Bridges does right by ‘Boys’

Kurosawa creates a maste

At B1 Aklra Kurosawa hasn’t lost
a bit of the vitality, pocilc insight, or
talent for composing unforgeitable
jtnages. In his 29th fiim

Hawali, He moved there long ago,
made a fortunc growlng pineapples,
and now lnvites the family to come
out to visit his

in Auguat,” the respected director.

. creates 2 complex family drama re-

volving around -modern-day Na-
gasaki. -

A quartet ol children spend the
sumnicr with their grandmather (Sa-
chiko Murase), wha lives In a tradl-
tiona) dwelling just outside the city.
The very westernlzed kids, sportlng
T-shirts emblaroned with Brogklyn
and M.LT. are a blt mitied that

“grandma still doesn’t have televi-

siun, but enjoy themselves neacthe-
fess. o

This particular summer they learn
about grandma’s large' family of
brothers and slsters (at least "10)
when one of them contacts her from

SCREEN SCENE -, -

Tension .arises through history.
The atom bomb hlast at Nagasaki at
the end of World War 11 stll] wears
heavily on-the townspeople, includ-
ing grandma, who lost her school
1eacher husband In'the city, ©

She no longer holds bitterness for
the United States. She concludes that
war ilsell, not Individual countries,
is responsible for'the wholesale dev-
aslation.

SURPRISINGLY, it's the kids who
pick up on grandma’s feelings tmost
quickly. Their parents. young chil-
dren during the bombing in 1945, s
lishly hope their newly forged rela.
tionship wlth the rich American refa-
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up the stem of a bleoming ower, Or
yau can simply enjoy it as one of Ku-
rosawa's incredible color composle
tions ) .
In Kurosawa's previous fiim
“tDreams,” he oddly cast director
*Martin® Scersese as Vincent Van
Gogh' Here, Richard Gere makes a
brief as the J

tives will lead to jobs in the States.

Kurosawa makes . his statements
. with bold brush strokes and imagery.

Elderly natives make ‘regular pil-
grimages to the Nagasakl® school-
yard, where playground cquipment
temains twisted and chatred. The
kids seek out these mongments Ln an
attempt to'get closer to their. family
history. * c

The director

has-an incredible way -

.._Monaghan -

of bringing characters to life and
placing them in the most beautiful
grouplngs. He. delights in. photo-

American nephew  who somehow
mever puts two' and two together
when thinking about his aunt in Na-
gasaki. He arrives to smeoth things
over .

graphing the children, who [ile past .

* -the swaying revds to their grandma’s
* hotise or linger in amazement at the
pair of charred tres (“a double sui-
cide” they call it) that tigyres promi-
“nently in an old family scandal.
- :You can' ponder- endlessly. the
tneaning of ants flowing single file

< PERIAPS THE the director sees
-Gere @ embodinent-of Amer-
can populur culture, which is at odds
with leadition throughout the film: 1t
15 unlikely that the uncompromising
Kurosawa hus decided after i) these
yuars to start pandecing 10 the Inter-

rpiece with ‘Rhapsody’

national bux office. .
For Gere's part, he secms honored
10 be working in a film of this cal-
\ber, carefully mmemorizing his Japa-
nese lines. Like his character, he s a
consplcuous Iatruder In Nagasakl,
und overcomes the awkwardness in
a couple of 1ouching scenes. ‘
“The most -jronic thing about .
“Rhapsedy in Augusi” Is its timing,
opening shortly after America re-
wetnbered the bombing of Pearl
Harbor during Its 50th anniversary
last December. Kurosawa Insists this
15 merely 4 coincidence, but has
nonctheless gotten us to look at the
duevastation of war from a-unique
paint of view,
The yeat’s first pust-see film
. plays for a sevond wevkend at the
Detrost Falm Theatre at tbe Detroit
Instuute of Arts.

DETROIT FILM THEATRE, De-
trolt Institute of Acts, 5200 Wood-

ward Ave., Detroit, Call 832.2730 for *

infarmation. ($5) n
“Rhapsody - In° August” (Japan -~.
19913, 7 and 9:30 p.m, Jan. 24-28 and |

-4 and 7 pm. Jan. 26. Four children

spend a summer with their. grand-
mother, -who shares with them her
memories of brothers and sisters
and her husband, who was killed by
the atom bomb explosion In Na-
saki. Richard Gere plays the wom:
an’s Japanese-American acphew in
the opening film of the-DFT’s excit-

+ ing new seasot

MAGIC BAG TUEATRE CAFE,

1 22918 Woodward Ave. Ferndale. Call
£44-3030 for Information. (33 $2 stu-

lents and senjor citizens) .
~200): A Space Odyssey” {USA —
1968), 8 pm. Jan. 20-22. Klcking otf
an* ambitlous tribute 10 dircctor
Stanley Kuhrick, a rare big screen
wing of the science’ fictlon clas-
. Kelr Dullea plays a turn-ofsthe-
century spaceman embarking on a
battle of man against machine and .
ultimately man and the .unknown.
The final reel is stil) & mind-blower.
“Jimi Hendrix on the Isle of :
Wight" (USA .— 1991}, 11:30 p.m.
Jan. 24-25. The gullar, legend is cap-

" tured in coneert just.-16 days before
_his untimely death. Here, on Eng. -

land’s Isle of Wight, he delivers a'su-
perd set, Including “Voodoo Child™
and “fted House,"  ~

The term “lounge act™ could prob-
albly mean different Lhings to difter-
ent people. To me, it conjures up an
act.in cheesy tuxedoes and sequined

- dresses doing “Feelings” 10 a boisa
*. nova beat. When you think about how

painful it is to Yisten to that kind of

.music, think about what teriure a

talented musician must go through

' making a living as pact of a lounge

acl

MAPLE THEATRE, 4135° W,
Maple; Bloomfield. Call B55:9090 for
show times. ($6: $2.95 twllight)

"Madame : Bovary™ (France- —'
1991). Emma Bovary (Isabelle Hup-
pert) is a doctor’s wife whose Jonging
for ‘romance results in several lust-
{ul {lings and luxury. speading on
barrowed” money. French - director
Claude * Chabret* adapts - Gustuve
Flaubert’s .novel with typical bril-
Hlance and moral ambiguity. .

MICHIGAN THEATRE, 603 .E.
Liberly, Ann Arbor. Call 6688397
for information, {$5; $4.25. students

ior citlzens} -0

Jan. 25 (call for show times). A con-
troversial trio. of tales by director.
Todd llaynes,-all inspired by Jean
Genet and AIDS, .

“Strangers -l Good - Com any”

P
(Canada ~ 19921}, Jan. 24-30 {ca)) for -

show times). A group of seven elder-

“1y women and their female driver’

survive for severa) days when their
bus breaks down In the - country.
They torage for food (even use pan.
tyhose 1o net traut in a nearby river)
and reminisce and learn about cach
other. -

“Hip. Mip Hurraht (Sweden "—
1987), 7 p.m. Jan. 21.22. Making. its
American debut There, a fantasy

“ about life ind love ainong
Scandinayian arusts.

. ag

" (USA ~— 1991), through

Jdan .
lecherous uncle (Fernande Rey) In |

a group of

REDFORD THEATRE, 17360

Lahser. Detraoit. Call 537-2560 for In- -

foranation. ($2.50}
“The Adventures of Robin Hood”
-.1938), 8 p.m, Jan, 24-25 (or-

[{&

Sherwood - Forest In “the colorful
Warner Brothers action flick. The
splendid. supporting cast includes
Obvia de Havilland, Claude Raine,
Busil Ruthbone and Alan Hale. Rous-
score” by Erich Wollgang
Korngold. "~ . .

. STATE. WAYNE' THEATER,
35310 Michigan Ave. West, Wayne,
Call 3264600 for information.’($2: $1
<tuldren and senior citizens)

“Ben Hur” (USA = 1939),7 pm.- -

Jiin- 22:26. The chariot race is stilt
the highlight-of this epic story, star-
ring Charlion Heston and set in the
time of Christ Always a treat on the
‘big sereen.

U.\'i\'EIlSIT\'- . (iF MICHIGAN-
DEARBOR Room 138 ‘Science
green belween Ford

Hoad.and Michigan Avenue, Dear. - B

born Call 5935433 for

]

information.

247 A -poy pun visits her

1his ¢lassic study of sexuality, relig-

“jon and madness, by director Luis

Bunuel

—John Monaghun’
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 pass the popcorn.

some friction between the brothers .
v hat. lght-be- -

D40 Ways-t

'/ LeAnneRogers.

than to fake'a chunce playing the

juzz he loves:”

N R
. That's exactly where Jack Baker,
played by Jetf Bridges; {inds himself
in the very good and strangely sel-

* dom seen film, *The Fabulous Baker

Buys.” Jack.and blg brother Frank,
plaged by. Beau Bridges. have been
playing piano tandermn on the tounge

. cireuit for most of their lives.

* Bookings for the duo are gclling‘
spotty so Frank suggesls adding-a
girl singer to liven ‘up the act. .

", Therc's a hifarious series of singers.
. all shapes, sizes and vocal ranges,

who turn out for the audition.

. A former escorl service worker,
plaged by Michelle Pfelffer, starts
off on the wrong foot but manages to
Tand the gig. EE

THE ADDITION of Plelffer, who
does a nice job with her vocals, revi-
talizes the bookings for the act, mov.
ing them 1o progressively nleer
clubs. - No more fake palm trees.
Pieiffer does an espectally sultry
vursion of “"Makin' Whoopee™ in 2

red dress while working the topof a-,

* pected.
~Anyone wit!
even friends who remained close
since childhood, can spot the behav-
for patterns of the Baker boys, car-
ried on from their youth. D
Older ‘brother Frank, whofreely
adinits ‘being less gilted than his
brother, Is a_family man who takes

care of the business end. fe lines up*
~ bodkings and makcs sufe the' bills’

are paid, Jack arrives minutes be-
fore h is supposed to be on stuge;
smokes constantly; drinks a lot and
generally takes po responsibilities,

for himself professionally or for per-

‘sonal relationships.

As his_ brother concedes, Frank
may be an casy target for jokes but
thanks to him the brothers have nev-
er worked day jobs. .

Frank has also nade it casy far

his lite brother not'to have to take”

any chances or push himsell musi-
cally..Jack's not -a happy boy but he
isn’t really willing to do anything
about it. Its also been casler to let

h, parents, siblings of

‘more willing 16 take a chance, has

such an impact on the brothers, The |
relationshlp between the three as a

group and tn varjous comblnatlons
grow and change during the story,
In many ways, the film Is Ughtly
focused “study of three characters
-and:the need to be honest with and
about yourself. It's a rather Tow key

“fitm with a wry.sense of humor. All,

three aciors do a {ine’ job creating

characters with* distfict - personali: .
ties, strengths and weaknesses, Jeff -
Bridges. 'who can nearly. always be '
counted on for a good performance, .

does a terrific. fob as Jack Baker,
who gets the most focus In the film.

hetes bs A major contributor
o heirt disease, kidney discase
and blindness. Sowhen you ;
suppont the American Diabetes
Association, s fight some :

d plano, . L i’ . r wonst dlise
gr‘:\;dplnu addition of Plelifer to the .fof Jack to:blame his brother for .. ilrlﬁnx-. ,_45“”‘.5‘1{
long-standing duo_ in part leads to ‘being stuck’ on the lounge tircuit” U . LI "
1 you want to know what's going-on in your commwnity, read The Observer & Eccentric: ]
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by Nail Simon
Orroctod by Wondy Wrigh!
Jon. 2225, 19928 pm.
- Sat. Matineo—2 p.m.
YDA MENDELSSOHN
THEATER
For Ticket informotion:

atiur Jan. 20--763-1085

. Ran overture begins at 7:30 p.m.).’
*"Exrol Flynn is the definite outlaw of

widiana” (Spain — 1961, 8 pm. .

11'S. BECAUSE ' of , that - that"
Pfeitfer's character, who is' much ;

* Todd Haynes' “Polson” is a cEmlrovorli_aI trio of tales, all inspired by Jean Genet and AIDS.,
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ADYERTISING

644-1070 Oakland County
591-0900 Wayne County
852-3222 Rochester/ Avon

ights! . .

1. Court is sure fo satisfy with
* American

and Sundaysoi_\ly). A

& Crafts, the Ski & Sports Expo and-mich mo
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TRUCKS

presents

- “JAN.24-FEB.2

A C"elebm‘tion‘ of Wintér Family Fuift-

INTERNATIONAL iCE SCULPTURES - Thé Centerpiece of the EventiOver 1 million
rqunds of ice transformed into a breathtaking display.Take a"Walk Tl}mugh Time" in ice &

an appetizing array of foods from

Quench your thirst with a wide selection of beverages from frotfiy hot

Come in, sit down and cnjoy. Winter-Feast!
* TV50 KIDSFEST - A flurry of fun
alongs, cartoon chardclers and muc
 floats. All free with your admission ticket: =" @ o
+ MILLER GENUINE DRAFT SNOWMOBILE RACES - Thril
races for cash and prizes. Sat, Feb. 1 and Suni; Feb.2 only.
. » WINTERFEST TRADE COURT - Something

‘ Mi'cl.:igan;Std%e-‘Fai‘rgf(jtlgzds’ .

. lgCE CARVING COMPETITION - Chefs from a'rnuﬁd. the world com'p.clc‘f(.)r cash and prizes.
+ WINTERFEST FOOD COURT - All the activity made you hungry? The WinterFest Food

around the world. From All-

Classics like pizza, hot dogs, soups and chili; to International Favorites. Plus! .

chocolate to frosty beer!

for the entire family! Camival ride's; puppet theatre, sing-
h, much more! See the Michigan Thanksgiving Parade

I to professional snowmabile

for everyone qndér unc n_)oﬂv H:indci'aﬂers Arts -
re..all at Winterfest prices! (Fridays, Saturdays:

PLUS...Free Red Wings autograph sssions * Ho:‘seiim?n‘caﬁiagc rides
“ -+ Celebrity Dog, Sled Races  and rwch. much more!"

. TICKETS: Adult$6 (84 in advance), Kids (under 12) 3

Availa.b]c atall RSy asTEA, Cénle:s and the Joe Louas Arena Box Office




