’s.a chance lo ke,
up for lost time.

“I get 10 know him now and hang out wilh hlm.
John Latini said. “We get to shoot hoops and stuff
‘like that, We had eight years bétween us (John is
* 32, Jim is 25). When you're young, it seems like 3
lot.- With him moving here it's Just peer Lo peer
INIW

\\lTll lll: afrival comes a lv:gacy of Latini
songwriting. Buth Joho and Jim collzborated on
numbers in Nun York bands they played in. Thuse
nuinbers” have been auported into the Crowbar
Hotel's blislcring sets and on the band’s EP “The
Starting Five." Othet -band members have con:

tributed songs in wbu\ has beconse an all-originals -
. altack. .

Several aunbers embrace the c.nugy and vn-
certainities of urban life, seemingly sketched ln

Crowbar Hotel fmds Iyncal grobve'

chalk oit 4 uul.uhbl)rhuod curbside. Latinl's ]yrlcg'_
posauss a combination of Elvis Costello's wry wit

. and Lou Reed's piercing conunentary.

Aud nan area where visits to the city are
viewei with wariness and outright abharrance,
songs like “Schudlyard Sweetheart™ scem to be
altnost a celebration of urban dwelllng.

Pary of the reason 1s cestalaly Latini's gravelly
voice, which sotads dike he's gurgling a mixture
ot anvtal shavings and whiskey. So-soulful and
heartfelt, be lend immedlacy and authenticity
to palitically “charged numbers like “Freedom
Road” without Ammdlng the Jeast th nnlve .

CEl UMNLY ot lnsl though, is lhc mu:lcal
mmnnm of Wolak on keyboards, Groves ‘on gui-
tiut-Biscegha on bass and brother Jim Latini on
diuins. The band sways casily a rock cop rave-up
like."Hed Light” to complex jaxz-tinged numbers, ©

‘The group has always put a'lot of stock inta .
their live shows. The studio version of Crowbar.
Hotel has yet to reach Iruition, though'the band's.
ED is a viable product by any standard.

Talks include releasing’a self-produiced com-
pact disc, which would be recorded In'a basement:
studic Wolak is bullding. In the meantlme;
Crowbar Hotel is happy 10 plyy the stage. °

“Qur infludnees and el juns are coming onl
theough the vehicle of music, * Latini said.

Crowbar Hatel performs ‘1uusdu|/, Jun. 21,
ut the Rind Pry, 200 8. Farst, Ann Arbor.-The,
bund alse perfurms Wednesday, Jan, 29, ot
Sully's, 4255 Greenfield, Ul'urimrn For mfor—
wation. cali m 1w

The members
of Superchunk
like to think
that good gui-
tar lines and
good vocal
lines that
make  their
sound what it
is.

clous hooks that don't nced to be
counteracted 'by Nutra-Sweet. The
indelible rlffs and melodles emerge
through passion and virtue of intent.

"1 like It ta be a combination ‘of

vocal lines,” says gultarlst and vo-
callst Mac McCaughan, 24, In a tele-

" phone [nterview., “Somectimes, the

vocals are an lmportant part, some-

{lmes they are just added on topofa -

catchy riff.”

The complexitics of the band’s
music would belic any brie! sutnma-
tions. McGaughaun nonctheless trles,

\Superchunk’s pulsating power pop
is altributed by McGaughan to lis- -
tening 1o the radio, buying all sorts

. of records. from “punk rock to the
waussiest of pop stuff” and reaching a
‘conmon ground as a band.

SUPERCHUNK'S rclative  suc-
cess, critlcal and otherwise, is cred-
lted by MeGaughan to good songs
and excesslve touring.

“We've gotten - In people's faces
prelty often,” he sald.

The band had a less thun an suda-

cious beginning. McCaughan jni.ncd‘

lance and sore other lrimds lrum
his Chapel Hill ne Ra).

tled LP, which garnered eritlcal-ac-
clais from mimeographed fanzines
to pers llke the

lance and McCaughan worked at

Pepper's Pizza while the sloger was

home from school at Columbla Uni-
versity In New York.

In the beglnning, Superchunk gigs
were few and came only during
McCaughan's break from school. The
group managed 1o telease u single

on Merge Records, the label operat-

ed by McCaughan and Ballance
Another spell from school altowed
Superchunk to record thelr self-ti-

Chicago Tribune. ’

"fhe band's follow-up on-Matador;
“No Pocky for Klity,” is elicitlng
sinitar pralse for its pop-punctuated
punk squalls. Reviewers make curso-
ry comparisons of Superchunk's mu-
sic to Dinosaur Jr's gultar biitz,
which McCaughan disdains.

Superchunk will opest for Het
mict on Thursday, Jaa. 23, at the
B 1y, 208 S First, Ann Arbor.
Foi infurmation, call 996-8555.




