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“American Music Awards”

IR CO,me ’round again

Hammer is host,

Brown gets his due
. ‘By Steven Alan McGaw
When Dick Clark and the
production company bearing hls
- name announced the creation of
“The American Musie Awards” In’
1973, it may have been easy 10
question the motives behind the
show. Afler all, the Grammy
*“Awards existed, didn' they? So did
the annual presestation of trophies
{rom the Country Music Association,
the Ralling Stone Rteader's Poll, the
Playboy Music I’oll, and year-cnd
salules from industry magazines
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like Bitiboard and Cashbox. Surely, -
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Jon Polita ((oft) end David Baecroft star In Hearts Are Wiid, anew -
serlos alring Friday on CBS. The show la sat amid the
glamour of a Laa Yegas casino.

that was enough, without adding
another prime-lme TV special, Was
it love or music that fueled this new
.Xid on the block, or merely cynlcal
grubbing for advertising dollars?
Audiences responded, however,
making the show a successand -
questions of merit and motive
.arrelevant. The awards have become
“atradillon, 2 signilicant dot on the
music industry calendar and a .
_reliable ratlngs success. The 19th
* presentation of “The Amerlcan

Music Awards'” will air live on Aﬁ(,‘, -

on Monday, Jan. 27. . -

The AMAs and their presentation ™

still have theireriticsand - * . .
* paysayers, of course. What’s more
intesesilng is the level of ©
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cas the Grammys

acccpum'd- and significance the”
AMA trophles have achieved ina

- relatively short time, One

barameler is the calibre of artists
who consistently agree to appear on
the above, as performers or

. presenters. Based on ballots

distributed to record buyers, the

. awards appear to have, in publie

perceptions and among the industry
as well, at least as much Jegitimacy

The issue of legitimacy is an
important ane. There's astrong .
argument that no one set of awards
can accurately reflect and

-acknowledge the width and

complexity of conlemporary musie, .

- Perhaps it requires several such

endeavors, cach filing a stightly
ditfecent agenda. 1 so, the AMAs
have done their part, teading the
Grammys i recognizing the fields

of rap and heavy metal, | L

This year's show promises onpee -

again lo offer a well-oxecuted,
paced thuinbnail sketch of the
of popular music. The show is
relatyvely.slick, perhaps, but often

* wildly spontancous hy normal

netwark standards. Serving as hat

.for this year's show s Hammer

(hald the M.C.; please), the smiling
rapper who's gained unlikely enter
into Amierica’s living roams. The Dst -

“of performers continues (0

fluctuate, but audienve can trust
that the Gields of rap, heavy metal,

* country, dance and adult

eontermporary wall all be amnply
represented .

C&C Muste Factory and Color Me
Badd lead the pack 1n neminationa.
with six ¢ach. Veterans hke Rod
Stewart and Luther Vandross join
newcaners such as Boyz 1 Men and
Mariah Carey in competition for

.. AMA trophies.."Unforgettable.”

Natalie Cole’s tribute album to her
father, is nominated for several
awards, while Extreme's moving-
“More. Than Words' seems a
tavorite for Favorlie Pop/Rock
Single, ’ N

The highlight of this year's show.

at any U.5. Post Otfice. .

"Men, if you're about to turn 18.1t's o, h
time to register with Selective Service P

It's quick. It's casy.
And'it’s the law.

, wil surely be the moment
when James Brown sleps up to
receive the 1992 Award of Merit.

© The last few years have not been
* ‘vasy lor the Godfather of Soul, and
. this type of recognition is long

overdue.



